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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The year 2004 was challenging as ever in terms of
advocacy for women’s human rights, particularly in
Asia Pacific. The US-led ‘war on terror’ has been
adopted by many governments in the region and
worldwide and this has resulted in the passage of
politically repressive measures under the guise of
national security and anti-terrorism. So in many
countries in Asia Pacific such as Burma, Philippines,
Indonesia, Bangladesh, Malaysia and many others,
such ‘war on terror’ has legitimised insidiously the
repression of dissent and criminalisation of human
rights work. Many activists have been killed or
arrested, especially in Aceh, the south of Thailand, in
the Hacienda Luisita, Philippines, to mention a few.
Demands for State accountability for human rights
have been increasingly labeled as ‘subversive acts’
meriting militaristic responses from the State.
This increasing State militarism has been compounded by growing fundamentalisms. Religion and
other identities have been highly politicised at the
expense of women. Aside from an increasing derogation of human rights in the light of political repression
especially in Asia Pacific, women’s human rights have
been eroded as more fundamentalist and conservative
ideologies are promoted by fundamentalist groups,
many of which are backed by State. In this context,
women’s freedom of expression, mobility, their rights
to education, employment, reproductive rights and
sexual rights are justifiably denied in the name of
culture and religion. Violence against women remains
high, many of which are perpetuated by the State with
impunity such as the rape of ethnic women by the
military in Burma.
There is also growing dispossession and increasing conflict over natural resources which significantly
affect marginalised communities and especially
women. The aggressive privatisation, liberalisation
and regulation of national economies have threatened
subsistence livelihoods, and in the face of intense
market competition, further threatened women’s
productive work and entitlement to resources. In poor
countries of Asia Pacific, women and girls are caught
in a vicious cycle of feminisation of poverty – where in
the face of scare resources, the nutrition, education,
health of sons are prioritised over daughters later
leading to limited opportunities for employment
(mostly informal, flexible and cheap labour) and
denied a fair share over productive resources. Women’s roles in productive work and in political decisionmaking remains marginalised.
IV

Five countries in the region such as India, Indonesia, Philippines, South Korea and Malaysia held
general elections during 2004. Elections are based on
democratic ideologies. Experiences in many countries
of the region, however, show that processes and
results are flawed, and often created undemocratic
regimes. The election in Indonesia, for example, has
brought into power a retired military general as the
new president, who was instrumental in imposing
martial law in the district of Aceh when he was a
minister in the previous government.
Global economic and political policies have
imposed on national policies that further affect women
at the grassroots level. APWLD uses interlinked local–
global approaches in that experiences from women at
the grassroots level are brought to influence the
agenda at the national, regional and international fora;
not only at the UN but also in the people’s movement
agenda. To respond to challenges of women in the
region, APWLD’s programmes have implemented
various activities, resulting in the following key
achievements:


Within the programme of Women Human Right
Working Group a South Asia Feminist Legal
Theory and Practice (FLTP) Training was conducted
which contributed towards deepening a feminist
critical understanding of law. A follow-up with the
participants after three months of the training
revealed several participants were able to use the
concepts, the perspective and the analytical tools of
FLTP in litigation for women’s rights, in conducting
legal training and awareness programmes at the
grassroots and in advocating for law
reform. Partners of APWLD are also conducting
FLTP training at their own initiative and several
other partners have indicated an active interest in
undertaking this training.



APWLD was also nominated as the focal point in
the region for the critical area in the BPFA on
Human Rights of Women. APWLD, in collaboration
with others, assisted in preparing the lobby
documents for BPFA+10, i.e., the Little Purple Book
and the Big Purple Book.



The International Campaign of WHRD has increased the visibility of Women Human Rights
Defenders as a vulnerable group. The Campaign
though launched in November 2004 received
significant coverage in international fora at Asia
Pacific NGO Forum and the High Level Intergovernmental Meeting on Beijing +10 in Bangkok; World

network with other organizations in the region. The
Task Force has enriched the food sovereignty
campaign with the inclusion of the issues of fish
and other aquatic resources.

Forum on Agrarian Reform in Spain; People’s
Caravan on Food Sovereignty in Nepal and NGO
Forum on National Human Rights Mechanisms in
Korea to name a few.






Recent report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the
Human Rights of Migrants focused exclusively on
the particular position of migrant domestic workers
within the context of globalisation. It was the result
of the continuous awareness raising done by the
Labor and Migration programme. Furthermore,
forging a link with the UN Special Rapporteur on
the Right to Adequate Housing during Asia Pacific
Consultations has expanded alliances and strengthens the regional dimension of the existing migrant
domestic worker campaign.
The Women and Environment Programme has
contributed in the food sovereignty campaign and
land rights issues with women’s perspectives. The
general call for women’s access and control over
resources has been further interrogated and
deepened to surface other critical issues of women
from the region. Interactions with other social
movements on broader political issues have
grounded the food sovereignty campaign on real
issues of women and their communities, and have
broaden local networks. The Taskforce members
stated that membership in APWLD has assisted
them in integrating feminist perspectives in their
work.
The Rural and Indigenous Women Programme has
significantly contributed in building movements
among marginalised groups of women such as
fisherfolk, peasant and indigenous women. In
Thailand as an example, the meeting of Asia
Consultation Meeting on Fishery in Medan in
August 2004 has encouraged fisherwomen to
develop their local network and also broaden their



As women’s activism continues, APWLD’s members have had some significant impact in their work
at the national level as well. Some of the major
achievements in 2004 in which APWLD and its
partners have played a contributory rule are:
getting the new law on domestic violence in
Indonesia, Vanuatu and Mongolia, removal of the
discriminatory corroboration practice through a
new groundbreaking precedent citing CEDAW in Fiji
and Kiribati’s ratification of CEDAW.



Coordinating action within the network and across
programmes is important to provide venues for
more direct collaboration within and among
members. This allows APWLD’s network to forge
solidarity with other social movements and give
feminist perspectives in their agenda, campaign or
discourses.

In terms of finances, the total funds received at
US$ 719,144.06 were more than the expenses for
2004 which amounted to US$508, 594.84. Much of
this fund for 2004 came from a carry forward of
US$144,017.17 or 17% balance from the budget for
2003. In addition, several project funds were received
from Rights and Democracy Centre, Canada, Global
Fund for Women, IWRAW Asia Pacific and UNIFEM.
Action Aid also committed about US$19,000 earmarked for the access to justice campaign of the
Violence against Women programme slated for 2005.
In 2004, the carry forward is 20% of the approved
budget. Only less than half of the budget for the
Labour and Migration programme and about 70% of
the budget for Women’s Political Participation programme were spent due to the vacancy of the Programme Officer position. The position was filled only
in the last quarter of the year. As in previous years, a
vacancy in the Secretariat drastically affects the
implementation of programmes. The rest of the
programmes also had an average carry forward of
about 10-15%.
For 2005, APWLD is geared towards carrying out
various campaigns as the primary plan of each
programme. The Women Human Rights programme
is leading the campaign on women human rights
defenders; the Violence against Women programme
will have a campaign on access to justice; the Labour
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The Violence Against Women Programme conducted a Study Workshop and the Asia Pacific
Consultation on ‘Sexuality and Violence Against
Women: Access to Justice’ organised in collaboration with the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence
Against Women. It has created space for women in
the region to discuss taboo issues like women’s
sexuality and its linkages with VAW. It was a critical
forum for enhancing understanding and sharpening
conceptual clarity on issues of VAW and Sexuality
in order to strengthen women’s activism on the
issue. The Consultation made specific recommendations to the UNSR on VAW.

V

and Migration programme will follow up its campaign
on legal recognition of domestic work and better
human rights standards for migrant women domestic
workers; the Women and Environment programme will
continue its campaign on food sovereignty. Campaign, as a strategy, ties up the various advocacy
activities under each programme and allows for more
sustained advocacy efforts and in-depth responses to
the issues identified by the network members. However, this strategy would demand development of
closely coordinated campaign plans with the members
to ensure local mobilisation and impact; a strategic
assessment and engagement with critical regional and
international advocacy venues relevant to the campaigns; and a more targeted and active networking
with various key players and social movements.
APWLD is also preparing for its organisational
strategic planning in 2006. A scheduled external
evaluation will be started in 2005 to guide the planning
for the next programme cycle from 2006- 2008. Ways
to improve programme planning, monitoring and
evaluation will be identified and programme directions
developed to be more relevant to Asia Pacific women’s
concerns, including exploring programmatic responses to the devastation caused by the tsunami
disaster that struck last 26 December 2004. Overall,
APWLD’s more focused programmes, streamlined
organisational structure, expanded Secretariat,
growing membership and outreach will ensure that the
network will be able to meet the challenges for 2005,
and beyond.

VI
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Women’
omen’ss Human Rights Programme

I. OVERVIEW
Forty-five years after human rights for all was
affirmed through the adoption of the Universal
Declaration on Human Rights1, the women’s movement still needed to make the call; ‘Women’s Rights
are Human Rights’. Experience had shown that
economic development and political and human rights
consciousness does not automatically translate into a
consciousness for women’s rights. The actualisation
of these rights is even further away. Patriarchy has
historically been one of the biggest obstacles for
women’s rights and remains so today. Patriarchy not
only oppresses women, it kills women - before birth
(sex selective foeticide, now common in several
countries of the region); after birth (due to neglect of
the girl child); during adulthood (dowry killings,
honour killings, domestic violence etc.) and in old age
(abandonment due to poverty, lack of property rights,
right to housing etc.). No less serious are patriarchal
crimes that may not result in death but violate women
in the most inhuman ways (female genital mutilation,
1

“ALL

lack of access to safe abortion, sexual violence, rape,
acid-burns, etc.).
Asia (and to a lesser extent, the Pacific) is the most
economically globalised region in the world with the
highest ratio of external trade to Gross Domestic
Product, highest inflow of foreign capital over the past
two decades, despite volatility of such flows2. The
political economy of globalisation brings with itself
contentious politics of factors like sudden expansion
of financial markets, sudden mobility or volatility of
capital markets, reinforcement of aggressive monetarist economies and wars of conquest. The unbridled
power that now rests in the hands of several multinational and transnational corporations in the current
era of ‘laissez faire’ and neo-liberal market forces, has
given them power to operate like “a state within the
state” with little accountability for the human rights
violations they are responsible for. How this impacts
on specific issues of women’s rights in the region has
been detailed under the section on overview for each

HUMAN BEINGS ARE BORN FREE AND EQUAL IN DIGNITY AND RIGHTS” AND

SET FORTH IN THIS

DECLARATION,

“EVERYONE

IS ENTITLED TO ALL THE RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

WITHOUT DISTINCTION OF ANY KIND, SUCH AS RACE, COLOUR, SEX, LANGUAGE, RELIGION, POLITICAL OR

OTHER OPINION, NATIONAL OR SOCIAL ORIGIN, PROPERTY, BIRTH OR OTHER STATUS...”

PAPER PRESENTED BY JAYATI GHOSH ON “GLOBALIZATION AND THE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEETING TO REVIEW REGIONAL IMPLEMENTATION OF
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of the programmes. While at the outset, there is a
massive entry of women into paid workforce, especially in export-oriented industries, paid work performed by women has become less permanent and
more casual in nature and unpaid housework has also
tended to involve longer hours3. There is a greater
degree of labour casualisation and a higher proportion
of women vulnerable to all kinds of human rights
violations.
Today, in addition to poverty, increasing
militarisation, fundamentalisms, terrorism and the
‘war on terror’, etc. are creating an environment that
adversely impacts on the realisation of human rights
and women’s rights in particular in the region. Repressive laws being passed under the garb of national
security to counter terrorism has legitimised the
political repression on many countries of Asia Pacific.
As much as religious fundamentalist forces are
fighting against each other, when it comes to women,
there seems to be an ‘unholy alliance’ which was
visible, for instance, in the International Conference on
Population and Development held in 1994 when the
Catholic Vatican joined hands with the conservative
Islamic forces to oppose women’s rights. The conservative government in Japan, for instance, is
pushing to amend Article 24 of their constitution on
gender equality in the interests of ‘protecting the
family’. The US led wars in Afghanistan and Iraq have
resulted in innumerable deaths and scores of other
forms of violations of human rights. Now these battles
are being justified using women’s bodies; “to save the
imperilled muslim women”. In addition to these wars,
the US attempt at sabotaging the International Criminal Court, watering down the text of the Beijing
Platform for Action, denying women abortion services
etc., all directly impact on women in third world
countries. There seems to be a deliberate collusion
between the interests of the US, the World Bank, IMF
and the World Trade Organisations in trying to create a
uni-polar world where the voices of the poor, less
developed countries and women are heard less.

To respond to these concerns, the Women’s
Human Rights Working Group (WHR-WG) has
adopted the following objectives for the programme.
1. To promote the Women’s Human Rights framework in APWLD’s programme and among its members
and partners;
2. To protect the space of women to defend their
rights; and
3. To enhance the understanding of emerging
issues of women’s rights in programmes of APWLD
and among members.
II. ACTIVITIES

AND

RESULTS

Output:
FLTP regional training for
APWLD members and partners conducted.
Indicators:
1. At least 5 APWLD members and partners
using the FLTP framework and how;
2. At least 5 requests received for FLTP
trainings among APWLD members and
partners.
APWLD participants:
Eleanor Conda, Philippines
Madhu Mehra, Partners for Law and
Development, Delhi
Sanaiyya Ansari, Ain O Shalish Kendra,
Bangladesh
Ferdousi Akhtar, Naripokkho, Bangladesh
Kanika Biswas, Ain O Shalish Kendra,
Bangladesh
Sita Poudel, All Nepal Women’s
Association, Nepal
Uma Koirala, All Nepalese Peasants
Association, Nepal
T.R. Kalai Selvi, Society for Rural
Education and Development, India
Amita Punl, Partners for Law and
Development, Delhi
Danielle Samsoeri, Komnas Perempuan,
Indonesia
Sumera Hafeez, Roots for Equity, Pakistan
Wali Haider, Roots for Equity, Pakistan
Yamini, APWLD Secretariat
Lisa Pusey, APWLD Secretariat
Punika Shinawatra, AWPLD Secretariat
Funders:
The Ford Foundation

An FLTP training for South Asia was organised in
Colombo, Sri Lanka, from 14 to 18 May, 2004, in
partnership with Centre for Women’s Research. The
training was attended by 17 participants from different
countries of South Asia. The five-day training started
with a discussion on women’s realities in the region
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The women’s movement is struggling against the
challenges of patriarchy compounded by
fundamentalisms, militarism and neo-liberal market
forces and imperialism. Moreover, several issues that
affect women, even in the work of NGOs, are not being
addressed from a women’s rights framework. In this
challenging context, APWLD’s Women’s Human
Rights Programme is trying to address these concerns
on the lives of women from Asia Pacific. Two key
areas of concern which the programme has identified
in relation to women’s human rights in Asia Pacific
are: (a) diminishing enforceability of women’s human
rights due to militarism, fundamentalism and

globalisation; and (b) lack of awareness among
APWLD network members and partners of women’s
human rights framework.
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including sessions on: i) feminism and demystifying
feminism; ii) human rights and feminist reconstruction
of human rights; iii) law and feminist critical perspectives on law. This was followed by application exercises.
FLTP is the oldest training programme of APWLD.
The training seeks to challenge the traditional notion
that law is a neutral, objective, and rational set of
rules, unaffected by the perspective of those who
possess the power inherent in the legal institutions. It
seeks to address the social, cultural and political
contexts that shape the legal system. The basic thrust
of the training is: feminism as its core, human rights
as its foundation and law as an arena of women’s
struggle.
The specific objectives of the training were: to
serve as a venue for participants to share experiences
in using law in advocacy on women’s concerns; to
develop greater understanding of gender, discrimination, equality, law and human rights; to identify and
discuss issues and dilemmas encountered by women’s rights advocates in their use of legal strategies to
address women’s concerns; and to enhance the
capability of participants to effectively challenge
discriminatory laws and practices in their countries by
feminist, rights-based legal practice and by applying
international conventions and precedents for advancement of women’s rights.
The publication from the Colombo training was
finalised and has been sent to participants, WHR-WG
members and other interested parties.
The feedback from the training was very positive.
Participants said that the training gave them an
opportunity to collectively reflect and learn. Specific
experiences from their countries on issues of how law
can be either empowering or disempowering for
women and what should be the essentials of an
empowering engagement with law, were also shared.
Follow-up with participants done three months
after the training to assess whether they have been
able to use the learnings from the training in their
work revealed that several participants were able to
use the FLTP training (see the p.5).
Several requests for FLTP trainings have been
received by APWLD. APWLD members from Malaysia,
Indonesia, India, Nepal, Korea and Kyrgyzstan have
expressed the desire to either host APWLD trainings in
their countries or to be individually trained. Requests
from persons not staff or member of APWLD have
also been received. The indicator of receiving at least 5
requests therefore, has been met. One of the spin offs
has been APWLD partners conducting FLTP trainings
4

at their own initiative. Society for Rural Education and
Development, APWLD’s partner in Chennai, India
organised an FLTP training for local women in January, 2004, with Alison Aggarwal, former staff of
APWLD, as the trainer. Upon the initiative of the
Regional Rights Resource Team (RRRT) in Fiji, an
FLTP training for the Pacific was organised in November 2003.
Outputs:
National consultations on
Women Human Rights Defenders (WHRDs) as a
build up to the international conference
to be held in 2005
Indicator: Extent of coverage of issues
of WHRD at regional/international fora;
at least fours alliances created at the
regional/international fora between
women’s groups on WHRD issues
APWLD participants:
Meeting in Bangkok, Thailand
Ravadee Prasertcharoensuk, Sustainable
Development Foundation, Thailand
Pranom Somwong, Migrant Action Programme,
Thailand
Yamini, APWLD Secretariat
Judy Pasimio, APWLD Secretariat
Meeting in Manila, Philippines
Eleanor Conda, Philippines
Mary Jane Real, APWLD Secretariat
Yamini, APWLD Secretariat
Tomoko Kashiwazaki, APWLD Secretariat
Meeting in Davao City, Philippines
Madhu Mehra, India
Eleanor Conda, Philippines
Heisoo Shin, Korea
Kamala Chiandrakirana, Indonesia
Mary Jane Real, APWLD Secretariat
Yamini, APWLD Secretariat
Tomoko Kashiwazaki, APWLD Secretariat
Funders:
Sida, HIVOS, Novib

In the year 2005 more targeted efforts will be
made to diversify the pool of FLTP trainers considering
the number of requests for FLTP received. Those who
participated in the Training of Trainers (TOT) conducted by APWLD in the year 2002 will be tapped to
conduct FLTP trainings. A refresher TOT is also
planned.
The genesis of the International Campaign on
WHRDs was laid in the Consultation with the Special
Representative on Human Rights Defenders, organised by APWLD in collaboration with Amnesty International and International Women’s Rights Action Watch,
Asia-Pacific (IWRAW-AP) in April 2003 in Bangkok.
Concerned by the situation of women defenders and
keen to respond, APWLD took the leadership in
launching the International Campaign on Women
Human Rights Defenders.
The International Campaign on Women Human
Rights Defenders is a global mobilisation on WHRDs

Feedback from FL
TP participants
FLTP
Safana Gul Begum, the participant from Muslim Women’s Research and Action Forum, Sri
Lanka, is applying what she learnt from the training in the legal cases she is taking up on
behalf of Muslim women on family law matters. “The training was very useful in broadening
my understanding of women’s problems and the law. I am now able to look at the law more
critically and am using some of the concepts in my arguments in Courts”. Her organisation
included components of the FLTP training in the para legal training they organised in October 2004 to build the capacity of local level counsellors working on issues of Muslim Family
Law.
Danielle Samsoeri, working with the Legal Reform Division of Komnas Perempuan in Indonesia used the theories and the perspectives she learnt in the training in her work with
Komnas Perempuan’s project on ‘Strengthening the Judicial Sectors with Gender Perspective’, particularly, by understanding better “what the judges, persecutors, police, and the
lawyer must do to help the women (the rights of women)”. Komnas
Perempuan’s Gender Training for the Judicial Sectors also used materials like cases and
theories from the FLTP training. She wrote “...the FLTP training gave me a new perspective
on women’s problems and the legal perspective of looking at it”. She reported that she also
used it in the legislative advocacy for the Domestic Violence legislation in Indonesia, which
eventually got passed by the Parliament in November 2004.
Udenie from Women in Need in Sri Lanka wrote “Certainly it was very useful since it addressed practical issues, and my analytical capabilities were enhanced. After attending the
training I was asked to conduct a full day workshop for my subordinates in our organisation, where we discussed and critically evaluated prevailing issues affecting women in our
country in light of the theories taught in the training....Further awareness programmes were
conducted for women by using print and electronic media regarding gender issues and their
equal rights”.
Naseem Khan from Action India in India was able to use what she learnt in her work on
getting the Domestic Violence Bill passed in India. She said “I am not a lawyer by profession. This training was very useful as it helped me analyse laws relating to women in our
country. ...Now I am quite confident to talk about the women related laws... and about the
liability and accountability of Indian government as the signatory to the CEDAW”.
Ferdousi Akhtar from Naripokkho in Bangladesh has used what she learnt from FLTP in
several of the programmes she works on, including, monitoring state intervention to combat VAW, work on judge’s discretion for trials on camera for sensitive crimes pertaining to
women, establishing women’s right to guardianship and ensuring accountability of local
health authorities and health service providers to women.

“FLTP has been one of the best trainings that I have participated in. It made me realise that I
AM a feminist,” Virisila Buadromo, Coordinator of Fiji Women’s Right Movement.
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“FLTP was my stepping stone into feminist analysis ....” Ofa-Ki-Levuka Louise GuttenbeilLikiliki, UNV based at Catholic Women’s League, Tonga.
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to bring international attention to the concerns of
WHRDs and their need for protection. It will involve
women and human rights activists in different fields
and sectors, grassroots groups, NGOs, social movements and other members of the civil society. The
Campaign will emphasise that women fighting for
human rights are, in fact, human rights defenders and
that those working in human rights movement also
have gender-specific protection concerns that need to
be addressed. Furthermore, WHRDs working on
gender specific issues such as reproductive and
sexual rights are also more vulnerable.
The specific objectives of the campaign are:


to promote the recognition and visibility of WHRDs
working both on women’s rights and other human
rights issues;



to ensure the protection of WHRDs in accordance
with the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders and other international instruments and
mechanisms;



to identify specific repression of human rights
defenders when defending human rights of women
and identify gender-based forms of human rights
violations, threats, risks and their consequences on
WHRDs;

Following the formation of the ICC for the campaign, several activities and events for the Campaign
marked the year. These were:

The Campaign will culminate in an International
Consultation which will consolidate the Campaign and
develop specific recommendations and remedies for
the adequate protection of WHRDs.

a. A Round Table Discussion on Women Human
Rights Defenders for the Asia-Pacific NGO Forum for
BPFA+10, held from June 30-July 03, Thailand, was
organised in collaboration with Amnesty International.
The round table was organised because the AsiaPacific NGO Forum was a critical forum to raise
awareness on the issue of WHRDs. With women from
different countries and different fields attending the
NGO forum, a discussion specifically focusing on
WHRDs helped highlight the gender-specific concerns
of women from across the region and provided an
opportunity to share not just experiences of WHRDs
but also mechanisms for their protection that exist or
the lack thereof. The round-table discussion made
concrete recommendations which were incorporated
in the big Purple Book, which was the summary
document of the forum and the Little Purple Book,
which will be used as a lobbying resource for the
review of BPFA at the Commission on Status of
Women (CSW) Session in 2005.

APWLD has played an instrumental and catalytic
role in the Campaign. In partnership with World
Organisation against Torture (OMCT), APWLD organised the planning meeting for the Campaign during the
60th Session of UN Commission on Human Rights in
Geneva on 14 April, 2004. The planning meeting led to
the creation of the International Coordinating Committee (ICC) and started the preparations for the Cam-

b. Two rallies on WHRDs and a session on testimonies and a press conference on WHRDs were also
organised by APWLD at the Asia-Pacific NGO Forum
for BPFA+10. These activities helped raise awareness
of the issue as a build-up for the launch of the campaign. Many women’s groups participating in the
forum used the rallies as a platform for their concerns
related to WHRDs such as the issues of comfort



to enhance links and strengthen networks among
WHRDs working in different areas of human rights;
and



to enhance human rights defenders’ capacity and
develop tools for use in their work at the local level.

Under the broad theme “Defending Women
Defending Rights”, the specific calls for the campaign
are:
A. Recognise WHRDs;
B. Resist state violence;
C. Hold non-state actors responsible; and
D. Restore all human rights for all.
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paign. Representatives from Frontline, INFORM,
Centre for Women’s Global Leadership, The World
Organisation against Torture, Amnesty International,
Forum Asia, Norwegian Centre for Human Rights,
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission, Gay and Lesbians of Zimbabwe, International
Service for Human Rights, Somali Young Women
Activists Association, Subiyg Development and Human
Rights Organisation and the UN Special Representative
on HRDs attended the meeting. While the organisations that were invited to this meeting were those that
had initially signified interest in organising the international event, the membership of the ICC was not
limited to those that could attend the meeting. Other
crucial groups with significant geographic or thematic
representation were invited to be part of the ICC.
Important decisions relating to the objectives, outputs,
nature and rationale of the events, venue, participants,
budget, fund raising and implementation structure of
the campaign were made. It was also agreed that
APWLD will host the secretariat for the International
Consultation.

women, trafficked women, migrant women workers,
etc.
c. An informal discussion on WHRDs was organised by APWLD with local groups in Jakarta on July
29, 2004 to explore if they wanted to be part of the
Campaign. Some 25 local groups attended the
informal discussion. The discussion with the local
groups revealed that they found the issue very relevant
in the current political scenario of Indonesia, particularly in shaping the agenda of the newly elected
government. In their enthusiasm they also put forth a
request to the ICC to host the International Conference
in Indonesia.
d. A national meeting on WHRDs was organised by
APWLD in collaboration with Ravadee
Prasertcharoensuk of Sustainable Development
Foundation, Thailand in Bangkok on August 20-21.
The meeting was attended by approximately 45
persons from diverse communities and groups like
farmers groups, hill tribes, sex workers, Burmese
migrants, fishing communities, lawyers, communities
protesting against the Thai-Malay gas pipeline, etc.,
i.e., groups not working only on gender concerns. The
discussion started from whether there is a need at all
for a separate discussion on WHRDs in the context of
the current climate of repression of HRDs. During the
second day, several experiences of gender specific
violations of WHRDs surfaced. The meeting enhanced
and added to the existing framework on WHRDs by
highlighting the immense amount of obstacles
WHRDs face in becoming HRDs, in the first place, due
to the gendered social roles and responsibilities which
work against women. It also strongly brought out the
violations that WHRDs face at the hands of their own
male colleagues in the movements. The participants
also discussed measures for strengthening the Thai
Human Rights Defence Fund as a national mechanism
in response to the growing persecution of HRDs.

f. Meetings with local groups in WHRDs were held
in Davao City, Philippines, on 3 October 2004 and in
Manila on 5 October 2004. The meeting in Davao was
attended by 20 participants and was organised in

The meeting was called to discuss, with the local
groups, the relevance of the Campaign, if any, in their
work. The discussions were rich and covered a whole
gamut of issues pertaining to WHRDs including,
issues of threats to human rights defenders, discrimination against the LGBT communities, issues of ethics
entailed, accountability of non-state actors, cultural
negotiations, issues around sex work, etc. In brief, the
groups endorsed that the Campaign resonated with
their concerns and that it is critical area of work.
Women pointed out that calling themselves WHRDs
gave them legitimacy. They showed keen interest in
being part of the campaign and identified several
activities in Philippines which could be linked to the
Campaign.
g. The International Campaign on WHRDs was
launched at the Asian Civil Society Forum (ACSF) held
in Bangkok, Thailand, Nov 21-25, 2004. At the ACSF, a
thematic briefing on WHRD was organised. It was
organised in collaboration with two other ICC members - Sunila Abeysekera and Indai Sajor. Relevance of
the campaign for the LGBTs came out strongly in the
discussion and important suggestions for strengthening the campaign were received.
The Campaign was launched with a post-card
campaign and a March for Peace and Non-Violence on
24 November 2004. The march, which marked the
launch of the Campaign, was a public event held
outside the UN office in Bangkok, in which several
activists participated with banners, slogans and chants
and walked to the Parliament House. Mary Jane Real,
Regional Coordinator of APWLD, made a speech on
WHRDs. Silence was observed to commemorate the
deaths in South Thailand. A brief press conference
was also organised to ensure that our concerns reach
a wider audience through the media.
In terms of indicators, the Campaign, although just
launched in November 2004, has got significant
coverage in regional fora. The Statement of the Asia
Pacific NGO Forum on Beijing+10, mentioned explicitly
WHRDs as an area of concern. “We deplore the fact
that in every part of the region, social movements,
women’s NGOs and women’s human rights defenders
are at risk from persistent and new forms of extremist
and fundamentalist forces...” read the statement.
WHRDs also featured in the summary of key issues
and challenges for the Human Rights of Women
critical area for BPFA+10 in the Purple Book, the
summary document of the NGO Forum. The Little
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e. The first ICC meeting was held on 23-24 August
in New York, US. It was attended by all the members
of the ICC. Some of the significant decisions included
a discussion on the political perspectives of the
campaign, the methodology and major sessions of the
planned consultations and an initial identification of
key participants. The media and communication
strategy of the campaign was also detailed as well as
the monitoring and evaluation system. Potential
funders were identified and the calendar of the
programme was drafted.

collaboration with the Bathaluman Crisis Centre. The
meeting in Manila was organised in collaboration with
Women’s Legal Bureau and was attended by 34
women from groups and NGOs working in Manila.
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Purple Book, which is a lobbying document for the
BPFA + 10 Review at CSW also lists WHRDs as an
area of concern.
The Final Statement of the ACSF endorsed the
Campaign. It stated “We ... express our deepest
concern for the situation of Human Rights Defenders
in the region in relation to State practices in implementing anti-terrorist measures. We welcome the
international campaign on women human rights
defenders and acknowledge their special needs for
protection.”
In the course of the year, the issue of WHRDs was
raised at several regional and international fora
including the High Level Intergovernmental Meeting
on BPFA+10, held in Bangkok from September 7-10,
2004; World Forum on Agrarian Reform held in Spain
5-8 December, 2004; and the People’s Caravan on
Food Sovereignty held in Nepal, 1-30 September,
2004. Presentation on WHRDs was made by Judy
Pasimio, Programme Officer, APWLD, at the APRN
Conference on Food Sovereignty1-4 November
Bangladesh and at the NGO Forum on National Human
Rights Mechanisms, held in Seoul, Korea, 12-15
September, 2004. Due to the press conference
organised by APWLD, a leading national newspaper of
Thailand covered the issue of WHRDs during the AP
NGO Forum. The WE Isis Journal covered the campaign in greater details.
The indicator in terms of the number of alliances
created is more difficult to measure. The creation and
functioning of the ICC for the Campaign is the creation
of one such formal alliance. The ICC includes mainstream human rights groups, women’s organisations
and regional networks working together for the
Campaign.
More informal yet no less strategic is the alliance
created between participants of the national meeting
on WHRDs organised by APWLD in collaboration with
Sustainable Development Foundation, in Bangkok,
Thailand, on August 20-21. The meeting brought
together women’s groups like Empower (an NGO
working with sex workers) and APWLD, with NGOs
and people’s organisations working with peasants, hill
tribes, fishing communities, lawyers, etc., groups that
are not convinced yet that gender is a concern that
needs to be addressed explicitly. Engagement with non
women’s groups was challenging and meaningful. By
the end of the second day, a consensus seemed to
emerge that WHRDs, as a category, do need specific
attention. Per feedback received from the nonwomen’s groups, the meeting gave them a perspective
of looking at things from the gender lens, something
that most of them had not done before.
8

The alliance created between local NGOs in
Indonesia wanting to host the International Meeting is
another example. In Manila, Amnesty International,
Women’s Legal Bureau and WEDPRO got together and
volunteered to host the national component of the
Campaign. The International WHRDs campaign has
also created a close alliance of women’s groups in
Chiangai - EMPOWER, Migrant Action Programme,
Women’s League of Burma and APWLD that met
several times and worked together in preparation for
the national meeting on WHRD held in Thailand,
Bangkok on August 20-21.
These are four such alliances created during 2004.
Several more are likely to be created as the campaign
continues into year 2005.
To be able to conduct the above-mentioned
activities during the year, the WHR-WG meetings
organised in Mumbai on 14-15 January, 2004 and the
WG meeting in Davao City, Philippines on 2-3 October,
2004 were critical. These meetings decided the
direction of the programme and planned the year’s
activities. The meeting in Mumbai was crucial in that it
was the first WHR-WG meeting. It helped put the nuts
and bolts of the WG together. This meeting was
initially planned for the year 2003 but had to be
postponed to 2004 due to lack of quorum. The
meeting in Davao went into the WHR Programme
more substantively. It clarified the mandate and
composition of the WG in consonance with the
discussions on the WHR-WG in the ReC meeting held
earliest this year. Activities and indicators for 2005
were also fleshed out in greater details.
ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
Several additional activities were taken in the
course of the year, upon request from members,
partners and other organisations. These activities were
taken on since they furthered the first and third
objective of the programme, i.e., , ‘to promote the
Women’s Human Rights framework in APWLD’s
programme and among its members and partners’
and ‘to enhancing the understanding of emerging
issues of women’s rights in programmes of APWLD
and among members’, respectively. These additional
activities were:
Second Meeting on Moving For
ward on Gender
Forward
Issues
The second meeting on Moving Forward on
Gender Issues was organised in Mae Sot, Thailand on
June 1, 2004 by NGOs working on the Thai - Burma
border to discuss work on gender issues, including
gender based violence and awareness raising activities

on gender issues being conducted along the border.
APWLD was invited to the meeting to share with the
participants APWLD’s Feminist Legal Theory and
Practice Training. Yamini, Programme Officer, made a
presentation on APWLD’s FLTP framework. The
participants found the term “feminist” ruffling and it
immediately caught everyone’s attention. The discussion on FLTP generated a lot of interest, as the groups
along the border are either not incorporating women’s
issues at all or if they are, their efforts are focused on
gender mainstreaming. Several requests for FLTP
training were received after the meeting by NGOs
working on the border.
Involvement in BPF
A+10 Related Activities
BPFA+10
APWLD has worked closely with Asia Pacific
Women’s Watch (APWW) for activities relating to
BPFA+10. APWLD was made the focal point for the
Human Rights of Women critical area of BPFA and part
of the fundraising committee for the Asia Pacific NGO
Forum on BPFA+10. APWLD helped raise a significant
portion of funds for the NGO Forum and coordinated
activities for the Human Rights of Women critical area
with diverse women’s groups from Asia-Pacific. The
text of that critical area for the Little Purple Book,
which is the lobby document for BPFA+10 session at
CSW was also prepared by APWLD. APWLD was
invited by APWW to participate in the High Level
Intergovernmental Meeting on BPFA+10, held in
Bangkok from September 7-10 where APWLD lobbied
for inclusion of the critical area of Human Rights of
Women when it got dropped from the Bangkok
Communiqu?, the outcome document of the Inter
Government Meeting. Due to the efforts of women’s
groups including APWLD, all the critical areas were
finally included in the Bangkok Communiqu?.
As a form of network support, APWLD drafted the
constitution of APWW to enable it to register and get
ECOSOC status with the UN.
Linking and Learning Program on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (Mekhong Region)

III. LESSONS LEARNT

AND

PLANS

Lessons Learnt:
For FLTP trainings in the future, APWLD’s national
partners should play a more active role, in selecting
participants and in follow-up with these participants
later on how they have been able to utilise what they
learnt at the training. Women’s groups already conducting trainings should also be targeted so that an
even larger audience can be reached. Diversifying the
pool of FLTP trainers is also important.
Plans:
In the year 2005, the WHR Programme will
prepare a paper on APWLD’s framework on Women’s
Human Rights. The paper will be scheduled for
discussions within Task Force meetings where
feedback to improve the paper will be sought and its
relevance to other programmes of APWLD will be
discussed. A paper on Fundamentalisms and how it
impacts on women’s rights will also be prepared by
the WG to be discussed in the other Task Force’s of
APWLD.
Several activities pertaining to the FLTP training
have been planned for the year. The FLTP manual is
near completion and it will be printed and tested within
2005. An FLTP workshop for staff, ReC and Task Force
members has been planned for February 2005. Later
in the year, an FLTP training for South East Asia will be
organised in Indonesia in collaboration with Komnas
Perempuan.
The International Consultation on WHRDs which
will be a culmination of the International Campaign will
also be a significant activity for the programme in year
2005. Due to sustained efforts, visibility of WHRDs as
an issue has increased and new alliances have been
created. However, making significant impact on
WHRDs facing persecution will continue to challenge
the campaign in the future.
The WHR-WG members have also worked closely
with other programmes of APWLD, assisting them,
where requested. This is important in light of the
mandate of the WHR-WG, which is to ‘assist Task
Forces to use legal and human rights principle and
framework to address critical and emerging issues on
WHR’. Eleanor Conda, WHR-WG member facilitated a
session on FLTP in the Young Women Lawyers
Meeting held in Quezon City, Philippines on 3-4 March
2004 organised by the RIW Programme of APWLD.
Zainah Anwar, WHR-WG member, participated and
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Upon the request of the Human Rights Education
Institute of Burma, APWLD assisted them in ensuring
that gender incorporated well in their training on
‘Linking and Learning Program on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (Mekhong Region)’ held in
Chiangmai from November 13-20, 2004. In addition to
giving comments on how to make the training gender
sensitive, APWLD supported the participation of Ms.
Eleanor Conda as a trainer. Yamini, Programme
Officer, also made a presentation on “Right to Housing
and Women” to illustrate that each component of ESC
rights addresses gender and that gender is not

relegated only as an isolated category to be addressed
separately.

9

contributed to the Planning Meeting on the Consultation on Sexuality organised by the VAW Programme in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on March 15th. Kamala
Chandrakirara was instrumental in hosting the Annual
Consultation with the UNSR-VAW in Jakarta, Indonesia
in July by the VAW Programme of APWLD.
As women’s activism continues, APWLD’s members have had some significant impact in their national
level work as well. Indonesia has a new law on
domestic violence and Komnas Perempuan, APWLD
member, has worked actively in getting this law
passed. Groundbreaking development in relation to
women and law have also taken place in the Pacific. In
October 2003, Fiji finally had the Family Law Act.
RRRT, APWLD’s partner in Fiji, had considerable
involvement in this. In November 2004, the Court of
Appeal in Fiji removed the discriminatory corroboration practice through a new groundbreaking precedent
citing CEDAW, Section 38 of the Fiji Bill of Rights and
the Fiji Law Reform Commission (FLRC) Report. The
FLRC Report cited the Fiji Women’s Rights Movement’s (FWRM is another partner of APWLD) draft
report and draft legislation which advocated that the
practice be outlawed citing its discriminatory history
and its unconstitutional use in light of CEDAW. RRRT’s
training of judges and lawyers and lobbying the Court
of Appeal (CA) judges using various precedents some
of which are cited in the CA judgment, has played a
significant role in this judgment, including training of
the lawyer who challenged the corroboration practice
received, through RRRT’s lawyers training programme
which has links with APWLD’s FLTP training.
Some of the other significant achievements where
APWLD’s partners in the Pacific have played a contributory role are the passing of Vanuatu’s Domestic
Protection Bill and the abolition of corroboration
requirement in Kiribati in 2003 and Kiribati’s ratification of CEDAW in the year 2004. The Vanuatu Women’s Centre also played an important role in the
submission of the country report on CEDAW by
Vanuatu. The report was handed over to the Prime
Minister of Vanuatu in December, 2004. APWLD works
closely with RRRT, FWRM and Vanuatu Women’s
Centre in the Pacific.
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Violence Against Women
Programme
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I. OVERVIEW
Violence against women (VAW) is one of the most
visible manifestations of the unequal and unjust power
relations in our societies. Women’s activism over the
past decades has undoubtedly made significant
contributions in the struggle to make women’s lives
free of violence. The 1990s, in particular, were characterised by several important achievements in setting
international standards and mechanisms to address
VAW: the 1993 Vienna Conference resulted in the
recognition of women’s rights as human rights; the
Declaration on the Elimination of VAW was adopted by
the UN General Assembly in 1993; the post of the
Special Rapporteur on VAW was created in 1994; the
Inter American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of VAW was approved in the
same year; the International Conference on Population
and Development in Cairo also in 1994 and the World
Conference on Women in 1995 further advanced the
claim for women’s reproductive and sexual rights; the
creation of the International Criminal Court in 1998 for
the first time recognised that rape constitutes a war
crime or a crime against humanity; and the Optional
Protocol to CEDAW adopted in 1999 opens legal
redress for individual complaints on discrimination
against women. All these international instruments
and mechanisms have asserted that VAW is a violation
of the fundamental principles of international human
rights and humanitarian laws.
Indeed, there has been growing and widespread
awareness among governments and civil societies that
VAW is not a private matter, but a serious public
concern that has to be addressed in multi-faceted
ways. At the national level, several countries now
have specific legislation on VAW. In Asia Pacific;
Mongolia, Philippines and Indonesia are the latest
addition to the list of countries that have enacted such
laws. Several countries in the region also have
women’s ministries, gender-sensitive police desks,
domestic violence reporting system in hospitals, and
other state-supported initiatives to address violence
against women1. Responses to VAW have been used
as a measure of legitimacy for many gendermainstreaming projects. Thus, in terms of standard
setting, creation of mechanisms and awarenessraising, much has been achieved in the area of
violence against women.
Yet, women’s lives do not seem to be substantially
free from violence. The High-Level Intergovernmental
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Meeting to Review Regional Implementation of the
BPFA for Asia-Pacific, held in Bangkok, 7-10, September 2004, acknowledged: “It was noted, however, that
in a number of countries progress (to end VAW) was
too slow, given the lack of enforcement of laws and of
harmonisation between laws and social stigmas
attached to the victims, their families and communities”2. A percentage of one in three women still
experience violence3. Recent research has shown that
more than 50 per cent of Indian women believe wife
beating is justified under certain circumstances, with
reasons ranging from neglecting the house and going
out of the house without informing their husbands4. In
their latest report, “Shattering Silences”, women’s
groups from Burma have been able to document 125
cases of rape by the military regime within a period of
one-and-a-half years5. The National Commission on
Human Rights of Indonesia reported that it has
received details of 102 cases of rape during the course
of its investigations into human rights violations
committed between 1989-19986. The impunity with
which these acts of VAW are conducted with perpetrators hardly ever brought to justice, remains a grave
area of concern.
As stated by Radhika Coomaraswamy, former UN
Special Rapporteur on VAW, women’s poor economic,
social and political status remains unaddressed as a
root cause of VAW. In the economic context, the
unfettered market logic of neo-liberal globalisation has
worsened women’s lives and given rise to aggravated
forms of VAW. Deregulation, privatisation and liberalisation of national economies have led to increasing
poverty. Erosion of traditional livelihoods, displacement of communities, increasing conflicts over
resources have made women more vulnerable to
violence at home and outside. For instance, hilltribe
women from Thailand have stated conflicts and
eroding access to land are causing more domestic
violence and other forms of VAW in their communities;
displacement of fisher communities with the intense
commercialisation of the fishing industry has made
more women more vulnerable to prostitution and
other forms of sexual exploitation; migrant women
domestic workers in Hong Kong and other countries
are forced to work in sub-standard conditions,
including living in severely inadequate housing
facilities7, as the international labour market continue
to be deregulated.

II. ACTIVITIES
Relatedly, resurgence of fundamentalist forces in
several countries in the region as well as military and
right-wing regimes coming to power is directly
eroding women’s human rights, resulting in more
blatant forms of VAW. States backed by fundamentalist
groups have increasingly defined what is culturally
‘proper’, what is morally ‘right’ and codified these
norms in national laws and policies. This has led to
government-sanctioned oppressive practices against
women, including restriction of their mobility, denial of
their access to education, curtailment of their freedom
of expression and other fundamental freedoms. In
conflict situations, battles are being fought over
women’s bodies as women are seen as markers of
their cultures and communities. States then have
increasingly become perpetuators of VAW and instead
of addressing these atrocities, have become more
autocratic and as illustrated above, more militaristic in
their responses. Although VAW is prevalent in all
parts of the world, one of the major differences for
countries in Asia-Pacific and other less developed
countries is that the state has not put in place or
implemented fully effective laws to protect women
against violence.
In these contexts, the following programme issues
have been prioritised under the VAW Programme for
2003-2005: commission by state and non-state actors
of VAW with impunity; use of religion and customs to
perpetuate VAW, specifically on women’s sexuality, in
the context of growing fundamentalisms; and emerging and aggravated forms of VAW in the context of
globalisation.
To respond toward addressing these issues, the
VAW programme has set its objectives for 2003 2005 as follows:
1. To strengthen effectiveness of human rights
mechanisms, specifically the UN Special Rapporteur
mechanism, to address VAW;
2. To build capacity of women’s groups to advocate for elimination of existing and emerging forms of
VAW in Asia Pacific;

RESULTS

Output: Support provided to national
campaigns in Asia Pacific for the
elimination of existing and emerging
forms of VAW at regional/international
fora
Indicator: Extent of coverage of these
campaigns at regional /international
fora; at least four alliances created at
the regional/international fora between
women’s groups working on these issues
and how useful have they found these
alliances
APWLD participants:
Ivy Josiah, Women’s Aid Organisation
Nang Lao Liang Won, Women’s League of
Burma
Funders: HIVOS, Sida and Novib

Participation at the 60th Session of UN Commission of Human Rights, March 15- April 23, 2004,
Geneva was part of APWLD’s advocacy on VAW and
Women’s Right to Adequate Housing (RAH) and to
support the existing campaign of Women’s League of
Burma (WLB) to end state violence against women of
ethnic nationalities in Burma.
A panel presentation on “Interlinkages between
Violence against Women and Women’s Rights to
Adequate Housing” was organised. It was designed as
a follow up activity to the Consultation on the same
theme organised by APWLD in collaboration with the
UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing (UNSRAH), Miloon Kothari and other organisations in
October 2003 in Delhi, India.
The panel was attended by over 20 participants.
The panel speakers included Dr. Yakin Erturk, the UN
Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women
(UNSR-VAW); Miloon Kothari, the UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing (UNSR-AH); Nang Lao
Liang Won, Women’s League of Burma (WLB); Rea
Chiongson, IWRAW-AP; and Ivy Josiah representing
Women’s Aid Organisation and APWLD. An issuespaper on ‘Interlinkages between Violence Against
Women and Women’s Right to Adequate Housing’ was
also prepared by APWLD as a background paper for
APWLD ANNUAL REPORT 2004

3. To enhance conceptual clarity among NGOs
working on VAW, from a feminist perspective, towards
addressing recognised and unrecognised forms of
VAW and their causes and consequences.

AND
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the panel discussion. The issues-paper presented the
framework developed during the Consultation with the
UNSR-AH in October 2003 and highlighted specific
concerns and campaigns of APWLD members related
to VAW and right to adequate housing.
Some of the key issues discussed by the panel
were: broadening the normative content of right to
adequate housing; sharing of key points of the 2003
Consultation in Delhi on ‘Interlinkages between
Violence Against Women and Women’s Right to
Adequate Housing’ with a wider audience; strengthening international human rights standards and corresponding state obligations by integrating the different
models of non-discrimination and equality; facilitating
grassroots work as the basis for realisation of these
standards and how this could be facilitated by the
work of the UN Special Rapporteur.
As stated, these advocacy efforts were made to
ensure a focus on state accountability for women’s
issues related to VAW and adequate housing in the
report to be produced by the UN SR-AH for the
UNCHR in 2005 and in the succeeding reports of the
UN SR-VAW. The panel presentation also provided an
introduction between the two UN Special Rapporteurs
and their work, with the intent of developing possible
future collaborations among UN Special Rapporteurs
to address intersectional discrimination against
women. It was also a platform to raise international
awareness on the issues of APWLD members such as:
the forced relocation and violence against ethnic
women from Burma; lack of access to land and
violence against hill tribe women in Thailand; sex work
and prostitution of women among small scale fishing
communities in Thailand; and deprivation of adequate
housing for migrant women domestic workers in
Hong Kong.
Since the 60th session was also the first year for
the new UNSR-VAW, Dr. Yakin Erturk, to present her
report at the UNCHR, this activity was also intended to
explore possibilities of collaborations on specific
issues between special rapporteurs.
As part of supporting the campaign of its members
and partners, APWLD supported the participation of
Nang Lao Liang Won of WLB to lobby the UN and
government missions on the resolution on Burma and
include state accountability for sexual violence against
ethnic women of Burma. Her participation was also
crucial both in getting this language in the resolution
and also in the launch of the report “Shattering
Silences” by the Karen Women’s Organisation on the
continuing use of rape as a strategy of war by the
Burmese military regime.
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APWLD’s support to advocacy efforts of women
from ethnic nationalities of Burma has been significant. Since the launch of the Stop License to Rape
report, APWLD has worked closely with the Shan
Women’s Action Network (SWAN) and the WLB,
supporting and facilitating their advocacy efforts at
several levels. Some of the fora where APWLD
facilitated their participation are: Asia Pacific Consultation with the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence
against Women in 2002; Asia Consultation with the UN
Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing in 2003;
Consultation with UN Special Representative on
Human Rights Defenders in 2003; Asia Social Forum
in 2003; Commission on the Status of Women in
2003; UN Commission on Human Rights in 2003 and
2004. This has given more visibility to their campaigns
and has highlighted the systematic use of rape as a
weapon of war by the military regime of Burma.
As stated, at the 60th Session of UNCHR in 2004
in particular, due to lobbying by representatives of
SWAN and WLB, whose participation was supported
by APWLD, very specific language on sexual violence
was incorporated in the resolution on Burma [E/CN.4/
2004/L.34]. For the first time, the resolution specifically stated: in Para 2 (d): ‘Extrajudicial killings, rape
and other forms of sexual violence persistently carried
out by members of the armed forces’,... and in Para 4
(g) ‘Without further delay to cooperate fully with the
Special Rapporteur to facilitate an independent
international investigation of continuing reports of
sexual violence and other abuse of civilians carried out
by members of the armed forces in Shan and other
states and further to ensure the safety and freedom
from intimidation of all persons who collaborate with
the Special Rapporteur.’
In terms of alliances created, SWAN and WLB have
developed links with critical organisations for their
work. For instance, they have been able to collaborate
with the International Confederation Federation of
Trade Unions (ICFTU) to raise their concerns in the
letter from ICFTU to the President of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) on the master plan of the Tasang
Dam, in Shan State of Burma which is part of the
Mekong Power Grid, promoted by the ADB. They were
able to network with indigenous organisations that
attended the UNCHR as well as work with them on the
UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII),
New York in May 2004. They have linked with the
Association Swiss Birmanie (ASB) in order to raise the
Swiss public awareness on the situation of human
rights in Burma, especially situation of women,
through the media (TV interviews, articles in different
newspapers, etc.) and other events such as the
International Book Fair. These are just some specific

examples of the alliances created. The VAW programme of APWLD is also considering more strategic
partnership with SWAN and WLB rather than just
opening up venues for them to raise their campaign
issues.
On July 25-26 2004 in Jakarta, Indonesia, APWLD,
in collaboration with Forum Asia and Komnas
Perempuan, organised a Study Workshop on ‘Sexuality and Violence against Women’. This was followed by
the Asia Pacific Consultation on ‘Sexuality and Violence against Women: Access to Justice’ organised in
collaboration with the UN SR-VAW, held on July 27-28
2004, in Jakarta. On July 29, Komnas Perempuan
organised a National Consultation with the UNSR-VAW
and Indonesian women’s rights activists and on 30-31
July, the VAW TF of APWLD had its annual Task Force
meeting.

The Study Workshop and the Consultation were
attended by 48 participants from different countries of
Asia Pacific. Participants included grass roots activists, representatives from national, regional and
international NGOs, women’s groups, members of the
academia and the judiciary, researchers etc. Both
served as a critical forum for enhancing understanding
and sharpening conceptual clarity on issues of
Sexuality and VAW in order to strengthen activism on
violence and other issues of women’s rights. While the
consultation focused specifically on issues of sexuality
and VAW in the context of access to justice, The Study
Workshop was the space for learning and went
beyond just looking at sexuality from the VAW perspective and explored issues of sexuality in its entirety.
Some of the issues that were discussed in the
Study Workshop were: how women’s bodies and their
sexuality become markers of culture and grounds for
constructing national, militaristic and communal
identities; how sexuality is not just about ‘the body’
but encompasses spiritual, social, moral and several
other domains; how sexual ethics as per most religions are premised to secure the degree of female
virtue without which the patriarchal family becomes
impossible since paternity is always uncertain; how
the norm of heterosexuality (or ‘hetero-normativity’)
impacts on lesbians and other sexual minorities, etc.
The Study Workshop was followed by the Consultation with Dr. Yakin Erturk, the new UN SR-VAW on
“Sexuality and VAW: Access to Justice”. Participants
made presentations on the issues of VAW and access
to justice spanning the entire range—from VAW within
the household, in the community, by the state and in
the continuum from the domicile to the trans-national
arena. Experiences of women in accessing justice at
the community, national and international level were
discussed. A special session on HIV/AIDS was also
organised keeping in mind its links with the issue of
sexuality and VAW as well as to feed into the UNSR’s
report to the UNCHR in 2005 which will focus on VAW
and HIV/AIDS.
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Output:
1. Established a working relation with
the newly appointed UN SR-VAW to be able
to hold consultations with her on the
issues of VAW in the Asia Pacific with a
focus on state accountability;
2. Regional workshop on Sexuality and VAW
in Asia Pacific;
3. Paper on VAW and Sexuality.
Indicator:
1. Extent of coverage in the reports of
the UNSR of issues raised in the regional
consultation on VAW on State
accountability of VAW in Asia Pacific
2. At least 3 TF members used the paper
and how
APWLD participants:
Kamala Chandrakirana,
Komnas Perempuan, Indonesia
Desti Murdijana, Pikul
Habiba Nessa, Naripokkho
Enkhjargal Davaasuren , Mongolian National
Center Against Violence
Shyamala Gomez, Sri Lanka
Young Sook Cho, Korea Women’s Associations
United
Manisha Gupte, Masum
Suteera Vichitranonda, Gender and
Development Research Institute
Eleanor Conda, Philippines
Ivy Josiah, Women’s Aid Organisation
Titi Soentoro, Solidaritas Perempuan
Nang Lao Liang Won, Women’s League of
Burma
Pranom Somwong, Migrant Action Programme
Mary Jane N. Real, Regional Coordinator,
APWLD
Yamini, APWLD Secretariat
Tomoko Kashiwazaki, APWLD Secretariat
Punika Shinawatra, APWLD Secretariat
Cait Sainsbury, APWLD Secretariat
Lisa Pusey, APWLD Secretariat
Funders: HIVOS, Sida and Novib

In preparation for the Study Workshop and the
Consultation, a planning meeting was organised on 15
March 2004 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in collaboration with Women’s Aid Organisation (WAO), APWLD’s
partner in Malaysia. Representatives from IWRAW-AP
and Asia Pacific Resource and Research Centre for
Women (ARROW), Sisters in Islam and WAO participated in the meeting. The planning helped clarify
concepts related to sexuality and sexual violence,
outlined critical issues to be discussed and identified
key participants to be invited. The WAO hosted it and
augmented the limited funds from APWLD for this
activity.
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The Consultation highlighted that almost all critical
forms of VAW in Asia Pacific are either overtly sexual
in nature or is targeted at their sexuality. Acid throwing
on women in Bangladesh, honour crimes in Pakistan,
Turkey and several other countries, virginity tests,
stoning of women in Afghanistan, the issues of
comfort women, female genital mutilation which is
now being experienced in parts of Asia are all related
to women’s sexuality. At the same time, addressing
sexualities only from the violence or disease perspective is not a holistic understanding of the term.
Several critical issues emerged from the consultation. The issue of cultural relativism and where respect
for culture should stop and respect for women’s rights
prevail emerged several times. It was also emphasised
that while situations or armed conflict heighten
women’s vulnerability to VAW and reduce their
chances of access to justice, end of the conflict does
not necessarily also entail ending of violence experienced by women. It was also pointed out the militarism and fundamentalisms are interrelated and how
fundamentalisms often emerge in response to militarism or are fuelled by it. Plural legal systems were
identified as one of the main obstacles in implementation of the international law for women’s rights. In
regard to HIV/AIDS, it was pointed out by a participant
that ‘condoms do not protect women from HIV but
rights do’. The success stories of criminalisation of
marital rape in Nepal and reform of penal codes in
Turkey were also discussed.
This was followed by a national meeting on VAW in
Indonesia organised by Komnas Perempuan on July
29, 2004. Several women’s groups from Indonesia
attended the meeting and made specific presentations
on critical issues on VAW in Indonesia to the UNSRVAW. In the meeting, the UNSR-VAW and Mary Jane
Real, the Regional Coordinator of APWLD, urged that
the bill on Domestic Violence be passed soon. This
was covered widely, including in a leading national
daily. The speech made by the UNSR-VAW, which was
covered widely helped assert that the support for the
bill was broad based and that the international community was looking forward to it. In September 2004,
after years of struggle, Indonesia finally had a law for
elimination of violence in households. Komnas
Perempuan, APWLD’s partner in Indonesia, was
involved extensively in lobbying the parliamentarians
for the bill to be passed.
The feedback from the participants was positive.
The UNSR-VAW found all the meetings ‘enlightening’
and is keen on continuing with such regional consultations. She also said that she will recommend to other
groups to hold national consultations as it gives her
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direct access to women’s groups and the opportunity
to discuss with them their issues and concerns. One
of the outcomes of the meeting was that the Special
Rapporteur proposed to focus her report to UNCHR in
2006 on ‘Access to Justice’. If the report indeed
adopts such focus, this is important as it will signify
APWLD’s successful advocacy to influence the agenda
of the UNSR-VAW based on critical concerns of
network members.
The report from the Study Workshop and the
Consultation has been prepared and will be ready for
circulation by early 2005.
In 2004, the VAW programme has achieved the
output for 2003 – 2005 of establishing relations with
the new UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against
Women, Dr. Yakin Erturk. In terms of impact and
indicators, the extent of coverage in the report of the
UNSR-VAW of issues raised in the regional consultation will be assessed when she presents her report to
the UNCHR in April 2005. The extent of coverage will
have to be assessed keeping in mind that the UNSRVAW will focus her report on VAW and HIV/AIDS and
the regional consultation, though it included the issue
of HIV/AIDS, did not deliberately focus on the issue.
However, in as much as the HIV/AIDS is a pandemic of
gender issues, human rights violations and sexuality, it
is hoped that issues raised by women in the consultation will be covered in her report and more directly in
her future reports on access to justice.
The indicator pertaining to ‘at least 3 Task Force
members being able to use the paper produced’ will
be assessed in the year 2005, when the report from
the Study Workshop and the Consultation is circulated
to Task Force members. Some initial indications that
the Task Force members are being able to make use of
the Study Workshop and the Consultation are already
evident. Manisha Gupta, VAW Task Force member
from India screened a film on Japan’s war crimes on
women, which was shown during the Consultation by
VAWW-NET, Japan, at a public meeting in Pune, India.
The screening was planned to trigger a discussion on
war, violence and women. The programme was part of
the 16 days of Activism against VAW and also served
as a preparatory meeting for the Anti War Assembly to
be held in Hyderabad, India. Shyamala Gomez, VAW
Task Force member from Sri Lanka incorporated the
articles and handouts circulated during the meetings
in her lectures in the University on Women’s Rights
which is part of Diploma programme in human rights.
The students were a diverse group including the
military, lawyers, activists and those from the private
sector.

It is also worth sharing that after a three-yearcampaign of women’s groups including Women for
Women’s Human Rights- NEW WAYS, APWLD’s
partner in Turkey, that participated in the Consultation,
the Turkish Penal Code Draft Law was accepted in the
Turkish Parliament Grand National Assembly in
September 2004. The new Turkish Penal Code includes more than thirty amendments that constitute a
major step towards gender equality and protection of
sexual and bodily rights of women and girls in Turkey.
Some of these changes are: classifying sexual offences under the section “crimes against individuals /
crimes against inviolability of sexual integrity” in the
new penal code as opposed to “crimes against society
/ crimes against public morality and family” in the old
penal code. Patriarchal concepts such as chastity,
honour, public morality, public customs, shame or
decency were eliminated. Progressive definitions of
sexual offences were adopted, sexual harassment at
the workplace and marital rape were criminalised and
new measures to prevent sentence reductions granted
to perpetrators of honour killings. There are several
such improvements in the new Penal Code. However,
there still are remaining demands from women’s
groups like the practice of virginity testing has to be
explicitly banned and criminalised under all circumstances.

A specific critical alliance that was created directly
due to APWLD was the facilitation and coordination of
the trip of Mongolian delegates to Malaysia by the
Women’s Aid Organisation, APWLD’s member in
Malaysia. In January 2004, a delegation from Mongolia comprising of Members of Parliament, Lawyer’s
Association, women’s groups, Ministry of Social
Welfare, police, prosecutor’s office and the Ministry of
Justice went on a study tour to Malaysia to see the
impact of Malaysia’s domestic violence legislation. At
that time, the bill was under debate in the Mongolian
Parliament. The delegation visited women’s organisations, hospitals, police stations, prosecutor’s office,
etc. The trip sensitised the delegation and exposed
them to the advantages of having a law on domestic
violence and how it would function. The exposure trip
facilitated creation of a stronger lobby group which
contributed to the passage of the bill in Mongolia.

The Director of the Mongolian National
Centre Against Violence, D. Enkhjargal,
in her report wrote: “Every year the
consultations organised with UN Special
Rapporteurs by APWLD provide us with
main understanding, conceptulisation of
selected theme and possible ways to
address the problems. It is significant to
use this knowlege at the national level
when we return to our home country.”
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In the programme cycle 2003-2005, the VAW
programme has also continued to strengthen the UN
Special Rapporteur mechanism in demanding State
accountability for VAW. The success of the regional
consultation on VAW and women’s right to adequate
housing held in 2003 prompted the UN SR-AH to hold
a similar consultation in the Pacific in collaboration
with APWLD and other organisations in October 2004
in Nadi, Fiji (the activity is detailed in the section on
Additional Activities). As a follow-up to the regional
consultation, members of the VAW programme also
incorporated specific questions in the Questionnaire
being used by the UN Special Rapporteur to prepare
for his 2005 report Women and Adequate Housing.
The additional questions were intended to elicit
responses which would cover the range of women’s
rights to housing and the violence they experience
when these rights are violated. The revised questionnaire is being used by the UNSR-AH and is being
distributed to states, NGOs and people’s movements.
The extent of coverage of issues raised in the Consultation on VAW and Women’s Right to Adequate
Housing in 2003 in the report of the UN SR-AH would
be assessed in April 2005 when the Special Rapporteur will present his report on Women and Adequate
Housing at the UNCHR.

Following the Consultation in New Delhi in 2003,
the VAW Task Force member from Mongolia organised
a National Consultation on “Adequate Housing and
Domestic Violence” in collaboration with the National
Human Rights Committee in Mongolia to lobby
parliamentarians, members of political parties and
government officials to incorporate relevant issues
pertaining to women’s right to housing in the law
against domestic violence which was under discussion
at that time. The national consultation, which was held
in Ulaanbaatar used materials from the regional
consultation organised by APWLD. Due to sustained
advocacy by women’s groups, including the Mongolian National Centre Against Violence, APWLD’s
member in Mongolia, the law was passed in May 2004
and will be in force from January, 2005. The law
provides a clause to ouster the perpetrator of violence,
thus recognising the woman’s right to housing.
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ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
Several additional activities were undertaken
during the course of the year, upon request from
members, partners and other organsiations. These
activities were implemented since they furthered the
objectives of the VAW programme. These additional
activities were:
Pacific Regional Consultation on W
omen’
Women’
omen’ss Right to
Land and Adequate Housing
Continuing the process of regional consultations
on women and housing, the UN Special Rapporteur
Miloon Kothari met with groups in the Pacific from
October 12-15, 2004. The Consultation was jointly
organised by the Fiji-based Regional Rights Resource
Team (RRRT), Habitat International Coalition-Housing
and Land Rights Network (South Asia Regional
Programme), the International Women’s Rights,
Action Watch-Asia Pacific and APWLD, in support and
cooperation of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).
The Pacific Consultation forms the fifth in a series
of regional meetings between women’s groups and the
UNSR-AH- Miloon Kothari that previously took place in
east Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East/
North Africa. The meeting that APWLD organised with
him for Asia was the one that set this process going.
The Consultation was attended by representatives
from women’s and community groups from Fiji,
Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Kiribati, Cook
Islands, Bougainville, Papua New Guinea and indigenous Australia. An international group of facilitators
from Australia, India, Cambodia and Egypt complemented the local team of RRRT and UN Habitat.
The women from the Pacific gave testimonies on
women’s housing and land rights issues across the
region and exchanged approaches and strategies to
strengthen work on these issues in the area. Some of
the issues that were discussed in the Pacific consultation include the sources and solutions to land tenure
systems, indigenous land rights and discrimination,
women’s housing rights and problems related to
domestic violence, inadequate housing conditions,
urbanisation and squatter settlements, civil conflict,
legal, cultural and traditional barriers, water and basic
sanitation. As an outcome of the Pacific Consultation,
the various partners agreed to jointly take on follow-up
activities on women and housing in the Pacific.
APWLD also endorsed the partnership and re-iterated
its commitment to the project.
Workshop on ‘Violence Against W
omen: TTaking
aking Stock
Women:
of the Gains and Challenges’
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A workshop on ‘Violence Against Women: Taking
stock of the gains and challenges’ was organised at
the Asia-Pacific NGO Forum for BPFA+10, June 30July 03, Thailand, in collaboration with Amnesty
International. The workshop was organised upon
request from Amnesty International to utilise the AsiaPacific NGO Forum as a critical forum to raise awareness and discuss with women from different countries
and different fields attending the NGO forum, the
achievements in addressing VAW since the BPFA was
adopted in 1995. The meeting was attended by
approximately 35 women.
Some of the achievements in eliminating VAW
since the adoption of the BPFA were identified as:
standard setting and norms creation at both international and regional levels; raising consciousness and
awareness specifically in regard to state accountability; national legislation to end VAW in several countries; training of the police and judiciary on gender
issues in the administration of justice pertinent to
VAW; and a robust growth of anti-VAW movements
and crisis intervention programmes for victims/
survivors. Obstacles and challenges that the women’s
movement continues to face were also identified, for
instance, impunity of state actors who have committed
VAW; lack of access to justice for most women
particularly those in the marginalised sectors; lack of
States’ due diligence in fulfilling its responsibility
under international law to end VAW, etc.
The workshop made specific recommendations for
the Purple Book, the outcome document of the AP
NGO Forum. These recommendations also feature in
the Little Purple Book, the lobby document for the
global BPFA+10 review to be held during the CSW
Session 2005.
Participation at the Sexuality and Rights Institute
Yamini, APWLD Programme Officer, attended the
Sexuality and Rights Institute organised by the South
and South East Asia Resource Centre on Sexuality
organised in Delhi, India from September 15-22. The
Institute was the first of its kind and was attended by
participants from South and South East Asia.
Attending the Institute enhanced APWLD’s existing
work on sexuality including strengthening the report
on sexuality to be produced by the programme. It
added to the resource materials and readings on
sexuality available to APWLD. The Institute discussed
sexuality in the context of human rights,
fundamentalisms, the debate on sex work,
heteronormativity and the consequent discrimination
against homosexuals.

III. LESSONS LEARNT

AND

FUTURE PLANS

Lessons Learnt:
One of the challenges that the programme faced in
2004, was balancing the priorities for the programme
set by the Task Force for any year might change with
the theme of the report of the UNSR-VAW to UNCHR.
One of the indicators for the programme is the ‘extent
of coverage in the report of the UNSR’, and to be able
to meet this indicator, the programme has to align
itself with the topic of the report to the UNCHR by the
UNSR-VAW. For instance, in the year 2004, the Task
Force had already decided to focus on Sexuality,
however, in April 2004 the programme got information
that the SR would focus her report on ‘VAW and HIV/
AIDS’. Balancing such needs will continue to challenge
the programme. For Consultations with the UNSRVAW, it is also important to emphasise that while
making presentations, women need to move beyond
description of the problem to identifying concrete
recommendations. In addition, one of the lessons
learnt for the programme has also been that a planning meeting between facilitators before any workshop
is a must to ensure its effectiveness. Organising backto-back national consultations with regional consultations so as to provide a space for local women’s
groups to raise their concerns with the UNSR was very
productive and should be continued.
Future Direction:
APWLD’s VAW Programme has been organising
Asia-Pacific NGO Consultations with the UN Special
Rapporteur on VAW (UNSR-VAW) since 1995. This
process of annual consultations with the UNSRs was
quite new to the region then. The consultations were
useful venue for NGOs and women’s organisations to
have direct access to the Special Rapporteur mechanism of the UN. The consultations also provided an
opportunity for collective engagement and analysis
that encouraged critiquing and re-examining of current
strategies. These regular consultations with the UNSRVAW made this UN mechanism accessible and
relevant to women’s groups, especially in Asia Pacific

where there is no regional human rights mechanism
for State accountability on human rights.
The effectiveness of the consultation prompted
other programmes of APWLD and other organisations
in Asia Pacific to use the Special Rapporteur mechanism of the UN as a possible advocacy platform. The
other UN Special Rapporteurs and Representatives
that APWLD has engaged with are the Special Representative on Human Rights Defenders, Special
Rapporteur on Adequate Housing and the Special
Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants. APWLD
also developed guidelines for women’s groups
wanting to replicate the process8. With more than a
decade of working with the UNSR-VAW mechanism,
APWLD has significantly contributed to the recognition of forms of violence affecting women in Asia
Pacific and provided regional and international support
for the advocacy of women’s groups at the national
level.
Despite this, there was a common feeling in the
Task Force for the VAW Programme, to do more. The
programme wanted to look beyond the UN and annual
engagements with the SR-VAW and have an impact at
the community level. In its last meeting in Jakarta in
August 2004, the Task Force decided to develop a
campaign on Access to Justice.
The focus on access to justice is important as
there seems to be a general consensus that the call for
access to justice is a critical link in implementing
international standards on eliminating VAW. At the
High Level Intergovernmental meeting on BPFA+10,
held in Bangkok in September 2004, Radhika
Coomaraswamy, the former UNSR-VAW highlighted
the main challenges ahead in the field of VAW as,
“Implementation, Implementation, Implementation”.
The campaign will attempt to redefine the notion of
justice from a critical feminist perspective, methods of
redress will not just look at legal redress but other
forms of redress as well and it will review and develop
recommendations on how best to realise the international human rights standards towards the elimination
of VAW.

REPORT OF THE HIGH-LEVEL INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEETING TO REVIEW REGIONAL IMPLEMENTAION OF THE BPFA AND ITS REGIONAL
GLOBAL OUTCOMES, BANGKOK, 7-10, SEPTEMBER 2004. E/ESCAP/BPA/REP.
2
REPORT OF THE HIGH-LEVEL INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEETING TO REVIEW REGIONAL IMPLEMENTAION OF THE BPFA AND ITS REGIONAL
AND GLOBAL OUTCOMES, BANGKOK, 7-10, SEPTEMBER 2004. E/ESCAP/BPA/REP.
3
UNIFEM “NOT A MINUTE MORE: ENDING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN”, 2003
4
SURVEY OF 90,000 WOMEN CONDUCTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR POPULATION SCIENCES, SEE WWW.UMIACS.UMD.EDU/
USERS/SAWWEB/SAWNET/NEWS/NEWS415.HTML
5
REPORT BY KAREN WOMEN’S ORGANISATION, 2004
6
HTTP://WWW.AMNESTYUSA.ORG/WOMEN/DOCUMENT.DO?ID=66BDE29FF59596C980256E67005A4F17
7
“INTERLINKAGES BETWEEN VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND WOMEN’S RIGHT TO ADEQUATE HOUSING”, PUBLISHED BY APWLD, 2004
8
“STANDPOINT VIEWPOINT: GUIDELINES FOR REGIONAL CONSULTATIONS WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN.” FOR A COPY OF THE PUBLICATION PLEASE WRITE TO APWLD@APWLD.ORG.
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Women’s Participation
in Political Processes
Programme
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I. OVERVIEW
Despite the fact that women make up one half of
the world’s population, there is still a persistent and
glaring disparity in the number of women who hold
decision-making positions at various levels worldwide.
For example, in Asia Pacific, only 15% of all parliamentarians are women. A pervasive patriarchal
system, including customs and traditions which
stereotypically confine women’s roles in the private
sphere in conjunction with male-dominated traditional
political systems, has been largely responsible for
women’s under-representation in political processes.
At the same time, global processes such as
economic globalisation, fundamentalisms, and
militarism continue to directly and indirectly impact on
the ability of women in the region to actively participate in politics. Across Asia Pacific, democratic
mechanisms and institutions are being challenged and
at times eroded by increased globalisation. States
have increasingly moved towards models of development which prioritise the demands of international
financial institutions, northern governments and multinational corporations over those of local constituencies. Within this context, States have also moved to
the adoption of more repressive stances towards
dissenting communities and organisations. There has
been an escalation of levels of state violence, which
target women specifically in the form of sex and
gender based violence, and continue to marginalise
them from existing political processes. These state
actions restrict the civil and political rights of all
citizens, and further narrow opportunities for women’s
active participation in decision-making at all levels.
This situation is exacerbated by states’ failure to
implement laws and policies that safeguard women’s
rights to engage in all political spaces even as all of
the countries in Asia Pacific formally recognise the
rights of women to participate in politics.
In 2004, several countries in Asia Pacific held
general elections including India, Indonesia, Philippines, South Korea, and Malaysia. In each of these
countries WPPP Task Force members continued to
lobby for electoral reform, and the strengthening of
the links between women candidates, and women’s
agendas and progressive political parties. Some
notable gains were made in these recent elections, for
example in India the new government has now
recognised as part of its common minimum programmes, that affirmative action should be implemented to improve women’s participation in parliament and there is new hope that the bill supporting the
endeavour to bring about constitutional amendment
will finally be passed. In Korea, 39 women won seats
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in parliament in the last election. In the Philippines,
Gabriela Women’s Party successfully used the party
list system to win a seat in Congress. In Malaysia, the
number of women holding seats in parliament increased and the new Prime Minister has recognised
that women should have at least 30 percent representation, a step towards equal representation which was
previously unspoken of.
These gains are significant, however the full
attainment of equal representation in all levels of
government and decision-making bodies across the
region is still being firmly challenged by a decisive
roll-back in democracy across Asia Pacific. During
these recent elections, APWLD network members
reported an escalating climate of patriarchy, and
corruption in forms that continued to marginalise
women candidates and diminish government accountability. For example, network members in India
reported that women were excluded from many vote
banks under the multi-party system because voters
are encouraged to vote along caste and feudal lines.
Within this context, women have difficulty entering
politics unless they have a family history of politics or
unless they align themselves with male popular
kinship leaders. At the same time, women who oppose
the ruling party by running as independent candidates
continue to be harassed and are often killed. In the
Philippines network members reported that the 2004
elections were marked by massive fraud including
buying votes from citizens and vote counters, as well
as the existence of coercive military campaigns
mounted against progressive party candidates and any
political organisation which challenged the ruling
party’s globalisation agenda. Other network members
reported that political parties manipulated quota
systems during recent elections by placing women
candidates in areas where they have no chance of
success, and by co-opting women agendas for the
duration of the election period with no real intention of
implementing policies aimed at addressing the needs
of women in the post-election period.
Operating within this context where democracy is
being contested within states, and recognizing the
importance of counteracting emerging political
processes which reduce spaces for women’s political
participation as well as the pressing need to solidify
women’s visions, voices and votes in all upcoming
elections, and in all existing and emerging political
institutions within the Region, the Women’s Participation in Political Processes Program (WPPP) objectives
for 2003-2005 are:



To assist women in Asia Pacific to challenge
existing political structures (i.e., electoral processes) which hinder women’s political participation;
and



To increase the capacity of Asia Pacific women
decision makers to promote a feminist perspective
and agenda in existing political processes and
structures.

It is important to note that as the WPPP Programme was without a Programme Officer for over six
months of this reporting period there have been some
slight delays in the completion of planned activities for
the 2004 reporting year. These delays in programming
have now been addressed following the arrival of the
new Programme Officer in September and following
strategic planning which took place at the annual Task
Force meeting in October.
II. ACTIVITIES

AND

RESULTS

Output:
A collation of strategies used
by women in Asia Pacific to challenge
existing electoral processes that
discriminate against women.
Indicator: Three women’s groups in Asia
Pacific using the collation to guide and
develop appropriate strategies to
challenge national electoral processes
that discriminate against women.
APWLD Participants:
Priscilla Singh, Fiji Women’s Rights
Movement, Fiji
S.K. Priya, India
Nurgul Djanaeva, Forum of Women’s NGOs of
Kyrgyzstan
Rashila Ramli, Malaysia
Elisa Tita Lubi, GABRIELA, Philippines
Choung Nam Ha, Korean Women’s Hot Line,
Korea
WPPP researchers from Fiji, Korea, East
Timor, Malaysia,
India, Philippines,
Malaysia,India,
Kyrgyzstan
Julie Kon Kam King, APWLD Secretariat
Valentina Soe, APWLD Secretariat
Funders: Sida, Novib, HIVOS

This research is ongoing and in the first stages. A
WPPP Researcher’s Planning Meeting took place on
17-18 October 2004, during which time the methodology of the Research was finalised and dates were set
for subsequent meetings of the editorial board for
revisions of the text. Since then, seven researchers
from across the region have begun interviewing
women leaders within their respective countries in
order to pinpoint how they have been able to make
positive contributions in advancing women’s agendas
from their positions within politics. Their results will
be presented in the form of case studies which will
look at the factors which are crucial for women in Asia
Pacific to win in elections and to be effective as
women’s rights advocates in any elective position. The
research will also provide comments on the various
political contexts that shape women’s political participation in Asia Pacific and how various women leaders
have attempted to counteract repressive forces such
as increased militarism, fundamentalism and growing
state violence.
Leading up to the publication of this Research in
December 2005, links will be established with three
women’s groups in Asia Pacific who will be asked to
use strategies documented in the draft versions of the
Research to begin challenging national electoral
processes that discriminate against women. In
December 2005, the launching of the publication will
coincide with a WPPP regional workshop on Women’s
Strategies in Electoral Processes. Representatives
from these three identified women’s groups, along
with the researchers, and selected women politicians
in the region will come together to share experiences
and to strategise on how to move forward towards
equal representation in all political mechanisms and
institutions within the region. The final publication will
be used as a starting point for discussions and as an
educational tool for upcoming national and regional
level gender and politics training.
In 2002, the WPPP Task Force gathered a team of
trainers from across the region to collaborate on
developing a manual and training program to be used
for future gender and politics workshops at the
regional and national level. WPPP gender and politics
training workshops are aimed at increasing the
capabilities of women decision-makers and leaders to
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For women to effectively make changes and
improve their situation, it is an important step that
they gain equitable representation in the formal
decision-making bodies of their countries, whether at
the national, regional, local or community levels. The
broad objective of this WPPP research is to collate and
compile information on the various strategies used by
women, who were part of or allied to the women’s and
people’s movements, and who ran in 2001 and/or
2004 national elections in Asia Pacific. This collation

of their knowledge on how to win or raise feminist
agendas in elections will be distributed as a tool for
APWLD members to use in order to challenge discriminatory election processes and to increase levels
of women’s representation in decision-making bodies
across the region.
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Output:
Regional Gender and Politics
Training Workshops conducted.
Indicator: 5 participants have used the
knowledge and skills in the training and
how they have used it to advocate for a
feminist perspective and agenda in
existing political processes.
APWLD Participants:
Tahira Khan, Pakistan
Nurgul Djanaeva, Forum of Women’s NGOs of
Kyrgyzstan
Shyamala Gomez, Sri Lanka
Women politicians and advocates from
Central Asia, South East Asia,
South Asia, East Asia and Pacific
Julie Kon Kam King, APWLD Secretariat
Valentina Soe, APWLD Secretariat
Funders:
Sida, Novib, HIVOS

formulate a women’s agenda for political participation
and to promote women’s rights in political spaces.
Over the last two years, a series of such trainings have
been carried out in Asia Pacific. The workshops have
been an important venue for the exchange of ideas
and skills between participants and for forging
regional links between policy-makers, parliamentarians, and other women’s advocates in order to promote feminists agendas and to challenge gender
discrimination in existing political processes and
structures in the region.
In November of 2002, the WPPP Task Force in
partnership with the Forum of Women’s NGOs of
Kyrgyzstan, organised a gender and politics training
for Central Asian NGOs. Nurgul Djanaeva was the
WPPP Task Force member who was the resource
person for this event. This was the first gender and
politics training in Central Asia. Part of the objectives
of the training were to create a forum in which women
leaders could gather together to discuss common
challenges and develop joint strategies for combating
gender inequality in the region. During the training, 19
participants came together from Kyrgyzstan,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and Kazakhstan, to increase
their skills and knowledge on the challenges women
face in entering political processes; to discuss the
merit of special positive measures; to share good
practices and to determine effective strategies for
change. Following the training, the participants created
a “Women’s Network of Politicians, NGOs and Women’s Parties”. Sveta Beisova, one of the participants
from Kazakhstan, has recently reported to the WPPP
Task Force that this network functioned as an important resource and source of support for her during the
last elections in Kazakhstan. Another participant,
Cholpon Abdullaeva, plans to draw on past participants from the training to work as part of her campaign team for an upcoming February 2005 election.
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As a further result of the training, more material on
gender and politics is now available in Central Asia, in
Russian. The Training Team has also expanded the
contents of the original WPPP Training manual by
collecting case studies which are relevant to this
region, and by including training on public relations
which reflect the political situation within the Central
Asian region. Forum of Women’s NGOs of Kyrgyzstan
has continued to assist in the distribution of these new
materials.
On 18 May 2004, the WPPP Task Force in conjunction with UNIFEM (Timor Leste) sponsored a gender
and politics training workshop in Dili, East Timor. This
workshop focused exclusively on gender budgeting
and Rashila Ramli, the WPPP Task Force Co-Convenor
was the resource person. Ten participants from East
Timor, worked at becoming familiar with government
budgets, and acquired the necessary skills to draw the
links between policy making and budgeting. By the
end of the training, participants were equipped with
the framework tools to apply gender analysis to
budgets encountered in their work and to assess them
for gender sensitivity and their relative impact on
women’s political participation. Participants also
strategised about how the national budget of East
Timor could be made more gender sensitive. Following the training the participants formed a network to
assist each other in continuing to apply gender
budgeting in their political work. The material from the
training has been translated into Bahasa Indonesia and
will now serve as an important educational tool to be
used by other groups in East Timor, however there is
still a need to develop more material on this subject in
Bahasa and to conduct further training for larger
numbers of women within this area.
From 6-10 December 2004, the WPPP Task Force
hosted a regional gender and politics training workshop in Chiangmai, Thailand. 14 participants attended
the training from Sri Lanka, Mongolia, India,
Kazakhstan, Korea, the Philippines, Malaysia, Fiji and
Burma. Resource persons from the WPPP Task Force
were Task Force Convenor - Tahira Khan, and Nurgul
Djanaeva. Shyamala Gomez, a VAW Task Force
member, was invited to facilitate some sessions on
international human rights law. This was the first time
that the training manual and programme were used at
the regional level.
During lively sharing and exchange of ideas,
participants made commitment to share information,
to support each other and collaborate on initiatives
that increase women’s active participation across the
region. As a follow-up to the workshop, the participants have established a “Database of Progressive
Women’s Advocates in Asia Pacific” which will be used

as a resource for future regional strategising and
lobbying for change. Follow-up with the participants is
currently underway to assess how they are applying
skills acquired during the workshop in their continuing
work. Several participants have expressed that they
now plan to run in future elections at the national level.
Other participants have highlighted that the workshop
has given them a starting point for sharing best
practices on common issues regarding women and
political participation across the region. Others have
communicated that they are using legal knowledge
acquired during the training to analyze national laws
from a feminist perspective and to begin lobbying their
national governments to bring their obligations in line
with international obligations and commitments.
There are future plans to update the training
manual based on participant’s feedback to include
more case studies and to strengthen the sections of
the manual that deal with lobbying, advocacy and
campaigning. Participants who work directly in
political parties at the national level have expressed
interest in being part of this ongoing project and
providing input to the revision of the manual and
supporting materials.
ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
Output:
Organise the
Awareness Caravan, Tamil
APWLD Participants:
APWLD members from Tamil
Forum
Tamil Nadu Dalit Women’s
Sida, Novib,
Funders:

Political
Nadu.
Nadu Women’s
Movement
HIVOS

Between 29 March 2004 and 4 April 2004, a team
of 23 members from the two partner organisations led
the Caravan. During this time the Caravan traveled

The organisers have reported that the Caravan has
cultivated a stronger and more politically aware grass
roots movement within the region. By distributing
more than 20,000 copies of a “People’s Manifesto”
organisers provided voters in the region with a tool for
understanding basic knowledge on various political
parties involved in the elections and the direct consequences of voting for non-people centered candidates.
The organisers have reported that as a result of the
campaign more people voted for candidates who
pledged to respond to the increasing needs of the
region. Tamil Nadu Women’s Forum and Tamil Nadu
Dalit Women’s Movement plan to continue to use the
materials created during this campaign as a negotiation tool for holding elected officials accountable to
the people of this region.
III. LESSONS LEARNT

AND

PLANS

In 2004, the WPPP Task Force has continued to
confront emerging trends in the region such as
increasing state violence, fundamentalisms, antiterrorisms, militarisms and anti-democracy movements within the context of globalisation. Through
their collective actions and discussions, Task Force
members have considered how these forces constrain
women’s participation in all political spaces, in and
outside of election periods, and have focused on how
to build solidarity across the region in overcoming
these obstacles to equal participation.
In October, the Task Force brought together
researchers from the region to reflect on the successes and challenges of women candidates in recent
national elections. The outcome of this is the emergence of groundbreaking research, now in progress,
which will document strategies for increasing women’s successes in entering decision-making positions
at the national level. The research will be a critical
resource for network members who are working to
challenge existing electoral processes as it will provide
data on country specific forces that prevent more
women from being able to assert their voices within
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As part of the WPPP Task Force’s network support,
it assisted the Tamil Nadu Women’s Forum and the
Tamil Nadu Dalit Women’s Movement to jointly
organize a Political Awareness Caravan in Tamil Nadu.
The Caravan was aimed at raising political consciousness and awareness among Dalit women leading up to
the fourteenth election of the Indian Parliament. Some
of the defined objectives of the Caravan were to: create
deeper knowledge among Dalit women on political
manifestos; to enable Dalit women to have a better
understanding of the various components of electoral
processes and political participation; to motivate Dalit
women to support people-centered leaders during
elections; and to enable them to challenge antidemocratic forces, fundamentalism and the negative
effects of globalisation which have previously excluded them from the political process.

between Chennai and Arakkonam crossing 17 districts
in Tamil Nadu and bringing more than 5000 people
together at conferences, press events, and public
meetings on street corners, at bus stands and in town
halls. Throughout the duration of the Caravan, the
keynote speakers touched on issues central to women’s exclusion from politics in the region. They raised
concern over ongoing gender-based violence and
violations of women’s human rights, ongoing attacks
and massacres of minority groups, ongoing use of
repressive laws by ruling parties, and ongoing encroachment on the lives and livelihoods of Dalit
people’s by multi-national corporations.
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respective political institutions and highlight ways in
which feminist agendas can be pushed within various
levels of governments.
Ongoing gender and politics trainings carried out
by the Task Force have been an important venue for
capacity building, developing feminist agendas and
strategising about how to challenge existing gender
discrimination in political processes and structures in
Asia Pacific over the last year. Participants at the last
regional training reported that the exchange of ideas
was useful in understanding common challenges in
the region but also for sharing ideas on how various
groups have been successful in advocating for
increased representation and reform of repressive
laws regarding political participation. Participants at
national level trainings have also reported that they are
drawing on the support and knowledge of other past
participants as they run as candidates in upcoming
elections.
Evidence of the success of these trainings is found
in the continued requests by APWLD network for more
training, particularly in areas such as gender budgeting, and for more APWLD resource publications on
gender and politics. Publications produced for the
gender and politics training in Central Asia, in Russian,
for example, are an important resource which was
previously unavailable. The Task Force plans to
continue to respond to its network’s need for current
publications on gender and politics in the upcoming
months. There are plans to look at updating the
existing training manual in cooperation with past
participants so that the manual can continue to be a
useful and relevant educational tool for members.
There are future plans for WPPP Task Force
members to raise issues of Asia Pacific women at
regional and international fora. Task Force members
will be present at upcoming meetings such as the
Commission of Status of Women’s regular session in
2005. At that time Task Force members will join with
other groups from Asia Pacific to ensure that there is
no renegotiation of BPFA texts and to advocate for the
realisation of time-bound targets on women’s political
participation.
In all of its activities for the upcoming year, the
WPPP Task Force will continue to provide useful
resources on women’s political participation in the
region, it will continue to provide capacity building and
networking opportunities and support for its members, and it will continue to advocate for policy
changes at the regional, national or local level as it
works towards equal participation and representation
for all women.
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Labour and Migration Programme
I. OVERVIEW
Within this context of global competition, the
labour of women migrant workers has become
central to maintaining the income of national
economies and individual households, yet as a
group these workers are most vulnerable to employment situations which are marked by exploitation
and abuse. Rising unemployment linked to deregulation labour policies adopted by governments in
response to globalisation, particularly in developing
countries including those in Asia Pacific, continue to
produce chronic patterns of increased migration for
work, human displacement and the erosion of basic
legal protection for all workers.

With this in mind, the L&M Task Force’s objectives for 2003-2005 are:


To develop and acceptable working definition of
“domestic work” with APWLD members and
partners towards the State recognition of domestic work as work;



To strengthen the capacity of APWLD members to
build alliances at national, regional and international levels for the recognition of migrant
women’s rights; and
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In Asia Pacific, the majority of women migrant
workers are employed as domestic workers or in the
sex industry. They face discrimination based on their
gender, race, class, caste and other social status.
Their work is often unrecognised because it is
characterized as “invisible”. They are denied equal
wages and benefits and at many moments their
attempts to assert their rights are met with violence
and further abuse. Women who work in informal
sectors or export processing zones in their respective countries, face similar problems, like their
migrant counterparts, their rights are ignored by
governments and they are barred from labour
protection or full access to justice.

The L&M Task Force is concerned with the
ongoing trend of feminisation of poverty and
feminisation of migration in Asia Pacific. The L&M
Task Force recognises the impact that increased
militarism, anti-terrorism, and fundamentalism have
on the already precarious position that many of
these women workers exist within on a daily basis.
As such it is working to confront the lack of legal
protection and lack of human rights standards for
women migrant workers, and those women employed under sub-standard working conditions.
Through its activities it is identifying and exposing
discriminatory laws and policies that exploit women
workers, while at the same time advocating for
complete recognition and protection of all women
workers human rights.
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To identify and expose exploitative and discriminatory policies and laws affecting women workers in
tax free zones in Asia Pacific.

It is relevant to note that as the L&M Programme
was without a Programme Officer for over six months
of this reporting period there have been some slight
delays in the completion of planned activities for the
2004 reporting year. These delays in programming
have now been addressed following the arrival of the
new Programme Officer in September and following
strategic planning which took place at the annual Task
Force meeting in October.
II. ACTIVITIES

AND

RESULTS

Output:
An acceptable definition of
domestic work produced / participation of
Task Force members in the campaign for
the recognition of domestic work.
Indicator: 3 Task Force members who have
used the definition in advocacy for state
recognition of domestic work at the
national level and how
APWLD Participants:
Connie Regalado, Migrante Party,
Philippines
Sujata Mody, Malarchi, Women’s Resource
Center, India
Tati Krisnawaty, Kommnas Perempuan,
Indonesia
Aegile Fernandez, Tenaganita, Malaysia
Zanaa Jurmed, National CEDAW Watch Network
Center, Mongolia
Maita Santiago, Migrante International,
Philippines
Pranom Somwong, Migrant Action Program,
Thailand
Oshita Fusae, National Network in
Solidarity with Migrant Workers, Japan
Shayne Sorby, Fiji Women’s Rights
Movement, Fiji
Julie Kon Kam King, APWLD Secretariat
Valentina Soe, APWLD Secretariat
Funders:
Sida, Novib, HIVOS

The pressing need for state recognition of the
importance and value of women’s domestic work has
been a central focus for the L&M Task Force in its
activities over the last few years. This overarching
campaign is aimed at securing equal protection of
migrant and non-migrant women domestic workers on
levels with all other workers.
One of the obstacles to achieving formal recognition of domestic work “as work” has been the lack of
consensus on a definition of what constitutes domestic work and a domestic worker. In some cases, the
absence of a clear definition of these two terms has
allowed governments to exclude this group of workers
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from standard labour protections with impunity. As
one of the activities which makes up this ongoing
campaign, the L&M Task Force is in the process of
revising the terms of reference for the research which
will collate baseline data on the scope of work which is
expected of migrant domestic workers across the
region and the existing legal standards which are
currently applicable to this sector. The research is
intended then to provide an appropriate definition of
domestic work which encompasses all aspects of the
work undertaken in this sector and which can then be
used by APWLD network members for lobbying for
full protection of this group of workers within national
legislation. The research itself will be completed by
June of 2005 to coincide with the annual L&M Task
Force meeting and will be the basis for discussions
about advocacy at the national level.
In 2004, the L&M Task Force, has also supported
research by one of its network members, Asia Pacific
Mission for Migrants (APMM), on the impact of the
“Two-week Rule” in Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region on the lives of migrant domestic workers. The
Rule requires all migrant domestic workers to leave
Hong Kong within two weeks after their contracts are
terminated with little consideration for circumstances
of abuse or unfair treatment preceding their termination. The contact person for this research was L&M
Task Force member, Connie Regalado. The Task Force
provided background information and comment for
APMM to include in its research paper. This research
is part of a larger compilation research being undertaken by Asia Pacific Research Network (APRN) on the
impact of globalisation on women’s labour. Once the
compilation is completed it will be used as a resource
and lobbying document for reform of anti-migrant
laws.
In December of 2004 leading up to International
Migrants Day, the L&M Task Force also supported
network member, MIGRANTE in launching a postcard
campaign calling for an end to violence against all
migrant domestic workers in Saudi Arabia and the
Middle East. The campaign was aimed at raising
awareness and mobilising support for the increasing
number of women migrants who are victims of
employer abuse and who have yet to see justice or any
form of adequate redress. At the same time, the
campaign was aimed at expanding network support
for advocacy initiatives at the national, regional and
international level. MIGRANTE issued press releases
on November 25 which were circulated among
APWLD networks, MIGRANTE Sectoral Party,
MIGRANTE International, 16 days of Activism against
Gender Violence and the World March of Women. The
Postcard Campaign was officially launched on Decem-

ber 1, 2005 at the MIGRANTE International Office.
Present were GABRIELLA partylist representative of
the House of Congress Liza Maza-Largoza, Chief of
Staff of the House Committee on Labour and Employment, and 2 recent victims of employer abuse.
Through December 2-8, 5,000 postcards were
mass mailed to Japan, Korea, Thailand, Hong Kong,
and throughout the Philippines, addressed to Saudi
Embassies in each of these various countries. The
postcards were also sent by e-mail to networks in
USA, Canada, Australia, the Middle East and Australia.
The campaign culminated in a December 18 rally
which brought together 300 family members of
migrant workers to talk about anti-migrant policies
and the need for change.
This campaign framed MIGRANTE dialogue with
the Department of Foreign Affairs last December 9
regarding the immediate repatriation of 30 stranded
Filipino migrant women in Jeddah and assisted in the
repatriation of one Filipina domestic worker who had
been detained by a recruitment agency in the Middle
East. MIGRANTE has also reported three additional
impacts of the postcard campaign to date: 1) on
December 7, MIGRANTE was invited by the House of
Representative Liza Largoza Maza to attend a hearing
in Congress to declare November 25 as National
Consciousness Day Against Violence Against Women
and was able to submit a resolution to this effect; and
2) the Office of the High Commissioner of the Embassy of Saudi Arabia opened dialogue with
MIGRANTE regarding several cases of Filipino migrant
women and redress against abusive employers; and 3)
talks have reopened between the Committee on
Labour and Employment and the Special Committee
on Migrant Workers to review policies on migrant
workers and the Magna Carta for Overseas Filipinos.
All of these lobbying efforts make up a component of
the L&M Task Force’s larger campaign for the full
recognition of domestic work.

and their entitlements to protection under international
human rights law. Her report also reflected the various
concerns and issues raised by members of the L&M
Task Force during and following the Annual Consultation. There is special mention of the Asia Pacific
Consultation within the report and it notes that the
consultation has been important for developing closer
collaboration with the mandate of the Special Rapporteur in order to promote and protect the rights of
migrants in the region.
The L&M Task Force is currently exploring plans to
participate in a South-South Dialogue with NGOs from
South America, which will be attended by the UN
Special Rapporteur and which will provide another
venue to raise pressing concerns of women migrant
workers in the region. The UN Special Rapporteur has
indicated interest in meeting members of the L&M
Task Force outside of the formal consultation to
discuss follow up on previous discussions.
Output:
Participation of APLWD members
at regional and international fora to
address the issues affecting women migrant
workers.
Indicator: 2 new alliances forged and how
have these alliances strengthened the
advocacy for rights of migrant women
workers.
APWLD Participants:
Connie Regalado, Migrante Party,
Philippines
Tati Krisnawaty, Kommnas Perempuan,
Indonesia
Julie Kon Kam King, APWLD Secretariat
Valentina Soe, APWLD Secretariat
Funders:
Sida, Novib, HIVOS
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In October 2003, the L&M Task Force together with
CARAM-Asia, organised an annual consultation with
the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights of
Migrants, to enable migrant women’s groups in Asia
Pacific to contribute to the UN Special Rapporteurs
report to the UN Commission on Human Rights. At
this time the UN Special Rapporteur made commitments to focus her 2004 report on migrant domestic
workers taking into consideration various country
reports and consultations which came from Asia
Pacific. In her 2004 Report, the UN Special Rapporteur
highlighted the multiple factors which make migrant
domestic workers an extremely vulnerable category.
She discussed the definition and scope of their work,

Output:
Report of the Consultation UN
Special Rapporteur on Migrants
Indicator: Extent of coverage of domestic
women worker’s issues in the UN Special
Rapporteur’s Report
APWLD Participants:
CARAM-Asia
Connie Regalado, Migrante Party,
Philippines
Sujata Mody, Malarchi, Women’s Resource
Center, India
Tati Krisnawaty, Commnas Perempuan,
Indonesia
Aegile Fernandez, Tenaganita, Malaysia
Zanaa Jurmed, Nationa CEDAW Watch Network
Center, Mongolia
Maita Santiago, Migrante International,
Philippines
Pranom Somwong, Migrant Action Program,
Thailand
Vani Dulaki, APWLD Secretariat
Funders:
Sida, Novib, HIVOS
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The L&M Task Force has continued to raise
migrant and women workers issues at various regional
and international venues during this reporting period.
In April of 2004, Task Force Convenor, Tati
Krishnawaty represented the interests of women
migrants from Asia Pacific at the 60th Session of the
UNCHR in Geneva. On behalf of the Task Force, Tati
attended workshops on the Human Rights of Migrants, in addition to a briefing by the UN Special
Rapporteur, panel meetings on Trafficking and Sexual
exploitation, and discussion sessions on the Draft
Resolution on the Human Rights of Migrants. As part
of her oral intervention, she raised the issue of the
ongoing punishment of migrant human rights defender Irene Fernandez. She also generated public
awareness about the cases of 5 women migrant
workers on death row in Singapore, a domestic
worker who returned home beaten and abused from
Saudi Arabia and a domestic worker who committed
suicide due to uncompromising work demands in
Taiwan. Through its presence at the UNCHR the Task
Force was able to connect with other groups lobbying
for migrants rights and to mobilise support for the
recommendations of the UN Special Rapporteur.
During her time in Amsterdam, Tati was able to also
meet members of the Organisation of Network of
Migrant Domestic Workers in Amsterdam. She forged
new alliances with members of RESPECT and CFMW,
two European member organisation of this Network,
and which are committed to developing the capacities
of migrant workers through organisational development, education and training.
In October 2004, Connie Regalado, a member of
the L&M Task Force, participated at the Regional
Consultation on the Interlinkages Between Violence
Against Women and Women’s Right to Adequate
Housing, with the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right
to Adequate Housing in New Delhi. This was jointly
organised with APWLD, IWRAW-Asia Pacific, COHRESwitzerland and the Office of the High Commissioner
on Human Rights. Connie highlighted the links
between the right to adequate housing and the
vulnerability of domestic workers who usually live in
their employer’s houses which are sometimes sites of
abuse. During the Consultation, important discussions
took place about what constitutes “adequate housing”
and how to establish shelter networks for migrant
workers. This was an important venue for creating
more public awareness about the intersection of
housing rights and ending violence against women,
and for providing migrant organisations with another
venue to raise collective concerns using UN mechanisms.
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The L&M Task Force has also been broadening
alliances with groups in South Asia working on issues
of women workers more generally. During this
reporting period, Connie as a representative of the
L&M Task Force traveled to Chennai India to network
with Malarchi Women’s Resource Center and the
Women Workers Union to exchange ideas as part of a
two day forum on how to mobilise domestic workers
and those working in the informal sector. Connie
shared experiences from her work with the Asian
Migrants Coordinating Body (AMCB) in Hong Kong
which has been extremely active in organising domestic workers and providing rights education. The forum
was attended by about 20 women, and touched on
how to mobilise, campaign and carry out solidarity
work particularly in the face of repressive state
legislation. There are plans that Connie with the
support of the L&M Task Force will help Malarchi
organize a National Consultation on Domestic workers
later this year.

Output:
A paper providing a feminist
critique of policies and laws affecting
women workers in tax free zones in Asia
Pacific.
Indicator:
2 task force members who have
used the paper in their advocacy on women
working in tax free zones and how.
APWLD Participants:
Connie Regalado, Migrante Party,
Philippines
Sujata Mody, Malarchi, Women’s Resource
Center, India
Tati Krisnawaty, Kommnas Perempuan,
Indonesia
Aegile Fernandez, Tenaganita, Malaysia
Zanaa Jurmed, National CEDAW Watch Network
Center, Mongolia
Maita Santiago, Migrante International,
Philippines
Pranom Somwong, Migrant Action Program,
Thailand
Oshita Fusae, National Network in
Solidarity with Migrant Workers, Japan
Shayne Sorby, Fiji Women’s Rights
Movement, Fiji
Julie Kon Kam King, APWLD Secretariat
Valentina Soe, APWLD Secretariat
Funders:
Sida, Novib, HIVOS

Tax free zones are areas specifically designated by
governments in many developing countries in Asia
Pacific for manufacturing and export production.
These areas are characterised by tax exempt policies
or little regulation, particularly with respect to labour
standards. Many women workers in these zones are
considered part of a flexible and dispensable

workforce and are therefore forced to work in substandard conditions or face termination. As part of
expanding the scope of its activities, the L&M Task
Force intends to conduct research on the state of
women employed in tax free zones or export processing zones in Asia Pacific. The research will focus on
the macro-economic forces under globalisation that
worsen conditions of work of this highly vulnerable
group, as well as the available mechanisms or potential for mechanisms to enforce these workers rights to
fair and decent work. This activity has been delayed
during the time that the L&M Task Force was without a
Programme Officer, however, now the terms of
reference for this research are being drafted and it is
expected that comprehensive case studies from Fiji
and Korea will be completed by the end of the year.
The research can then be used as resource for
network members advocating for reform of discriminatory laws affecting women working in these zones.
There are future plans that the L&M Task Force will
then host a regional consultation on this issue and in
order to develop regional strategies for dealing with
this issue.
ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
Output:
Regional Training on UN
Mechanisms
APWLD Participants:
Pranom Samwong, Migrant Action Program,
Thailand
Judy P. Pasimio, APWLD Secretariat
APWLD Network Members
Funders:
CHRF

AND

PLANS

In 2004, the L&M Task Force has continued to
raise awareness on the precarious situation of women
migrant workers and the need for increased recognition and protection of their rights at national, regional
and international levels. For example, as a result of
Task Force efforts, and careful reporting with partners
during regional consultations, the most recent report
of the UN Specical Rapporteur on the Human Rights of
Migrants focused exclusively on the particular position
of migrant domestic workers within the context of
globalisation. This document has been a useful
resource for network members in lobbying for recognition of domestic work at the national level.
Task Force members also raised awareness about
the ongoing challenges for migrant workers at the
2004 session of the UNCHR and explored the various
ways that domestic workers experience discrimination
by forging a link with the UN Special Rapporteur on
the Right to Adequate Housing during Asia Pacific
consultations. In both of these venues Task Force
members were able to explore emerging issues in the
region, expand alliances and strengthen the regional
dimension of the existing migrant domestic worker
campaign. At the national level, it is notable that
network member MIGRANTE’s work as part of the end
violence against migrant workers postcard campaign
was instrumental in re-opening dialogue with the
Philippine and Saudi Arabia governments for the
release of migrant workers who have been held
without adequate access to justice.
In the upcoming year the Task Force plans to also
work at reinforcing existing links with other groups
working on issues of migrant domestic workers in
Asia Pacific. Part of this would include follow-up on
commitments made by the 11 country partners who
attended the Domestic Workers Summit in Colombo in
25-26 August, 2002 and the drafting of a detailed
regional plan of action. At the same time, the task
force plans to extend the scope of its partnerships by
exchanging ideas on strategies for assisting undocumented workers at the upcoming South/South
Dialogue organized by Southern NGOs in Costa Rica
later this year. One of the venues for increased local
network support will be in the form of a conference
organised to address the needs of Burmese migrants
living in Thailand who face threats of trafficking and
forced labour.
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In April 2004, the L&M Task Force in conjunction
with Canadian Human Rights Foundation (CHRF),
Migrant Forum Asia (MFA), and Ateneo Human Rights
Centre hosted a training of trainers on migrant’s rights
in Manila. This initiative was aimed at responding to
the ongoing needs of network members for more
exposure to UN Mechanisms within their work and
capacity building on how to use international laws for
advocacy campaigns. Follow-up is currently being
undertaken to see how past participants are using the
skills acquired for education campaigns within their
own countries. There are plans for further revisions of
the training manual to make it more reflective of new
challenges emerging within Asia Pacific.

III. LESSONS LEARNT
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Through the Task Force’s
upcoming research on women
in tax free zones, it intends to
collate information which can
be used to challenge substandard work conditions along
borders and export processing
zones. This signifies the Task
Force’s renewed commitment
to not only addressing migrant
worker issues, but also those
challenges being faced by local
women workers at the national
level in an era of increased
globalisation and employment
precarity.
The Task Force will continue to build capacity with the
use of UN Mechanisms. Two
Task Force members will attend
the next session of the UNCHR
and there are plans for more
regional training on how to
effectively utilise international
mechanisms.
In every aspect of its work,
the Task Force will endeavour
to increase recognition for the
invaluable and often unrecognised contributions that
women workers in Asia Pacific
make to national and global
economies. At the same time it
will continue to respond to
changing landscapes in Asia
Pacific, and the changing
needs of its network members,
as it pushes for the promotion
and protection of all women
workers rights.
I. OVERVIEW
As land and other natural resources become more
and more sources of commercial profit rather than
food and sustenance for communities, governments
are centralising control of these resources, for their
own interest. The governments, run by landlords and
large capitalists, act as brokers for large commercial
interests. Natural resources are opened up to
transnational capitalists. Titling and zoning of land
become more bureaucratic and discriminatory, further
disenfranchising marginalised people, more so,
women.
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Women and Environment Programme

While there is a need to assert the rights of women
to land and resources, there is an equally urgent task
to allow women and the communities they are part of,

to assert and exercise their rights at all levels, without
fear for their security, and their lives. With the ongoing
war on terror, pushed by the US to further and protect
its military and economic power, the assertion of
women’s rights and human rights has become more
dangerous and the consequences more violent.
Conflicts over resources have become more intense as
the State has become more militaristic in its response
to quell such conflicts and protect its own vested
interests over the resources. In Asia Pacific as in
other regions, land rights activists are arrested or
killed, protests against development projects that
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Laws governing land ownership and property
inheritance are almost always in favor of the men in
the families. With the cultural and social structures,
even within homes, still replete with gender biases,
women have to hurdle many obstacles to be able to
access resources and be recognised - politically and
economically- as an active, equal participant in the
development processes.
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displace communities and livelihoods are being
criminalised; civil and political rights of those who
defend basic economic, social and cultural rights are
violated.
In this context, food sovereignty has been identified as the main advocacy of the WEN programme for
the year 2003-2005, and the campaign is well
underway. The campaign aims towards the adoption
of an international convention on food sovereignty as
well as supporting the movements on sustainable food
production and agriculture. The initial
conceptualisation of food sovereignty covers not only
the right to food, but the rights of people to make
decisions regarding production and consumption; the
rights of local communities to own seeds and other
factors of production and determine trade regimes;
peoples’ rights to land and other resources with
particular recognition of the rights of women to
resources, opportunities, equality and justice.
As more groups join the initiative, it has become
an overarching campaign for various concerns related
to food sovereignty. The concept of food has been
expanded to also refer to traditional, non-agricultural
food for sustenance; resources have been clearly
defined not only to refer to land but also to water,
minerals and other productive resources; and in
addition, it has become an important venue to
strengthen the movement against neo-liberal
globalisation policies that have resulted in increasing
poverty particularly for women in the region. Integral
to food sovereignty is the ability of the people, especially from the basic sectors, to purchase nutritious
and adequate food and avail basic social services.
Thus, part of the advocacy is against the ongoing
privatisation of basic social services as in power, water
and health sectors. Privatisation of these sectors,
aggressively pursued by most of the governments,
has led to the drastic decline of the masses’ purchasing power. Food sovereignty calls for the ownership
and control of natural resources by the food producers
themselves. The advocacy then calls for the halt of
privatisation of land, water and minerals. As national
laws are being passed, to comply with international
agreements, resources are systematically being
handed over to large commercial entities by the
government. Moreover, support and subsidies to local
food production are being removed. Impacts of these
policies on the lives of the rural poor, particularly
women, are subjects of the country reports of the
WEN Task Force members.
The food sovereignty campaign has been further
politicised, carrying violations of economic, social and
cultural rights as well as violations of civil and political
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rights of activists that have stood against the State to
assert peoples’ fundamental right to survive.
With this focus on the food sovereignty campaign,
the Task Force has set the following objectives for the
WEN Programme for 2003-2005:


To further develop and deepen the framework of
food sovereignty from a feminist perspective;



To build the capacity of the APWLD network
members and other organisations to advocate for
food sovereignty and other related rights at the
national, regional and international levels; and



To support organising of marginalised women’s
groups on the issues of food sovereignty.

In line with these objectives, different activities and
projects were undertaken, some are part of bigger and
ongoing projects.
II. ACTIVITIES

AND

RESULTS

Output:
Resource kit on Food
Sovereignty
Indicator: 100 copies of resource kit
distributed/requested and how they have
been used
APWLD Participants:
Azra Talat Sayeed, Roots for Equity,
Pakistan.
Judy Taguiwalo, Philippines.
Rawadee Prasertcharoensuk, Sustainable
Development Foundation, Thailand.
Nunuk Murniati, Indonesia.
Jojo and Bobot, Center for Women's
Resources, Philippines.
Gilbert Sape, Pesticide Action Network,
Malaysia.
Amarsanaa Darisuren, APWLD Secretariat
judy a. pasimio, APWLD Secretariat
Funders:
HBF

The project of the resource kit on food sovereignty
started in late 2003. This is designed to assist women
community trainers to facilitate discussions and
workshops on the contexts and issues related to food
sovereignty. To date, five editorial meetings have taken
place among the working group members. These
meetings and the process of developing the kit itself
have deepened common understanding among the
WEN Task Force members and its network on the
definition of food sovereignty, and the different
strategies in taking the advocacy forward. However,
the deadline set for the publication and launching has
not been met. As everyone recognizes the need for,
and importance of, this project to push through,
adjustments were made; deadlines have been moved
and the final version is scheduled to be ready within
the first quarter of 2005.

Excerpts from the country reports / WEN Task Force meeting
25– 26 June 2004, Quezon City, Philippines
Philippines
The development of palm oil plantation industry in the Bohol region is one of the major problems
brought about by the Arroyo administration. . . the company has already turned 11% of the municipalities into plantation sites on the island of Bohol without sparing land for rice plantations. . . . The
government continues to convince farmers that this process will boost their income and local
economy… but the level of consumption of food has dropped. Food insufficiency in the province is
evident.
In terms of biodiversity, the plantation uses large amounts of fertiliser and pesticides and therefore is
ruining the ecology of the soil. When it rains the chemicals are washed down and flows into the rice
fields. The source of drinking water is contaminated by the toxic chemicals. . .
. . . Most of the titles of the plantation are held by men; therefore women have no voice in decisionmaking. Land ownership is not distributed fairly in Bohol. Unproductive land are allocated to the
farmers whereas the palm oil plantation company gets the best part of land.
. . . Growing number of military units to protect the tourists at the attraction areas and oil plantation.
Cambodia
Globalisation, economic liberalisation and privatisation of natural resources have amplified inequality
and poverty within the society. In this scenario, women are worst off due to gender discriminations
existing in all sectors and at all levels. Violence against women is widespread in Cambodia and the
increasing poverty deepens the level of violence especially in the lives of rural women.
More and more land is used for cash crops, resulting in landlessness of people . . . new seeds are
being introduced by the government, which need more chemicals, water, and capital.
Bangladesh
A major environmental issue emerging in Bangladesh is the mega river project of India – diversion of
rivers of Bangladesh to bring water to the dry lands of India. It will bring problems such as increasing
arsenic concentration, impact on agriculture, biodiversity, etc. The consequences of the encroachment
of this project are river pollution, destruction of bio-diversity, and erosion of wetlands . .
India
Free trade agreements create unfair competition for farmers. For instance, in the tea plantation sector,
price fell due to the cheaper imported tea from abroad resulted in closing down of many tea plantations. Mostly women are employed in this plantation therefore they are thrown out of jobs.

Mongolia
The major environmental issues in Mongolia are privatisation of pasturelands, deforestation, pollution
and drying up of rivers.
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Land reform and agriculture export zones have similar impact on women. Many farm lands owned by
ordinary farmers are turned into a part of the larger agro-corporation or subcontract farms of the
corporation. This shift of food crop to cash crop comes with conditions: farmers have to depend on
the fertiliser and chemicals, have to buy seeds from corporation resulting to the disappearance of age
old seeds and traditional farming styles. Women play important roles such as seed keeping, soil
management, and pest control in traditional Indian farms but nowadays these roles have been reduced.
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. . . Number of goats has increased nationwide due to the high demand of cashmere wool. Only 40% of
Mongolia’s land are considered useful as pasturelands. Unlike in the past when Mongolians led nomadic lives, leaving pasturelands to regenerate themselves, today, the areas to move around are limited,
and thus are overused.
After the land reform, land titles are given to males, usually the elder male of the household; women’s
access to land has been denied . . . many mining corporations are entering Mongolia for gold mining –
the use of mercury; negative impacts on the soil; water has been heavily polluted; these will have life
long effects on those who live near by the mining places.
Korea
The current situation of Korea’s agriculture sector is threatened by free trade agreements and trade
liberalisation. Due to drastic cuts in agriculture subsidies due to the free trade agreements and restrictions under the WTO, farmers are not able to compete with imported cheap food products. The imported rice from the US is one major threat to the rice farmers. Younger generations abandoning the
farming livelihood in search of work in urban areas has been noticeably increased. This means that the
traditional and cultural aspect of the agriculture sector is at risk and so is food security. It is quite
fearful to depend on the imported food. In response to this, Farmer Federation in Korea is very active in
campaigning against the WTO, lobbying the government to pull out the agriculture sector from WTO,
and raising public awareness about the current challenges.
Indonesia
The current government envisions the opening up of the country’s resources to FDI (Foreign Direct
Investments), water regulation or zoning of sea water . . . to open certain portions of sea water to TNCs.
Between water privatisation and drought; women are hugely impacted as they have to walk further to
get water for household usage.
Former President Megawati signed MOUs with 13 different mining companies for the use of 11.4
million hectares of land for mining. Six million people will be displaced due to this. Some of the mining
companies are big ones such as Freeport, Newmont and etc. 1 million hectares of land are being
already opened up to mining companies and the money was allegedly used by Megawati’s political
purpose.
Thailand
. . . An environmental activist was murdered in Prachuap Kirikan in Thailand a few days ago. He had
been in the struggle for land rights in his province for many years. The struggle was between the people
of this area and the influential business folks who want to construct a coal plant in his province . . .
Fisher folks issues in Thailand are rather disturbing, in the current economic globalisation era. . In the
fisheries sectors, winners are the government and its surrogate business companies and losers are the
fisher folks. Even the seawater is being privatised; the available sea for fisher folks to catch fish is
gradually shrinking. Water gate system (store water in a big dam) in Thailand is also threatening the
people’s access to water.
Pakistan
In the agricultural context, pollution is hazardous in Pakistan due to rapid industrialisation.
Pesticides are dumped into the country; many of these are very deadly. Women are exposed to these for
a longer period of time due to their longer working hours in the field than those of men; the result is
that they fall ill. In Pakistan, mainstream impression on women in agriculture sector is that women have
no or very little role in this sector, the roles of women such as gatherer, seed keepers, and so forth are
almost invisible.
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Output:
Case study on women fisherfolk
struggles for Food Sovereignty
Indicator: Five new women's initiatives
have emerged out of assistance of WEN
programme working on Food Sovereignty
campaign
APWLD participants:
Sustainable Development Foundation (SDF)
International Collective for Support for
Fish Workers (ICSF)
Partner:
Asia Pacific Research Network (APRN)
Funder:
HBF

In 2003, WEN Task Force entered into a collaborative work with ICSF and APRN on the research of the
impacts of globalisation on women in fisheries. WEN
Task Force funded the research in Thailand, which was
carried out by SDF. This participatory and communitybased research was conducted in a period of 10
months, and was launched, along with the other
country research in August in the Regional Consultation of Women in Fisheries co-organised by APWLD
Rural and Indigenous Women (RIW) Task Force. The
results of the research demonstrated the negative
impacts of the entry of large commercial trawlers, and
industrialisation of crab gathering, displacing mostly
women fishers from their livelihood. This participatory research paved the way for a continued organising among women in fisheries in Thailand. Core
women leaders surfaced and are now active in
exposing the situation of the fishing villages, and the
particular issues of women from these communities.
The WEN Task Force facilitated their participation in
two regional conferences for this year – in the Asian
Regional Consultation of Women in Fisheries (August
2004/Medan, Indonesia) and in the Food Sovereignty
Convention (November 2004/Dhaka, Bangladesh).
Their participation was very significant as issues in
fisheries, let alone women in fisheries, are not that
fully developed in the discourse of food sovereignty.
This is where the Task Force, along with its partners,
can contribute in making the advocacy more comprehensive and reflective of the issues of other
marginalised sectors.

The conference was co-organised with AMIHAN
(National Federation of Peasant Women) and the Asian
Peasant Women Network (28-30 June 2004 / Manila,
Philippines). From the sharing among the participants
surfaced the subordinate position of women, particularly peasant women, as access to land and resources
are governed by patriarchal norms codified in laws
and policies. The links were made so clearly that this
is one of the major causes of hunger and poverty, not
just of women, but of local communities. The conference was also an important venue to explain among
peasant women’s groups the significant shift from the
discourse on food security to that of food sovereignty.
Since campaigns, particularly in the Philippines, have
focused on the former, the discussion on the concept
of food sovereignty was necessary to convince the
peasant women’s groups to join the on-going international campaign on food sovereignty.
The conference brought together peasant women
from different countries in the region and NGO’s
supporting peasant women. The diversity of the
groups in the conference brought different expertise
on strategies to address issues of women’s access to
land and resources such as: organising; research on
land laws and policies, trade and investments; mobilis-

Output:
Asian Conference on Women Land
Rights and Globalisation
Indicator: Five new women's initiatives
have emerged out of the assistance of WEN
programme working on Food Sovereignty
campaign, marginalised
women's groups
APWLD participants:
Azra Talat Sayeed, Roots for Equity,
Pakistan.
Judy Taguiwalo, Philippines.
Rawadee Prasertcharoensuk, Sustainable
Development Foundation, Thailand.
Taslima Islam, BELA, Bangladesh.
Sok Panha, Bantey Srei, Cambodia.
Jayahkumar Ushakumari, Thanal, India.
Yeon-ji Kim, KFEM, Korea.
Ariunchimeg Luvsanjamts, Centre for Human
Rights Development, Mongolia.
Tess Vistro, AMIHAN, Philippines.
judy a. pasimio, APWLD Secretariat
Valentina Soe, APWLD Secretariat
Punika Shinawatra, APWLD Secretariat
Partners:
Asian Peasant Women Network
(APWN)
AMIHAN
Funder:
HBF
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The Asian Conference on Women Land Rights and
Globalisation was held to assist the Asian Peasant
Women’s Network (APWN) consolidate its efforts of
organising peasant women in Asia. Such initiative was
seen as significant to the food sovereignty campaign
as land rights and agricultural production are at the
core of the demand for food sovereignty. Hence,
funds allocated for participation at the UN Commission
on Human Rights (UNCHR) were partly used to
support this activity when it was decided that attend-

ing the Commission might be premature at this point
since the UN advocacy for the food sovereignty
convention is initially targeted at the UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO). The rest of the funds
were reallocated to support the Peoples’ Caravan.
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ing for campaigns; and developing alternative projects
for sustainable food production. The extensive
experience of AMIHAN as the only peasant women’s
organisation, a national federation compared to a
women’s section in peasant organisations, encouraged
other groups to organise their own peasant women’s
network. Thus, the exchange visits which were part of
the output of the conference is hoped to move towards that formation of national peasant women’s
organisations in Asia.
With new and renewed links among the participants of the conference and the members of the Task
Force, there were actions by the national members on
food sovereignty campaign, some in cooperation and
support of the Task Force:


AMIHAN (Philippines) held series of actions, along
with the Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP)
or the national federation of farmers, and a national
conference on the women, food and globalisation
as part of caravan, and celebration of the Rural
Women’s Day;



ROOTS for Equity (Pakistan) came out with a
calendar as campaign material on the conditions of
peasant women, using APWLD slogan on women
and land rights;



All Nepal Women’s Association (ANWA) (NEPAL)
produced posters, streamers and banners with the
APWLD slogans on women and land rights;



Centre for Human Rights Development (CHRD)
(Mongolia) was very active and participated in most
of the workshops facilitated by APWLD in the
different regional forums on food sovereignty; and



The Task Force released a statement for the Rural
Women’s Day.

The participation of the Task Forun in the different
fora on the regional as well as international levels was
primarily to support the organising of marginalised
women’s groups in their struggles for food sovereignty. In these fora, the members are able to link up
with broader networks carrying the issue of food, land,
and anti-globalisation. Their exposure to, and engagement with, different relevant discourses, issues and
strategies enrich their own campaigns and advocacies.
These are opportunities as well to bring their national
and local concerns and campaigns to regional and
international level.
Furthermore, these fora serve as a platform for the
Task Force members to raise, and to sharpen the
discussions with women’s experiences and feminist
perspectives. Thus, for the development of alternatives, it will be a genuine alternative for both women
and men of communities and societies.
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Output:
Participation in regional and
international campaigns on food
sovereignty
Indicator: At least three TF members have
attended any of the identified related
forums, meetings and conferences with the
facilitation of TF WEN.
APWLD participants:
World Social Forum (16-21 January 2004 /
Mumbai, India)
Azra Talat Sayeed, Roots for Equity,
Pakistan.
Kingkorn Narintakul, Northern Development
Foundation, Thailand.
a representative of Women's League of
Burma
Amarsanaa Darisuren, APWLD Secretariat
judy a. pasimio, APWLD Secretariat
International Planning Committee (South
East Asia) meeting; Advisory Group
meeting of the People's Caravan for Food
Sovereignty (17-19 March, 2004 / Penang,
Malaysia)
Roslin, Society for Rural Development
(SRED), India.
Amarsanaa Darisuren, APWLD Secretariat
NGO/CSO Regional Consultation for Asia
and the Pacific
15-16 May 2004 / Beijing, China
Irene Fernandez, Tenaganita, Malaysia.
Amarsanaa Darisuren, APWLD Secretariat
Networking at the WEDO / PAN-AP meeting
3-5 June 2004 / Penang, Malaysia
Fatima Burnad, Society for Rural
Development (SRED), India.
Titi Soentoro, Solidaritas Perempuan,
Indonesia.
Olga Djanaeva, ALGA Rural Women's
Organisation, Kyrgyzstan.
Irene Fernandez, CARAM Asia, Malaysia.
Azra Talat Sayeed, Roots for Equity,
Pakistan.
judy a. pasimio, APWLD Secretariat
People's Caravan for Food Sovereignty
Culminating Activity
(29 September - 2 October 2004 /
Kathmandu, Nepal)
Fathima Burnad, Society for Rural
Development (SRED), India.
All Nepal Women's Association (ANWA),
Nepal.
judy a. pasimio, APWLD Secretariat
Partner: Pesticide Action Network (PAN-AP)
Food Sovereignty Convention
(25-28 November 2004 / Dhaka, Bangladesh)
judy a. pasimio, APWLD Secretariat
Partner:

Asia Pacific Research Network
(APRN)

Funder:

NOVIB, ICSF, APWLD

III. LESSONS LEARNT

AND

PLANS

Much of the work of the WEN Programme this
year, as a continuation of 2003, focused on the
development of food sovereignty from a feminist
perspective. The general call for women’s access and
control over resources which motivated APWLD’s
involvement in this campaign has been further
interrogated, and deepened to surface other critical
issues of women from the region. Issues such as
water privatisation, commercialisation of agriculture
and intensive use of pesticides, massive environmental degradation caused by mining industries, and the
manifestations of patriarchy in capitalist structures
and in legal norms and cultural practices that discriminate women’s rights to resources have been brought
to fore in the campaign.
At the special APWLD General Assembly meeting
in January 2004, the framework of the food sovereignty campaign was presented and the campaign was
adopted unanimously, thus achieving one of the
expected outcomes of the WEN Programme. Most of
the members found resonance in the campaign for
their various national issues related to women, food,
and access to resources. During the development of
the kit on food sovereignty, WEN Task Force members
also attained greater clarity and understanding of the
concept from the various discussions held during the
editorial meetings. In the coming year, more work
needs to be done to increase the capacity of APWLD
members and partners to carry out this campaign in
their specific national contexts. The production of the
resource kit; the translation in local languages and the
actual use in the trainings of women in the communities would be such activities. These trainings are
hoped to encourage and mobilise them into community actions.

At their annual assessment and planning, members of the WEN Task Force stated that their member-

In recognition of the other equally critical resource
affecting women’s lives and the communities, as well
as the ecology, water has been identified as the main
resource that the Task Force will next focus on.
Across the region, water privatisation has been
creating problems affecting livelihood, food production and ecological balance. In 2005, there will be a
scanning of the major water issues in the particular
context of the Task Force members in their countries,
and this will guide the Task Force in planning for a
more strategic campaign or advocacy on women and
water.
Meanwhile, the work on broadening alliances will
continue. The support to the Task Force members who
are members of ILPS will remain; the membership of
APWLD in APRN will be utilised and maximised by the
Task Force and its members; Task Force members will
be encouraged and supported to actively participate in
key international peoples’ forums such as 2005 WTO
ministerial meeting campaigns, bringing in feminist
perspective in the campaigns and in the development
and advocacy for alternatives.
Thus, the WEN Task Force will continue to be a
relevant player in the forging of a better world.

APWLD ANNUAL REPORT 2004

The interactions with other social movements on
broader political issues have grounded the food
sovereignty campaign on real issues of women and
their communities. Based on the analyses of the
members, the campaign, which is central to the WEN
Programme in 2003 – 2005, is clearly anchored on a
political programme of resisting neo-liberal
globalisation and continuing the struggle against
patriarchal power relations, which disadvantage
women’s access and control over resources. Such
political agenda then makes it imperative for APWLD
to forge a more critical engagement with other
networks working on food sovereignty. This has been
the major objective of the Task Force participation in
the various regional and international forums.

ship in APWLD has assisted them in integrating
feminist perspectives in their work. For Bangladesh
Environmental Lawyers’ Association, they have
integrated a women’s component in their programmes. The NGO-COD also started using feminist
analysis and perspective in the conceptualisation of
their work. The members also noted that the programme has a clearer vision and improved strategic
planning for its activities. The members appreciated
the open communication within the network and the
opportunities for participation in all aspects of programme planning, implementation and evaluation.
They pointed out that more resources should be
allocated to support national actions and involve more
representatives from other marginalised women’s
groups to ensure diversity in the membership of the
task force.

39

Rural and Indigenous W
omen Programme
Women
I. OVERVIEW
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Wars are being waged - at all fronts, at different
scales. And they are dubbed with many names.
Privatisation of forests and lands; land conversion;
large-scale commercial exploitation of minerals, water
and other resources; mega-development projects;
heavy extractive industries; zoning and classification
of lands as national parks, protected areas - all these
are leading to alienation of the indigenous communities from their territorial lands, and the shift of control
of these resources to the hands of the state, the
corporations and the international financial institutions.

culture, religion, ways of life, and political governance
is leading to institutionalised discrimination.
Militarisation in the name of economic interest as well
as national security has intensified in the rural communities, especially where there are remaining
resources to be utilised. While the rural and indigenous communities have been fighting these wars
since colonial times, their struggle is compounded
with the new, yet familiar, war on terror. Discrimination, division, fear – all these are meant to subdue the
escalating power within the indigenous and rural
peoples movements.

Community conflicts over the dwindling resources
for survival have intensified. The continuing denial of
citizenship to ethnic communities is equivalent to
denial of their rights to basic social services and of
their means of survival. The growing and intensifying
fundamentalisms within societies have direct negative
consequences on the status and lives of women,
particularly those from ethnic and indigenous communities. The intolerance of the state for diversity in

The “war on terror” has also been used as the
backdrop for continuing political repression. This has
been common from the stories among communities
who dare assert their rights over the resources and
their livelihoods. Part of the advocacy is proving that
these human rights violations are being justified in the
context of war against terror. Worse, these policies
contribute to the institutionalisation of militarism in
the political governance, on the national, regional and
international level.

But even in the midst of increasing tension and
violence in the communities, women are struggling,
alongside men. Yet the political space for women to
be in decision-making and leadership positions within
their communities, and the organisations remain
restricted and limited. We have seen this particularly
in the fisherfolk communities and organisations.
Thus, Rural and Indigenous Women (RIW) Task
Force has as its primary goal - the empowerment of
women within marginalised sectors. Being empowered, women are able to articulate by themselves the
community issues and challenges, but at the same
time, being able to articulate their own particular
issues as women. Women should be able to question
the positions being taken by their communities, and
their organisations – ensuring that the agenda and the
alternatives being proposed and struggled for are
addressing the issues they have identified, responding
to their particular needs, and if these are substantially
changing the power relations within the communities,
and the society. Women should be able to participate
actively in the shaping of a new society which would
be genuinely liberating for women and men.
It is within this framework that the activities of the
Task Force were launched and initiated to address the
three major issues confronting the rural and
indigenous women –


the increasing poverty and hunger of rural and
indigenous communities;



the heightening of militarism, particularly the “war
on terror” as a response to the legitimate peoples’
struggles; and



the continuing lack of political and economic space
for rural and marginalised women, within society,
community, family and organisations/movements.

The objectives for the three year RIW programme
(2003-2005) are
To assist RIW Task Force members in awareness
raising, organising, mobilising and strategising
against globalisation and its negative impacts on
rural and indigenous women;



To involve young women lawyers to assist RIW
Task Force by sharpening their feminist perspective
on the impacts of globalisation on rural and
indigenous women; and



To influence the agenda of people’s and social
movements on the impacts of globalisation on rural
and indigenous women from a feminist perspective.

Nepal
Due to globalisation, our water resources are
being opened by government to external
forces; multi national corporations (MNCs);
ecotourism; people are not allowed to fish in
the rivers which are preserved for hydropower plants, thus, they are losing their
livelihoods. In the past, forests were used as
sources of food but now the forests are
converted to national parks, animal reservation areas, therefore, it affects people’s lives.
Kyrgyzstan
Although legally women have the rights to
land but customary laws ensure that the land
stays with the husbands. In response to that
women’s groups have submitted proposals
for revision of the land code to give more
rights to women. Presence of the World
Bank, Asian Development Bank, credit agencies, foreign investments are also threatening
to the lives of women due to their development projects without proper analysis of the
impacts.
India
75% of India’s 190 million workers engaged
in agriculture related work are Dalit women.
Dalits are landless and/or marginal landowners. They work as wage earners in the fields
for a feudal style landlord. They are also
known as cheap labour that can work in the
field longer hours than men and cattle. Yet
they earn less. When mechanisation of
agriculture took place, Dalit rural women
were pushed out of their traditional source of
living which is agriculture labour. The landlessness, unemployment and powerlessness
of Dalit women place them in a situation
where they are prone to exploitation and
violence.

APWLD ANNUAL REPORT 2004



Excerpts from countr
countryy
reports of the RIW TTask
ask
For
ce members,
Force
August 2004

41

Bangladesh
There are 11 indigenous communities in
Bangladesh whose livelihoods are threatened
by militarisation, privatisation of forests and
land rights problem. Indigenous people are
forced to flee their communities. Women and
young people migrate to cities to earn a living
so the communities are losing their traditional practices and traditional way of life.
Indonesia
The education sector is being privatised
making education unaffordable to the poorer
sections of the society. The World Bank is
pushing through the agenda of water privatisation in Indonesia, and legislation for water
privatisation has been passed by the parliament. Laws and regulations have been
adopted that have negative impact on people,
especially indigenous people. A government
decree that permits the mining companies to
operate in the virgin forests and protected
areas is detrimental to the livelihoods of
indigenous people of Indonesia.
Philippines
Rural women are losing their land to corporations due to opening up the country to
foreign direct investment. Women Human
Rights Defenders (WHRDs) are being killed
when the situation worsens from fighting
over the resources. The murder cases of
WHRDs were allegedly framed by the government in collusion with influential business
circles in the Philippines. Mountains are
being flattened for mining companies.
Women want the government to stop opening
up the country for mining as mining brings in
more problems than benefits to the economy.
Thailand
The Thai government has been signing
numerous Free Trade Agreements on trade of
food and agricultural products which are
putting Thai farmers in very a disadvantaged
position. Human rights situation has been
worsening as 18 human rights defenders
have been reported killed. Most of these
defenders were land rights activists involved
in the protection of the environment and
natural resources.
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II. ACTIVITIES

AND

RESULTS

Output:
To influence the agenda of
people's and social movements on the
impact of globalisation on rural and
indigenous women from a feminist
perspective.
Indicator: At least five workshops,
conferences, etc. attended by Task Force
members, which have included women's
agenda in their statements, declarations,
resolutions, and to what extent.
APWLD participants:
World Social Forum/People's Movement
Encounter / Mumbai Resistance 2004, 16-21
January 2004 / Mumbai, India
Rita Baua, Bayan, Philippines
Fathima Burnad, Society for Rural
Development, India
Titi Soentoro, Solidaritas Perempuan,
Indonesia
All Nepal Women's Association (ANWA)
Amarsanaa Darisuren, APWLD Secretariat
judy a. pasimio, APWLD Secretariat
People's Caravan for Food Sovereignty,
Culminating Activity (29 September - 2
October 2004 / Kathmandu, Nepal)
Fathima Burnad, Society for Rural
Development, India
All Nepal Women's Association (ANWA)
judy a. pasimio, APWLD Secretariat
Partner: Pesticide Action Network (PAN-AP)
Food Sovereignty Convention, (25-28
November 2004 / Dhaka, Bangladesh)
judy a. pasimio, APWLD Secretariat
Partner: Asia Pacific Research Network
(APRN)
World Forum on Agrarian Reform (WFAR) (38 December 2004 / Valencia, Spain)
Tess Vistro , AMIHAN, Philippines
judy a. pasimio, APWLD Secretariat
Funders:
Sida, Novib, HIVOS,
Rights and Democracy Centre

It was clear and agreed on among the members of
the RIW Task Force that in the rural and indigenous
women’s struggle against capitalist globalisation, it is
imperative that the struggle be closely linked, if not an
integral part of the broader peoples’ movement. This
is in recognition that the struggle against globalisation
is part of the struggle against a class-based and
patriarchal society. This is why one of the major
objectives of the Task Force is to effectively and
actively participate in the different formations and
movements which will strengthen and reinforce the
women’s struggle. It is also to influence the collective
agenda with the rural and indigenous women’s urgent
concerns and struggles for land, and control of
resources, for their lives, and livelihood, and for their
families and communities.

It is within this context that RIW Task Force allotted
resources to be part of the Mumbai activities in
January 2004. A significant part of the APWLD
delegation in Mumbai was members of the RIW Task
Force. While all of the delegates were actively participating in the different events happening simultaneously in Mumbai, particularly in the World Social
Forum (WSF), the RIW Task Force members were
active in People’s Movement Encounter (PME) and
Mumbai Resistance (MR 2004). There were activities
and workshops initiated by the Task Force members
which were focused on their issues (i.e., Food Sovereignty) and women rallying against war. However, the
other significance in the participation in Mumbai was
the bringing of the Task Force’s issues in the multisectoral and mix forums and workshops. APWLD
participants have joined in the strong women’s voice
in articulating women-specific agenda, as well as
women’s perspectives in the different issues. In fact, in
the various assessments, reflections from the different
groups and formations, the WSF 2004 has had the
most participation from women and different sectors.
Unfortunately, the opposite can be said for the MR
2004. While women’s issues were very strongly
articulated in the agenda and political declarations,
much had to be desired in the actual numbers of
women participating. This has led to the determination of the Task Force members to actively support the
participation of APWLD women in the meetings and
activities of the International League of Peoples’
Struggle (ILPS) which is the main force behind MR
2004. However, this proved to be difficult for the
Second International Assembly of ILPS in November
2004. All participants supported by APWLD, largely
from the RIW Task Force, were not able to attend,
except for one. Most were denied visa to travel to the
Netherlands, or even within the Schengen states. Azra
Sayeed from Women and Environment Task Force
(WEN TF) was able to go. She was elected as a
member of the International Coordinating Council
(ICC).

There were the Peoples’ Caravan for Food Sovereignty culminating activities (30 Sept – 2 October,
2004/Kathmandu, Nepal), with the Pesticide Action
Network (PAN-AP) as the leading organiser; and the

In the said events on food sovereignty, it is notable
that while the issues of fisheries were integrated in the
statements, the participation of both women and men
from the fishing villages was still minimal. The
framework of the discussions and the activities
themselves were more land-based, and on agricultural
products and resources. In the APRN’s Food Sovereignty Convention, the Task Force facilitated the
participation of the Sustainable Development Foundation’s (SDF, WEN TF member) community researchers
from the fishing villages to present the case study
(APWLD funded) and share their issues during
different workshops on the impacts of globalisation on
women in fisheries in Thailand.
It is also during this activity that APWLD’s membership to the APRN was confirmed. This will further
broaden APWLD’s network, enhance its research
network, and influence the research agenda of the
network with its own feminist issues and advocacy.
The first World Forum on Agrarian Reform (WFAR)
was convened in Valencia, Spain (3-8 December
2004). The Task Force supported the participation of
Tess Vistro of AMIHAN in this conference along with
the Programme Officer, and also utilised and created
spaces to bring in women, particularly Asian women’s
voices in this global forum. This was a great challenge. Even if women’s participation was high in the
agenda of the organising groups, as a result of the
lobbying of a few members of the committee, this was
not the case. In a global forum as this, women’s
voice, let alone women’s agenda, was a difficult thing
to negotiate a space for. And unfortunately, even
within the women’s workshop, it was difficult to
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There were issue-specific formations, meetings
and conferences that the Task Force participated in.
These were formations and events which were directly
on the advocacy of the Task Force – food sovereignty
and genuine agrarian reform, as alternatives to the
current economic development framework which has
led the rural and indigenous communities to dire
poverty and hunger.

Peoples’ Network on Food Sovereignty (25-27 2004/
Dhaka, Bangladesh) organised by the Asia Pacific
Research Network (APRN). The Task Force members,
particularly SRED, with the support of the Programme
Officer, actively participated in bringing the women’s
voice in the debates and discussions within food
sovereignty issues. There were workshops particularly
on women and food production, the results of which
were integrated in the official documents. In the draft
of the Peoples Food Sovereignty Convention, the
endorsement of which by different groups and
formation is one of the major campaigns of the PNFS,
is very strong in articulating RIW Task Force’s major
points in the food sovereignty campaign. The same
can be said of the conference declarations. At the
national level, the activities of our national members
(e.g., SRED and Solidaritas Perempuan) have contributed to providing women’s voice in the national
campaign on the People’s Caravan for food sovereignty.
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negotiate a space for the Asian women’s voice. It was
predominantly Latin and Central American voice being
heard. While there was a lot of intersection of issues,
the contextual differences with the Asian women,
including issues of caste and ethnicity, are very
important, especially in developing alternatives.
This experience reaffirms the need to further
influence the male-dominated discourses of agrarian
reform and peasant movement in general; as well as
strengthen the networking with the international
women’s movement to be able to enrich the agenda
with the concrete issues of Asia Pacific rural and
indigenous women, particularly on land rights as well
as access and control of resources.
Within all of the workshops, meetings and discussions, the Programme Officer has consistently brought
the issue of the disintegrating human rights situation,
and focusing on the women human rights defenders
within the area of rights to land and natural resources.
These interventions influenced the declarations and
statements coming out of the conferences and
meetings.
For this year, there were two major sectors of
marginalised women’s groups which the Task Force
decided to support – the Asian indigenous women and
women in the fisheries.
The Asian Indigenous Women’s Conference was an
important networking event for consolidating Asian
indigenous women’s network. Indigenous women’s
representatives have learnt about existing regional and
international networks, groups, and relevant UN
mechanisms which address their concerns. The
conference issued a declaration which contained the
common urgent issues being faced by the indigenous
women within the region, their common understanding of the context of their issues, and the actions and
commitments they agreed on. This declaration serves
as the point of unity among the members of the now
revitalised network and a political platform for advocacy at national and international levels.
An integral part of the conference was the settingup of the network’s structures which would better
facilitate and coordinate communication and actions
among the indigenous women’s groups. Significantly,
APWLD was able to contribute towards the revival of
the Asian Indigenous Women’s Network. Following the
conference, the AIWN secretariat was reconstituted
and its network is revitalised.
With active involvement in this conference, APWLD
strengthened its links with Innabuoyg, CWERC,
Tebtebba Foundation, and the other organisations/
networks present there, particularly Cordillera People’s
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Output:
Assistance to Task Force
members and other marginalised women's
groups in organising against
globalisation and its impact on rural and
indigenous women.
Indicator: Three members of Task Force
and other marginalised women's groups
assisted by APWLD have organised actions
on the impact of globalisation from a
feminist perspective and how have they
organised the actions.
APWLD participants:
2nd Asian Indigenous Women's Conference
(4 -11 March 2004/Baguio City,
Philippines)
Titi Soentoro, Solidaritas Perempuan,
Indonesia
Susmita Chakma, Taugya, Bangladesh
Olga Djanaeva. ALGA, Kyrgyzstan
Panmaeng Saewang and Lahkela Chataw,
IMPECT, Thailand
Amarsanaa Darisuren, Sachee Villaithong,
APWLD Secretariat
Partners:
Innabuyog, Cordillera Women's
Education and Resource Center (CWERC),
Tebtebba Foundation
Funder:
Rights and Democracy Centre
Exposure Trip of Indigenous Women from
Thailand to Cordillera, Philippines, (913 March 2004)
Lakhela Chataw, IMPECT, Thailand
Panmeng Saewang, AITT Committee, Thailand
Chuensuk Arsaitrumkul, Network for Gender
Equity,Thailand (Interpreter)
Funder:
Rights and Democracy Centre
Asian Regional Consultation on Women in
Fisheries (11-14 August 2004 / Medan,
Indonesia)
Titi Soentoro, Solidaritas Perempuan,
Indonesia
Chandrika Chakma, ICSF, India
Susmita Chakma, Taugya, Bangladesh
Sita Poudel, ANWA, Nepal
Ravadee Prasertcharouensek, SDF, Thailand
Ces Quimpo, Kalikasan, Philippines
judy a. pasimio, Valentina Soe, APWLD
Secretariat
Partners:
International Collective in Support of
Fisherfolk,
Solidaritas Perempuan - Indonesia
Sustainable Development Foundation (SDF)
Asia Pacific Research Network (APRN)
Funder:
NOVIB

Alliance (CPA), Asian Indigenous People’s Pact (AIPP)
and Pacos-Malaysia.
As part of the strengthening links between communities, the Task Force coordinated the exposure trip
of indigenous women from Thailand to the Cordillera
indigenous communities. While language really played
a major constraint in a more meaningful and smooth
exchange of ideas and experiences, the visit proved to

be fruitful for the women from the hilltribes of Thailand. The dynamism of the community movement,
and various forms of struggles, not excluding armed
struggle, has inspired them. They have shared the
similarities and differences of the political context, and
peoples’ responses with the meetings of the Indigenous Women’s Network based in the north of
Thailand. While these community meetings were very
informative and valuable, they would have wanted,
however, deeper interaction with the women in the
community, as well as indigenous women’s organisations.
Nevertheless, with the commitment and enthusiasm to organise among themselves, the participants
from the AIWN meeting in Baguio and the exposure
trip in Cordillera, have started the process of establishing the Ethnic Women Network in Thailand. After the
Baguio trip, the network has met twice and has plans
to meet again in February 2005. They plan to “set
common goals to work together. We need a centre of
communication and resources to facilitate communication flow and dissemination and linkages locally
nationally and internationally” (Suraporn, AITT/31
December 2004). The Task Force will continue to
work with the network and contribute in ways that
would be identified from their planning meeting.
As a follow up from the first Asian fisherfolk
conference in 2002 (Asian Fisherfolk Conference: Cut
Away the Net of Globalisation from 25 to 29 January
2002 at Prince of Songkhla University, Hat Yai,
Thailand), this year saw the meeting of Asian women
from the fishing communities. The political participation of women in addressing their particular issues
has been identified as one area where a lot of work
and support is needed. Thus, with the vigorous
coordination among the organising committee
(International Collective Support for the Fishers,
Solidaritas Perempuan, and RIW TF) the first Asian
Regional Consultation of Women in Fisheries was
held. This provided space for women from the
communities as well as women from supportive nongovernment organisations to discuss the specific
impacts of globalisation in their lives as women
members of the fishing communities. It was also in
this meeting that the case studies on the impact of
globalisation on women in fisheries were presented
and discussed.

At the national level, the Task Force supported
Solidaritas Perempuan in its convening the Indonesian
National consultation with the women in fisheries (8-9
August 2004/Medan, Indonesia). There were more
than 20 Indonesians (fisher women, activists of fishernetworks, members of organizing committee) who
gathered for the first time on issues of women in
fisheries. It was an opportunity to share information
and experiences by the participants from North
Sulawesi, several fishing communities from East,
Central, West Java and Jakarta Bay, and North
Sumatra. The meeting also provided interaction
between the women from the fishing communities
with the women from advocacy groups working on
issues of women and globalisation. They were able to
identify common issues, strategies for building
solidarity and cooperation. Concretely, the participants agreed to support the campaign of the fishing
women of Buyat Bay affected by the dumping of tailing
by the Newmont Mining Corporation. They also
identified as a common activity the making of a critical
review of the follow up activities of the Indonesia
fisherfolk conference two years ago, with particular
focus on matters related to women. This could serve
as a basis for their organising work as well as policy
advocacy on regulations/laws affecting fisherfolk,
especially women.
The two major conferences of women from the
indigenous and fishing communities provided space
for them to discuss the different issues of
globalisation affecting their particular sector, or
groups - as indigenous women, as well as women in
fisheries. With the sharing from women from advocacy groups from different countries serving as inputs
on the current discussions on globalisation, strategies
to resist, and tools to develop alternatives. These
events, which gave birth to national and local initiatives helped revitalized and opened channels where

Output:
Training module on
globalisation tailored for rural and
indigenous women.
Indicator: Three members of Task Force
have used the module to organise actions
on the impact of globalisation on rural
and indigenous women; and how have they
used it.
APWLD participants: Judy Taguiwalo, Coconvenor (RIW TF) as the main writer and
the rest of the RIW TF
Funders:
Sida, Novib, HIVOS
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The case studies and the sharing from the conference emphasised the urgent need for a feminist
organising among the fishing communities. While
there were plans and recommendations for more
cooperative work among the fishworkers’ organisations and women organisations on different levels, the

main challenge is for the Task Force to be able to have
a clear and specific programme to start a more
systematic and long-term support to Asian women in
fisheries.
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cooperation and collaboration can be pursued in
strengthening their own communities, their own
groups, as wells as the network themselves on the
regional level.
The main objective of the module is to provide
information as well as skills for the grassroots women
from the rural and indigenous communities to facilitate discussions on the issues of globalisation,
impacts on women, particularly from the marginalised
sector, for the purposes of organising grassroots
activists. During the early part of 2005, national
testing will be conducted in at least three countries Philippines, Indonesia, and India. The module is
scheduled to be published in the third quarter of 2005.

Output:
Research on the War on Terror
and the Impact on the Struggle of Rural
and Indigenous women1
Indicator: Three young women lawyers
involved in Task Force activities and how
have they been involved.
APWLD participants:
Judy Taguiwalo, Philippines
B.S. Ajeetha, India
Salma Rayayaan, Indonesia
Alnie Foja, Philippines
Susmita Chakma, Bangladesh
Vasana Pataranantakul, Thailand
judy a. pasimio, APWLD Secretariat
Valentine Soe, APWLD Secretariat
Funder:
Rights and Democracy Centre

The broad objective of the research is to gain a
clearer understanding of the impact of anti-terrorism
laws and national security legislation on rural and
indigenous women, particularly on their access to and
control over resources. The research on anti-terror
laws is an integral part of a broader campaign against
anti-terrorism laws in the Asia Pacific. The knowledge
gained from this research will aid organisations in
having a feminist critique on the laws and their
specific effects on rural and indigenous women. This
will, in turn, inform the actions that the organisations
may undertake, may it be within a policy advocacy or
campaigns work.
As part of the ongoing efforts of the RIW Task
Force to strengthen links between the Task Force and
young women lawyers working on the issues of rural
and indigenous women, a meeting of invited young
women lawyers was held in Manila (3-4 March 2004).
With a session on sharing of Feminist Legal Theory
and Practice (FLTP) by one of APWLD trainers,
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Eleanor Conda, it also meant to present an alternative
perspective on law, and the use of law. On a more
immediate and concrete level, the meeting was also to
facilitate the formulation of a common research
framework and objectives for the research on “war on
terror” and the impacts on the struggles on rural and
indigenous women.
The two-day meeting allowed space for the FLTP
discussion as well as sharing among the law students
and lawyers, some from indigenous communities
themselves. The participants expressed desire to
continue to explore more ways of interacting and
working together in the future. The different levels of
knowledge and ability to use English language were a
real challenge. Thus, this is really an important thing
to consider and to pay attention to in the endeavour of
having stronger links between and among indigenous
women, and lawyers.
III. LESSONS LEARNT

AND

PLANS

The Task Force on Rural and Indigenous Women
Programme has taken the task of supporting the
broadening of the organised ranks of struggling
women within the rural and indigenous communities;
and assisting in organising of more women. The
political terrain has become less simple, while the
situation is becoming more urgent. Thus, the need to
be more creative yet deliberate in the advocacy work;
diverse yet focused in campaign actions.
Laws and policies, which are largely used to serve
the interests of the state, provide at the very least a
platform for advocacy and public debate on issues
affecting indigenous and marginalised rural communities; and at best, they provide, when engaged creatively, temporary shields from different onslaughts
against the communities. Thus, the Task Force
members plan to give more attention and be more
engaged in the discussions on relevant regional and
international policies. They will be involved in various
lead up activities to the WTO Ministerial Meeting in
2005, and the campaigns around it.
The exchange visits among indigenous women are
meant to foster solidarity as well exchange of skills in
organising and campaign work. With the positive
experience from the first one that the Task Force
facilitated, this is one strategy for networking that the
Task Force has plans of developing. On the other
hand, the completion of the module on women and
globalisation is one tool of organising that the Task
Force members have already planned to use in their
work.

However, the expansion and broadening of the
network should be more deliberate. Progressive work
is being done in the involvement of young women
lawyers. As of now, the co-convenor of the Task Force
is Fifi Rahayaan, an Indonesian lawyer from Solidaritas
Perempuan, and a new Task Force member is Susmita
Chakma, a indigenous woman lawyer from Chittagong
Hill Tracts in Bangladesh. Both of them were part of
the small group of young women lawyers who were
involved in the war on terror policies research. Their
presence in the Task Force would be valuable as we
engage more systematically in the laws and policies
both on the national and international level affecting
access and control of women to natural resources.
The research, which they also were part of, will be
a tool for the advocacy against the intensification of
militarism in the region, as well as the campaign for
the repeal of the anti-terror laws and policies in the
different countries (ie. Philippines, India, Thailand,
Bangladesh). This research will be launched in a
regional consultation in 2005 among women from
indigenous and rural communities which directly
experience the negative impacts of the “war on terror”
policies and laws, and human rights advocates. This
will provide the platform for the Task Force members

and its network to systematically and objectively
oppose these policies, and demonstrate the militarist
ideology of the governments within the region.
While the scope of Rural and Indigenous Women
Programme is broad, 2004 activities and experience of
the Task Force has shown us that there is a great need
to focus. With the commitment to maintain support
for the broad issues of rural and indigenous women,
particularly those which are being carried by the Task
Force members, the RIW Task Force is moving
towards giving more focus on women in fishing
communities. The Asian Regional Conference on
Women in Fisheries in Medan made it clear that a lot
of work needs to be done to support organising
women in fishing communities. This project entails,
then, a further discussion and clarification among the
Task Force members, and perhaps APWLD in general,
the strategy of “feminist organising”.
It is therefore important that the expansion of the
members of the Task Force should be consistent with
the direction of the Task Force. The three seats
available for membership should be filled in by women
from fishery organisations, or women organisations
working on fishery issues.

THE ORIGINAL OUTPUT IS COLLATION OF RURAL AND INDIGENOUS WOMEN’S STRUGGLES AGAINST GLOBALISATION AND RELATED LAWS
POLICIES. THIS WAS MEANT TO RESPOND TO OBJECTIVE #2 – TO INVOLVE YOUNG WOMEN LAWYERS OR PARALEGALS IN EXPLORING
THE USE OF FEMINIST LEGAL STRATEGIES TO ASSIST RIW TF MEMBERS IN ASSERTING AND CLAIMING THE RIGHTS OF RURAL AND
INDIGENOUS WOMEN.
HOWEVER, THIS OUTPUT WAS AMENDED DURING LAST YEAR’S TF MEETING IN BISHKEK, KYRGYZSTAN. AT THE TIME THAT THE WAR ON
TERROR HAS INTENSIFIED, PARTICULARLY WITHIN THE REGION, WHICH AFFECTS MEMBER ORGANISATIONS AND THEIR PARTNER COMMUNITIES,
IT WAS DECIDED THAT THERE WAS A NEED TO ADVOCATE FOR THE REPEAL OF ANTI-TERROR LAWS AND POLICIES IMPOSED WITHIN THIS
FRAMEWORK.
FROM THE STORIES AND REPORTS OF MEMBERS AND THEIR PARTNER COMMUNITIES, ONE OF THE MAJOR OBSTACLES AND CHALLENGES THAT
THEY HAVE IN THEIR CONTINUING STRUGGLE AGAINST GLOBALISATION IS THE INTENSIFICATION OF MILTIARISATION, POLITICAL REPRESSION
LAWS AND POLICIES WERE PASSED IN THE DIFFERENT COUNTRIES WITHIN
AND HARASSMENT, ALL IN THE NAME OF WAR AGAINST TERROR.
THE REGION WITH THE JUSTIFICATION THAT THEY ARE NEEDED FOR NATIONAL, AS WELL AS REGIONAL SECURITY.
1

AND
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CROSS CUTTING INITIATIVES
I. OVERVIEW
Cross-cutting initiatives are activities which do not
fall solely within a programme but cut across the
different programmes of APWLD and are directly
related to the general objectives of the network. These
are either initiated by the members of the Secretariat,
given the urgency or significance of the issue at hand,
or in support to a national initiative of the members.
The objectives for 2003 – 2005 are:


To respond to urgent issues of the day which are
within the mandate and general objectives of
APWLD; and



To respond to requests from APWLD members and
partners which are within the mandate of APWLD.

II. ACTIVITIES

AND

RESULTS

Celebration of International W
omen’
Women’
omen’ss Day
8 Mar
ch 2004
March
In celebration of the International Women’s Day,
and in solidarity with all women’s groups, particularly
within the network, a section on March 8 was allotted
at the APWLD website for the whole month of March.
The section featured statements, descriptions of
activities, plans, and photos of actual activities by
48

APWLD members. The Korean Women’s Association
United launched the Women’s Quilt Campaign in 20
different cities of Korea, the quilt symbolising the
cover-up for the corrupted national assembly. In India,
Tamil Nadu Women’s Forum organised ‘a protest day’
in different districts of Tamil Nadu State with public
protest meetings, hunger strikes against state violence
on women and a sex workers seminar. In Philippines,
GABRIELA, the militant women’s alliance, organised
rallies and raised the banner of GABIELA Women’s
Party list determined to take their struggle further into
the political front through the party list elections, and
participants of the Asian Indigenous Women’s Confer-

Output:
Relevant and timely responses
to urgent issues initiated by the
Secretariat
Indicator:
a) Number of statements from feminist and
women's human rights perspectives released
on issues; or number of related actions
initiated or participated in by the
Secretariat
b) Number of other networks seeking
APWLD's endorsement of their issues;
c) Number of networks endorsing APWLD's
issues/campaigns

ence joined the march in Baguio City, Philippines. In
Bangladesh, women’s organisations held rallies under
the themes of “Direct elections of women to the
Parliament” and “Evaluation of women’s work in all
sectors at all levels”.

Protest Actions on Mar
ch 20: The W
orld Still Says No
March
World
to W
ar in Iraq!
War
20 Mar
ch 2004
March
March 20 marks the first year of the invasion and
the illegal occupation of Iraq by the US and the

The Secretariat, along with other networks and
friends in Chiangmai organised a bike ride around the
city. On that day, about 30 people came and joined the
ride with red shirts bearing the slogan and red balloons. The group stopped at the military barracks to
demand for the withdrawal of Thai troops from Iraq;
and at the British consulate and US Embassy to call
for the end of the illegal occupation of Iraq, and to end
all wars for profit and power.
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The APWLD Secretariat also joined the celebration
by women’s groups in Chiangmai, Thailand. It
released a statement on bringing back and revitalizing
women’s activism, particularly in the context where the
celebration has been co-opted by state institutions as
a venue to flaunt palliative measures to address
women’s issues, alienating women’s groups advocating for structural changes. The statement was to draw
attention to the plight of women human rights defenders under attack and different forms of violence being
experienced by women, especially from grassroots
communities. Members of the Secretariat also participated in the march and spoke at the public programme.

coalition forces. While the world still says no to war,
APWLD adds its voice by saying “End all wars for
profit and for power!” The war in Iraq has not made
the world a safer place, not even Iraq. It has brought
to fore other wars being fought by other peoples –
discrimination, intolerance. “End all wars for profit
and for power” is a call for accountability for the US
attack on Iraq for profit; it is a call to repeal all antiterrorism measures which criminalise human rights
defenders; it is a call to end the violence against the
communities fighting for their land against the
encroachment of transnational companies; and it is a
call to end different forms of violence committed
against the woman and her body, for profit and power.
Other women’s networks in India, Philippines and
Thailand joined this campaign.
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Solidarity Actions with the W
omen’
Women’
omen’ss League of Burma
30 May 2004 / 19 June 2004
May 30 marked the first year since the “Depayin
Massacre” in Burma. It was on that day that the
political party of Aung San Suu Kyi, the National
League of Democracy (NLD) was attacked by armed
men, believed to be paramilitary groups loyal to the
State Peace and Development Council (SPDC). In the
attack, hundreds were injured and numerous killed.
Aung San Suu Kyi, along with the other officials of the
party, was arrested.
“Justice for one, justice for all” is the slogan of the
Friends of Burma-Chiangmai, a network of solidarity
groups of which APWLD is a member. It is an expression of solidarity to those who suffer under the
military rule in Burma. As part of the solidarity
network, the Secretariat joined the drafting of the
statement for May 30, distributed leaflets, and prepared media releases. The Secretariat also joined the
other activities for the occasion of the birthday of
Aung San Suu Kyi on 19 June 2004 in Chiangmai.
Response to the Narathiwat Massacre in the south of
Thailand
October-December 2004
The assembly of around 3,000 people, unarmed
and mostly young men, in the district of Tak Bai of
Narathiwat Province, in the southern Thailand on
October 25 ended with more than 85 people dead, 60
missing, and 1,300 detained. Most of them were
Muslims. They were protesting against the detention
of six village volunteers who were arrested earlier
under the suspicion of supporting Islamic militants
with weapons stolen from the government.
APWLD issued a statement which was disseminated widely and posted on the website condemning
the inhumane, gross violation of democratic right to
assemble of Thai people and called for the lifting of
martial law in the south of Thailand. The Women’s
Studies Centre of Chiangmai University jointly with
APWLD organised a workshop on November 26
International Day for Elimination of Violence against
Women where two women from the affected Muslim
communities in the south shared their concerns about
escalating violence they face from the Thai government. Their testimonies have been reflected and a
wider picture of human rights violations by the Thai
authorities have been shown in the September –
December edition of Forum News.
APWLD Secretariat as part of the United for PeaceChiangmai group had been organising weekly rallies in
Chiangmai for 2 months demanding peaceful solutions
of the issues in the south of Thailand, unconditional
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release of the detainees and that the perpetrators of
the violence be brought to justice. As a result of the
pressure from human rights organisations, political
groups, Thai academics, students and Members of the
Thai Parliament, the detainees were released and the
Thai Prime Minister expressed his commitment to
non-violence resolutions of the conflict in southern
Thailand.
Output:
Assistance provided to APWLD
members and partners as requested
Indicator: Number of APWLD members and
partners assisted and how useful was the
assistance

Activities under this output include mainly
APWLD’s response to action alerts: letters and
messages from women’s groups, NGOs or people’s
movements seeking assistance or support to an issue
requesting a particular action. These are mainly
requests for a sign-on petition or a letter of concern to
be sent to a government. Action alerts is a very
important tool for campaigning, therefore, APWLD
always responds to action alerts coming from its
members, network or partners. In 2004, APWLD
responded to numerous action alerts including the
following:
The Campaign for the Reform of the TTurkish
urkish Penal
Code from a Gender Perspective coordinated by
Women for W
omen’
ays,
Women’
omen’ss Human Rights – New W
Ways,
August 2004.
APWLD faxed letters to the Turkish Prime Minister,
the Ministers of Justice and Foregn Affairs urging the
government to make necessary amendments to the
Turkish Penal Code Draft Law in order to eradicate
discrimination against women. The three-year campaign finally succeeded when on September 26th,
2004, the Turkish Penal Code Draft Law was accepted
in the Turkish Parliament. The new Code includes
more than thirty amendments that constitute a major
step towards gender equality and protection of sexual
and bodily rights of women and girls in Turkey.
Call for the unconditional release of an Iranian
activist, Mahboobeh Abbasgholizadeh,
November 2004
APWLD sent letters to the relevant Iranian authorities demanding release of Ms. Mahboobeh
Abbasgholizadeh, the Editor of Farzaneh (the first
women’s studies journal in Iran ) and Director of the
NGO Training Centre that facilitates Iranian NGOs to
get registered, builds their capacity to function

effectively, and promotes a human rights perspective.
International pressure worked and after a month of
imprisonment Mahboobeh was released on bond.
International Signature Campaign: Global petition to
the UN and ILO
APWLD joined the signature campaign initiated by
its member, War and Women’s Human Rights Centre
of Korea, and set up a weblink on APWLD website.
The campaign aims to collect one million signatures to
be submitted to the UN and ILO in February 2005
requesting them to urge the Japanese government to
solve the issue of military sexual slavery and say no to
Japan’s wish to become a permanent member of the
UN Security Council.
Thailand: Libel suit against a media reform activist,
September 2004
APWLD sent letters to the Thai authorities and
Shin Corporation with demands to drop charges
against Ms Supinya Klangnarong, Secretary General of
the Campaign for Popular Media Reform, who was
sued by Shin Corp after writing an article published in
Thai Post on 16 July 2003 that Shin Corp’s profits
have skyrocketed since Thaksin Shinawatra became
Prime Minister of Thailand.
Eviction of minority hill tribe villagers in North
Thailand, September 2004
APWLD sent letters to the Thai authorities demanding dropping charges against villagers of the
Pang Daeng community, Chiang Mai province. Thai
security forces arrested 48 villagers (50 per cent of the
entire community) for alleged land encroachment. The
Secretariat members visited villagers in prison to give
moral support.
Thailand: Abuse of migrant workers’ rights,
November 2004

Thailand: Lawsuits against a women’
women’ss rights activist
by a former police commander
commander,, December 2004
APWLD, as part of the International Coordinating
Committee of the International Campaign on Women
Human Rights Defenders, initiated an action alert and

Philippines: Hacienda Luisita massacre, November
2004
APWLD sent letters to the President of Philippines,
Department of Justice, Management of the Hacienda
Luisita Inc. and the Commission on Human Rights of
Philippines demanding justice and indemnification to
the victims of the massacre. 17 workers of a sugar
cane farm, including 2 children and a woman, were
brutally killed by police in a violent dispersal of a farm
workers’ strike for land, salary increase and jobs.
Response was received from the Commission on
Human Rights of Philippines and the Department of
Justice informing that the investigation is underway.
III. LESSONS LEARNT

AND

PLANS

The coordinating action within the network and
across programmes is an important role of the
Secretariat as it provides venues for more direct
collaboration within and among members. This allows
the network to forge solidarity with other social
movements and is a venue to influence a discourse or
a campaign with the perspective and agenda of
APWLD. The involvement of the Secretariat in issues
and actions in Thailand is equally important since it
provides the staff grounding on national issues. Also,
it is a form of concrete support that APWLD can give
to women’s groups in Thailand.
As stated above, the Secretariat has participated in
numerous actions and developed statements on
various issues, integrating a feminist and women’s
human rights perspective. Other networks have joined
APWLD’s campaigns, particularly the “women oppose
war” and “peaceful resolution of the Southern Thai
conflict” campaigns: Arkibong Bayan in Philippines
and United for Peace in Thailand. Upon request,
APWLD has supported other women’s groups to
advocate for their concerns. However, the results of
these initiatives have to be documented more closely
to track the achievements of the indicators identified
under this programme. It was also noted that the
feminist perspective on war has to be developed
further to sharpen the advocacy for this APWLD
campaign.
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APWLD sent letters to the Thai authorities and
International Labour Organisation’s Bangkok
subregional office expressing concern about the denial
of labour rights and inhumane working conditions for
Burmese migrant workers at two separate factories in
Mae Sot, Thailand. ILO responded with a letter
acknowledging that knowledge of conditions of
migrant workers would help them strategise their
mandate in assisting the improvement of working
conditions of migrant workers in Thailand.

sent letters to the Thai government and the National
Human Rights Commission of Thailand demanding
withdrawal of the law suits against Ms. Ticha NaNakorn by General San Sarutanon, the Chief Commander of the Royal Thai police with charges of
alleged defamation through an article in a newspaper
on 30 Oct 2003. Ms. Ticha was advocating for a
woman who was subjected to sexual harassment
committed by the perpetrator who is considered a
public leader and in a position of authority in Thailand.
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INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
I. OVERVIEW
Institutional development refers to all activities
related to organisational development to ensure the
effective functioning of APWLD as a network. Specifically, the following outputs are expected under
institutional development: review of the Constitution
focusing on revising APWLD’s structure; review of
task force and general membership; development of
planning, monitoring and evaluation tools for its
programmes; review of staff positions and workload;
capacity-building for staff; raising funds and maintenance of the financial system of the network; maintenance of the relationship with APWLD National Thai
Association; production of Forum News and other
publications; development of organisational campaigns; provision and exchange of information among
the network; maintenance of the resource centre and
website.
The objectives for institutional development are:
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to ensure effective functioning of APWLD as a
network at all levels for the full implementation of
its programmes;



to facilitate active sharing of information among
APWLD members and partners;



to stir debate and contribute towards developing a
common understanding among APWLD on critical,
urgent issues facing women in Asia Pacific; and



to assist programmes and APWLD members obtain
information relevant to their work.

II. ACTIVITIES

AND

RESULTS

The General Assembly of APWLD members was
convened on February 5-6, 2004 in Chiangmai,
Thailand. It was the first General Assembly after
APWLD moved to Thailand in 1997. It was a significant meeting since it was intended to implement
changes in the structure resulting from the review and
amendment of the Constitution (2003). There were 35
participants representing the founding members, the
former members of APWLD’s governance bodies, the
current members of the governance bodies, members
of the different Task Forces, and a balance between

Output:
Special APWLD General Assembly
Meeting convened
Indicator: More members of the General Assembly
participated directly in the selection of
representatives in APWLD's governance bodies
APWLD Participants:
Sultana Kamal, Ain-O-Salish Kendra, Bangladesh
Titi Soentoro, Solidaritas Perempuan, Indonesia
Nurgul Djanaeva, Forum for Women's NGOs,
Kyrgyzstan
Judy Taguiwalo, Philippines
Virada Somswasdi, Thailand
Hameeda Hossain, Ain-O-Salish Kendra, Bangladesh
Virisila Buadromo, Fiji Women's Rights Movement,
Fiji
Kamala Chandrakirana, Komnas Perempuan,
Indonesia
Mikiko Otani, Japan
Zohra Yusuf, Human Rights Commission, Pakistan
Ivy Josiah, Women's Aid Organisation, Malaysia
Zanaa Jurmed, National CEDAW Watch Network
Centre, Mongolia
Evalyn G. Ursua, Philippines
Wanee B. Thitiprasert, Peace & Culture
Foundation, Thailand
Young Sook Cho, Korea Women's Associations
United, South Korea
Alison Aggarwal, Australia
Azra Talat Sayeed, Roots for Equity, Pakistan
Tita Lubi, GABRIELA, Philippines
Fatima Burnad, Society for Rural Education and
Development, India
Olga Djanaeva, ALGA Rural Women's Organisation,
Kyrgyzstan
Enkhjargal Davaasuren, Mongolian National Centre
against Violence
Tati Krisnawaty, Solidaritas Perempuan,
Indonesia
Pranom Somwong, Migrant Action Program, Thailand
Eleanor Conda, Philippines
Madhu Mehra, Partners for Law in Development,
India
APWLD Secretariat
Funders :
Sida, Novib, Hivos

individual and organisational members from
Asia Pacific.
An achievement of this meeting was that
members of the General Assembly participated
directly in the selection of representatives in
APWLD’s governance bodies, an indicator
identified under Institutional Development. In
this meeting after a long deliberative process,
the members selected by consensus 23
representatives to the Regional Council,
ensuring that the provisions stated in the
Constitution guided the selection of the
representatives. The General Assembly also
decided that the full membership of 27
members in the Regional Council as stated in
the Constitution will be enforced in the next
term since the current representation is
adequate for the moment.
The meeting was also an opportunity to
continue the debate on women and
globalisation and discuss APWLD’s campaigns
on Food Sovereignty, Women Oppose War and
Women Human Rights Defenders. Members
of the General Assembly reaffirmed their
commitment to APWLD’s goal of promoting
women’s human rights in Asia Pacific. In this
context, they expressed collectively that they
are against neo-liberal globalisation policies of
privatisation, de-regulation and liberalisation of
national economies which have worsened
poverty and resulted in violations of women’s
civil, political, social, economic and cultural
rights. General Assembly members also
adopted as organisational campaigns the three
major campaigns.
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Output:
Regional Council Meeting
convened to review APWLD membership
Indicator: APWLD membership list produced
APWLD Participants:
Sultana Kamal, Ain-O-Salish Kendra,
Bangladesh
Titi Soentoro, Solidaritas Perempuan,
Indonesia
Nurgul Djanaeva, Olga Djanaeva, Kyrgyzstan
Judy Taguiwalo, Philippines
Eleanor Conda, Philippines
Tita Lubi, GABRIELA, Philippines
Evalyn Ursua, Philippines
Virada Somswasdi, Wanee BangpraphaThitiprasert, Thailand
Virisila Buadromo, Fiji Women’s Rights
Movement, Fiji
Kamala Chandrakirana, Komnas Perempuan,
Indonesia
Mikiko Otani, Japan
Zohra Yusuf, Human Rights Commission,
Pakistan
Ivy Josiah, Women’s Aid Organisation,
Malaysia
Zanaa Jurmed, National CEDAW Watch Network
Centre,
Mongolia
Young Sook Cho, Korea Women’s Associations
United, South Korea
Alison Aggarwal, Australia
Azra Talat Sayeed, Roots for Equity,
Pakistan
Fatima Burnad, Society for Rural Education
and Development, India
Enkhjargal Davaasuren, Mongolian National
Centre against Violence
Tati Krisnawaty, Solidaritas Perempuan,
Indonesia
Pranom Somwong, Migrant Action Program,
Thailand
Madhu Mehra, Partners for Law in
Development, India
APWLD Secretariat
Funders:
Sida, Novib, Hivos

The incumbent Regional Council met for the last
time on 5 February 2004 to review and approve
APWLD’s membership list. In total, 142 members of
APWLD were confirmed representing 21 countries in
Asia Pacific. The membership list became the basis
for nominations for positions in the Regional Council
and Programme and Management Committee. A
membership directory was also produced, achieving
another indicator under Institutional Development. The
Regional Council also reviewed the applications for
membership in the Task Forces and approved five new
members for the WEN Task Force; two new members
for the RIW Task Force; four new members for the
VAW Task Force; and one new member for the L&M
Task Force.
The newly elected Regional Council also convened
on 7 February 2004 for an orientation on their roles
and responsibilities. They also nominated and
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selected four members from among themselves to sit
as members of the Programme and Management
Committee ensuring geographical balance among the
representatives and provide for continuity by selecting
old and new members of the Committee. The new
members of the Programme Committee are: Tita Lubi,
Philippines; Titi Soentoro, Indonesia; Nurgul Djanaeva,
Kyrgyzstan; Sultana Kamal, Bangladesh; and as exofficio members of the committee, Wanee B.
Thitiprasert, member of the Board of Directors of the
APWLD National Thai Association; Virada Somswasdi,
president of APWLD National Thai Association; Mary
Jane N. Real, Regional Coordinator.

Output:
Review of staff positions and
workload at the APWLD Secretariat
Indicator: Implementation of staff
workplan as planned
APWLD Participants:
Sultana Kamal, Ain-O-Salish Kendra,
Bangladesh
Titi Soentoro, Solidaritas Perempuan,
Indonesia
Nurgul Djanaeva, Forum for Women’s NGOs,
Kyrgyzstan
Virada Somswasdi, Thailand
Wanee B. Thitiprasert, Peace & Culture
Foundation, Thailand
Tita Lubi, GABRIELA, Philippines
Judy Taguiwalo, Philippines
APWLD Secretariat
Funders:
Sida, Novib, Hivos

a. Steering Committee and Programme and Management Committee meetings
The incumbent Steering Committee and the
incumbent Programme and Management Committee
met for the last time on 3-4 February, 2004 to review
and approve the annual narrative and financial report
for 2003. They also confirmed the regular employment of Punika Shinawatra, as Finance Officer and
Yamini, as Programme Officer for Women’s Human
Rights and Violence against Women programmes.
Members of the Steering Committee discussed the
report on the review of staff positions submitted by
Roshan Dhunjibhoy, who was hired as an external
facilitator for the Workshop on the Review of Staff
Positions between members of the Programme and
Management Committee and the Secretariat to assess
the needs of the current Secretariat and develop
recommendations to address their concerns. Based
on the report, the Steering Committee approved the
creation of three new positions in the Secretariat:
Assistant to the Regional Coordinator; and two
Assistants to the Programme Officers/Resource

Officer. The new positions were created in response to
the exceeding workload in the Secretariat as the
network has expanded and developed its programmes
more extensively. Salaries and benefits for the new
staff were determined bearing in mind that administrative costs do not exceed 20 per cent of the annual
budget as stated in the administrative guidelines.
b. New staff at the Secretariat
Alycia Nicholas was hired as a Programme Associate from January - April 2004. She assisted in the
transition process for Women’s Participation in
Political Processes (WPPP) and Labour and Migration
(L&M) programmes as the contract of Vani Dulaki,
Programme Officer, ended last year. Alycia received
her undergraduate degree (Sociology major and
Women’s Studies minor) from the University of
Colorado, USA.
Tomoko Kashiwazaki joined the Secretariat on 1
June 2004 as an Assistant to the Resource Officer and
the Programme Officer for VAW and WHR programmes. She graduated with a master’s degree in
Human Rights from the University of Sussex in the
United Kingdom and is also a member of Violence
against Women in War Network in Japan, focusing on
the issue of sexual slavery and militarisation.
Cholpon Akmatova joined APWLD as a Resource
Officer on 18 June 2004. She is from Kyrgyzstan, a
former Soviet republic in Central Asia. She has a
master’s degree in Higher Education Administration
from Columbia University, New York, USA, and a
master’s degree in English Language from the Kyrgyz
State University. She worked with the Forum of
Women’s NGOs of Kyrgyzstan since 1997 and has 10
years of experience working in rural development
projects.
Nalini Singh joined APWLD on 1 July 2004 as the
Assistant to the Regional Coordinator. She is a
graduate of the University of the South Pacific, where
she focused her studies on development issues in the
region. Before joining APWLD, Nalini was working
with UNDP’s Regional Rights Resource Team (RRRT)
based in Suva, Fiji.

Kornvika Paupratum accepted the position of part
time Book keeper on 1 September 2004. She is a
graduate of Chiangmai University and has ample
experience in business administration and book

Julie Kon Kam King joined APWLD on 15 September 2004 as the Programme Officer for WPPP and
L&M programmes. She was an intern under the L&M
Programme in 2002. Julie has a degree in law from
McGill University and an undergraduate degree in
Communications from the University of Ottawa. Before
joining APWLD, she has worked at a community legal
clinic for migrant domestic workers and at a social
justice, labour law firm which focuses on equality
rights, and advocacy for unionised workers in Canada.
Interns:
Jennifer Taylor was an intern at APWLD for four
months, from 12 January – 12 April 2004. She is
currently an undergraduate student from Trent
University, Canada and as part of her studies for her
last semester, Jenny worked with APWLD and at the
same time finished her research on the issues surrounding women’s status within the Buddhist Sangha
in Thailand.
Lisa Pusey, a solicitor from Australia with law and
social science background, joined APWLD as an intern
on 15 April 2004. She worked in a Community Legal
Centre in Australia before joining APWLD. Lisa worked
directly with the Programme Officer on the VAW and
WHR programmes until October 2004.
Cait Sainsbury joined APWLD as an intern on 1
June until 6 August 2004. Cait’s internship is supported by the International Human Rights Programme
at the Faculty of Law, University of Toronto, where she
recently completed the first year of a three-year Juris
Doctor program. Cait currently holds a Bachelor of
Arts honours degree in Environmental Studies and
Native Studies from Trent University in Peterborough,
Canada.
Output:
Regular Planning, Monitoring
and Evaluation during Programme and
Management Committee meetings
Indicator: More systematic monitoring and
evaluation of outputs and activities
against objectives and outcomes as
reflected in Annual Report
APWLD Participants:
Sultana Kamal, Ain-O-Salish Kendra,
Bangladesh
Titi Soentoro, Solidaritas Perempuan,
Indonesia
Nurgul Djanaeva, Forum for Women’s NGOs,
Kyrgyzstan
Virada Somswasdi, Thailand
Wanee Bangprapha-Thitiprasert, Thailand
Tita Lubi, Gabriela, Philippines
Mary Jane Real, APWLD Regional Coordinator
APWLD Secretariat
Funders:
Sida, Novib, Hivos
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Valentina Soe joined APWLD on July 2004 as an
Assistant to the Programme Officers for WEN; RIW
and WPPP and L&M programmes. She graduated
from Webster University, Thailand, with Master of Arts
degree in International Relations.

keeping.
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The Programme and Management Committee met
four times, on 3 February, 20-21 May, 22-23 July and
20 October 2004 for its regular meetings. Mandated
activities included making recommendations for the
approval of the Annual Report 2003 and monitoring
the implementation of the 2004 workplan and budget.
Status of planned activities was clarified, and cuts for
budget items that were not spent by July 2004 were
recommended. It also recommended and endorsed
the appointment of two Programme Assistants,
Assistant to Regional Coordinator, Programme Officer,
Book keeper and Regional Coordinator.
During its July meeting the Committee and
Secretariat visited the village of Barn Grood in
Prachuab Khiri Khan province in southern Thailand to
meet the community who have been struggling, for the
past several years, to retain their rights to the land
which they live on. Jintana Kaewkhao, an upcoming
woman human rights defender from the village
explained that the confrontation began when in 1997
the Saha Union embarked on developing a coal fired
power plant in the area which would have had detrimental impacts on the natural ecosystems in the area.
Through the villagers’ undeterred protests, the Thai
Government finally has officially shelved the project.
The meeting with a community woman human rights
defender was important for the members of APWLD
Programme and Management Committee and the
Secretariat in light of the preparations for the International Campaign on Women Human Rights Defenders.
Output:
Capacity building for staff
Indicator: Number and kind of exposure
training and how used to enhance work

a. Participation at “Innovations in Understanding
VAW: International Resear
ch and Action Conference,”
Research
25-28 April 2004, Boston, United States.
With the focus on innovations in understanding
violence against women from international perspectives, the conference hosted over 130 participants
from 30 countries. This three-day event included talks
by internationally renowned experts on issues of
violence against women, field-initiated paper presentations, and roundtable discussions. The conference
was planned as an interactive, dialogue-based gathering of researchers, practitioners, and advocates. It
helped build global collaborations among groups
working on VAW. Participation at the conference was
an useful experience for Yamini, Programme Officer
for VAW programme, and an opportunity to network
with groups and individuals working on violence
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against women. Funding was provided by the Global
Fund for Women.
As part of the advocacy for the VAW programme,
Yamini presented a paper on the “Interlinkages
between Violence Against Women and Women’s Right
to Adequate Housing (RAH)”. The paper traced the
interlinkages between VAW and violations of women’s
RAH as causes, consequences, threats and obstacles
of each other and identified important concerns that
should be addressed in working on advancing women’s rights. It used the framework developed in the
consultation organised by APWLD in October 2003 on
the “Interlinkages between VAW and women’s RAH”
with the UN Special Rapporteur on Right to Housing
and contextualised this framework within specific
cases and experiences of women from Asia.
b. Participation at Y
oung W
omen Lawyers’ Meeting
Young
Women
ask For
ce at the 2nd Asian
Force
convened by RIW TTask
Indigenous W
omen Conference, network visits in
Women
Manila, 2-12 Mar
ch 2004, Manila and Baguio City
March
City,,
Philippines
Acting as a translator for Thai participants, Sachee
Vilaithong, APWLD’s Liaisons Officer; joined the RIW
Programme activities in Manila on 2 -12 March 2004.
She has assisted the young woman lawyer from
Thailand in her research on anti-terrorism policies in
Thailand and its impact on women’s access and
control over natural resources. From 5-8 March 2004,
she joined the second Asia Indigenous Women’s
Conference hosted by Innabuyog, a regional alliance of
indigenous women’s organisations, the Cordillera
Women’s Education and Resource Centre in the
Cordillera, Philippines and the Tebtebba Foundation.
The conference provided her with exposure on
different issues confronting indigenous women in Asia
and various advocacy venues they have used for their
concerns. She also learned about the structure and
programme of the Asian Indigenous Women’s Network, which was revived after this conference. She
also joined a rally on March 8, the International
Women’s day, to demand the Philippine government to
pay more attention to the well-being of indigenous
women, especially, their right to posses land to earn a
living. From 9-10 March 2004, she visited ISIS
International-Manila, Amihan and Center for Women
Resources to discuss their library systems and
activities which they are planning in collaboration with
APWLD. This staff development opportunity was
funded by Rights and Democracy Centre, Canada.

Output:
Maintenance of relationship
with APWLD National Thai Association.
Indicator: To ensure effective
functioning of APWLD as a network at all
levels for the full implementation of its
programmes.
APWLD Participants:
Virada Somswasdi, Thailand
Wanee B. Thitiprasert, Thailand
Sachee Vilaithong, APWLD Secretariat
Punika Shinawatra, APWLD Secretariat
Valentina Soe, APWLD Secretariat
judy pasimio, APWLD Secretariat
Julie Kon Kam King, APWLD Secretariat
Nalini Singh, APWLD Secretariat
Mary Jane Real, APWLD Secretariat

Eleven members attended the Annual APWLD
National Thai Association Meeting held in November
2004 at the Thai Parliament House in Bangkok. The
Association serves as APWLD’s institutional host in
Thailand. In the meeting, the members were informed
of the changes in the structure of APWLD resulting
from the review and amendment of the Constitution
(2003). The annual narrative and financial reports,
translated into Thai were presented by Punika
Shinawatra, Finance Officer to the members. The
members also discussed the possibility of organising
short media programmes on women and the law to
disseminate information about human rights to the
general public.
Coinciding with the National Thai Association
meeting, a roundtable discussion on ‘Women’s
Participation in Politics and Electoral Processes’ was
organised with the Thai Women Senators Club.
Senators Maleerat Kaewka, Tuanjai Deethet and Dr.
Nirand Pitakwachara and Juree Vichit-Vathakarn of the

Feedback from web browsers
From: “najmee” <najmee@spctnet.com>
To: <apwld@apwld.org>
Sent: Wednesday, August 18, 2004 12:45 AM
Subject: SVAW member
Dear APWLD,

Output:
APWLD website
www.apwld.org
Indicator:
Increase in the number of
websites;
Increase in the number of
from APWLD members on the

hits in the
contributions
website

The webpage has continued to be improved to
serve as the immediate source of information on the
campaigns, activities and statements of APWLD. In
2004, it carried campaign actions and statements from
the members on the International Women’s Day,
March 20 global anti-war day, the April 17 International Peasants’ Day, the October 15 World Rural
Women’s Day, the November 25 International Day for
Elimination of Violence against Women and the
December 18 International Migrant’s Day. Special
sections on APWLD campaigns on Food Sovereignty
and Women Human Rights Defenders were set up on
the website. APWLD statements on particular issues
such as for the May 30 Black Friday in Burma and
Narathiwat massacre in the south of Thailand were
also posted. The website still maintains its regular
sections – publications, Forum News on line, and job
announcements. A secure page – with password given
Dear Mary Jane and Judy,
Thanks for the excellent material that you continue to post on
your website; it’s a great resource for my lectures! From your
calendar, I can see that APWLD is more active than ever. I was
wondering, however, if someone might be available on Monday
November 22 in the early afternoon for a short talk about the
methods APWLD uses for change? We’d be happy to hear more
about APWLD’s network and committee structure as well as the
way in which APWLD works to influence national level government laws and and macro-level policies through representation
on or presentations to bodies such as the UN Economic and
Social Council or conferences like the World Summit for
Sustainable Development.
Wishing you all at APWLD continued success,

With regards,

Nancy Peters

Najmee

Thailand Year Abroad Program
Academic Coordinator
November 11, 2004

Member of SVAW

updated
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We are the members of a local network of Stop Violence Against
women (SVAW) in Chittagong, Bangladesh. We found your
website address and feel that we should keep relationship and
exchange information. We shall obliged if you kindly let us know
about your program activities so that our network can benefit
from it. We look forward to your kind cooperation.

National Institute of Development Administration,
Bangkok presented keynote addresses and provided
the basis of discussions. Forty participants; senators,
members of the NGO sector, media personnel, various
UN agency staff and members of the academia
attended this event. The discussions concluded with
mutual agreement on encouraging more women to
participate in political processes and to increase the
percentage of women seats in the Thai parliament.
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only to the active members of the network – is being
maintained. This contains organisational matters, e.g.
Constitution and By-Laws, financial guidelines, annual
reports, etc.
Using the website to post announcements and
information on the BPFA +10 and Peoples’ Caravan
and other APWLD activities was very useful since
members were able to access relevant information
instantly. This resulted in increased attendance among
APWLD members for crosscutting activities. More
members contributed information to the website, and
requested to post information about their campaigns
and events on APWLD website and to set up weblinks
to their sites. Members and other web browsers have
also used the website to access articles from the
Forum News and order APWLD publications, which
are relevant to their work. Many of the applicants for
the vacant positions in the Secretariat and applicants
for internship obtained their information from the
website. Other individuals and organisations interested
in APWLD’s work or wanting to apply for membership
visited the website. In 2004, there were 36,608 web
visits. Compared to 2003, the APWLD web site has
increased traffic by an average of 2,141 hits per
month. This increase is attributed to a more dynamic
website with frequent updates and information
relevant to website browsers.
Output:
Forum News produced and
circulated periodically
Indicator: Increase in the number of
requests for copies/subscription;
Increase in the number of contributions
from APWLD members

Forum News, newsletter of APWLD, is released
three times a year. It has a circulation of 1,400 and
about 300 more copies are distributed at conferences
and trainings. The publication is mainly distributed to
APWLD network members, funders, subscribers,
requesting individuals, organisations and school
libraries. Recently, the number of pages has been
increased to accommodate more contributions from
APWLD members who shared their reflections on
APWLD activities, their national campaigns on International Women’s Day, the March 20 coordinated action
against US-UK led war in Iraq, People’s Caravan for
Food Sovereignty and Beijing+10 process. There also
have been requests from APWLD members to post
announcements of their national activities in the
Forum News. In 2004, about 20 requests for subscription have been received from grassrrots organisations,
mainly from English speaking India and Bangladesh.
As a tool of information exchange among members,
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the Secretariat has continuously received positive
comments on the improvements made in the Forum
News.

Elections and Democracy from a Feminist
Perspective Roundtable Discussion on the
National Elections in Asia
20 May 2004 / Chiang Mai, Thailand
APWLD Participants:
Tita Lubi, GABRIELA, Philippines
Titi Soentoro, Solidaritas Perempuan,
Indonesia
Virada Somswasdi, FORWARD, Thailand
Wanee B. Thitiprasert, Culture & Peace
Foundation, Thailand
Nurgul Djanaeva, Forum of Women's NGOs of
Kyrgyzstan
APWLD Secretariat

In 2004, several national elections were held in
Asia Pacific, including in India, Philippines and
Indonesia. Two members of the Programme and
Management Committee were heavily involved in their
national elections. Tita Lubi is part of the leadership of
GABRIELA Party List, one of the few women party lists
in the Philippines. This is the first time that GABRIELA
Party ran and won a seat in the Philippine Congress in
the May elections.
Titi Soentoro, as Chairperson of Solidaritas
Perempuan (SP), carried out an education programme
with the grassroots communities in Indonesia in time
for the first direct presidential elections in the country.
SP facilitated the development of women’s agenda and
focused on providing tools of analysis for women to
determine who among the legislative and presidential
candidates, if any, would carry the women’s agenda.
SP used the elections as a platform for educating and
organising grassroots women on basic women’s
human rights issues.
Virada Somswasdi’s organisation FORWARD is
running a programme on women’s participation in
political processes in Thailand, while Wanee B.
Thitiprasert is active in current political issues of
democracy and peace in the country. Nurgul Djanaeva
is an active member of APWLD’s WPPP task Force
with national programmes in Kyrgyzstan.
With the wealth of information and insights from
these women leaders in the Programme and Management Committee, the Secretariat organised a public
roundtable discussion on ‘Election and Democracy,
from a Feminist Perspective’ prior to the Committee
meeting in May 2004. The Committee members were
resource speakers and the discussions focused on the

experiences and insights on women’s participation in
the elections – as political candidates and as voters.
The practice of organising a political activity for the
members of the APWLD when they come together for
organisational meetings was found fruitful and will
continue to be carried out in future.
III. LESSONS LEARNT

AND

PLANS

After the shift into six programme areas and the
development of planning, monitoring and evaluation
tools for APWLD’s programmes and activities, Institutional Development in 2004 focused on implementing
the changes in the structure and reviewing the needs
of the Secretariat. As stated, the following indicators
were met this year: more members of the General
Assembly participated directly in the selection of the
representatives in APWLD’s governance bodies;
APWLD membership list was produced; the audited
financial report was accepted by funders; sufficient
funds were raised for APWLD’s programmes; and
good relationship have been maintained with the
APWLD National Thai Association to allow the network
to continue to operate in Thailand.
In the reflections of the out-going members of the
Programme and Management Committee and other
APWLD members, they noted that the changes in the
structure have improved accountability in the network.
The traditions of transparency and consensus in its
operations continue to make the network stronger and
foster more unity among the members. The Programme and Management Committee also commented that the Secretariat has become stable,
providing reliable and valuable work to the network.
More importantly, both members and the Secretariat
have come together and have shown equal concern
about the network’s political work as well as the
organisational development needs. As APWLD
reasserts its leadership as a women’s human rights
network in Asia Pacific, more members have become
active and new organisations and individuals have
signified interest to join the network.
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STATUS
Budget
Line
A.
A.1

A.2

OF

BUDGET

AS OF

DECEMBER 2004

Title

Programmes
Women's Human Rights (WHR)
A.1.1-A.1.6
A.1.1 Network Support
• Attendance of TF members to General Assembly meeting
A.1.2 Policy Intervention
A.1.3 Training/Workshop
• FLTP South Asian Training - Ford Foundation
• FLTP Orientation for staff and key Task Force members
A.1.4 Human Right Mobilisation
A.1.5 Working Group's Meeting
• Task Force Meeting
A.1.6 Secretariat costs (communication,
local transport, publication
stationery, bank charge, etc.)
A.1.7 Programme Implementation costs - Core Fund
(Salary and related costs)

USD

57,211.00
40,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
26,000.00
25,000.00
1,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
3,000.00

49,765.14
34,771.67
878.83

17,211.00

Budget %used
Available

7,445.86
5,228.33

87%

2,217.53

87%

24,484.75

7,130.72
2,277.38
14,993.47
-

A.1.8 Balance b/f from 2002 -3
• Women Human Right Working Group Meeting
• UNCHR & WHRD meeting
• FLTP Orientation for staff and key Task Force members

16,835.12
10,000.00
3,000.00
3,835.12

13,042.77

3,792.35

77%

Violence Against Women (VAW)
A.2.1-A.2.6
A.2.1 Network Support
• Attendance of TF members to General Assembly meeting
A.2.2 Policy Intervention
• UNCHR 2004 Session Commission Human Rights
A.2.3 Training/Workshop
A.2.4 Human Right Mobilisation
• Annual Consultation with UNSRVAW and Sexuality &
VAW
• VAW & Right to Housing Questionnaire
A.2.5 Task Force Meeting
• Task Force meeting
A.2.6 Secretariat costs (communication,
local transport, publication
A.2.7 Programme Implementation costs
(Salary and related costs)

57,211.00
40,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
4,000.00
4,000.00

47,471.95
31,838.69
1,106.69
1,106.69
3,788.37
3,788.37
18,162.17
18,162.17

9,739.05
8,161.31

83%

1,577.73

91%

A.2.8 Balance b/f from 2003
• VAW & Right to Housing report & postage
• VAW & Right to Housing consultation
A.3

Approved
Budget
2004

Women's Participation in Political Processes (WPPP)
A.3.1- A.3.6
A.3.1 Network Support
A.3.2 Policy Intervention
• Research on Women's strategies in Electoral process
A.3.3 Training/Workshop
• WPPP Gender & Politics Regional Training
(USD 7,309.13 by ICHRDD, Core Fund 12,690.87)

20,000.00
19,500.00
500.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
4,000.00
17,211.00

7,772.12
7,772.12
1,009.33
15,633.27
-

9,156.69
5,250.00
3,906.69

9,165.71
5,138.85
4,026.86

59,061.00
39,571.00
2,500.00
4,071.00

42,097.11
29,936.20
1,570.31
3,134.71
17,907.21

20,000.00

(9.02) 100%

16,963.89
9,634.80

71%
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Budget
Line

A.4

A.5

62

Title

A.3.4 Human Right Mobilisation
A.3.5 Task Force Meeting
• Task Force Meeting
A.3.6 Secretariat costs (communication,
local transportation, publication
stationery, bank charge, etc.)
A.3.7 Programme Implementation costs
(Salary and related costs)
Labour and Migration (L&M)
A.4.1 - A.4.6
A.4.1 Network Support
A.4.2 Policy Intervention
• Research on Legal Standards of Domestic work
• ILO Annual Meeting / UNHCR 60th session
• Annual Consutations with UNSR of Migrants Rights
A.4.3 Training/Workshop
• Regional Training in UN mechanisms
• National Training on UN Mechanisms
• Burmese Legal Literacy Programme
A.4.4 Human Right Mobilisation
A.4.5 Task Force Meeting
• Task Force meeting
A.4.6 Secretariat costs (communication,
local transportation, publication
stationery, bank charge, etc.)
A.4.7 Programme Implementation costs
(Salary and related costs)
Women and Environment (WEN)
A.5.1-A.5.6 (Core Fund 17,744, Hbf 41,891)
A.5.1 Network Support
• General Assembly support
• Asian Conference on Woman's Land Rights
• ILPS Second assembly conference
• UNCHR
A.5.2 Policy Intervention
• World Social Forum
• Framework Papers on Food Soveriegnty Convention
• UNCHR
• FAO Asia Pacific Meeting
• People's Caravan on Food Sov. Campaign
• APRN Conference on Food Sovereignty
• All Nepal Women's Association
A.5.3 Training/Workshop
WEN Resource kit
• editorial meeting
• layout
• launching
A.5.4 Human Right Mobilisation
A.5.5 Task Force Meeting
• Task Force meeting

Approved
Budget
2004
10,000.00
3,000.00

19,490.00
59,490.00
40,000.00
2,500.00
3,000.00
4,000.00
7,000.00
2,000.00
5,000.00
3,500.00
10,000.00
3,000.00
19,490.00
59,635.00
39,500.00
6,500.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
1,500.00
16,000.00
5,000.00
1,500.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
4,500.00
500.00
500.00
5,000.00
1,000.00
500.00
3,500.00
9,000.00

USD

6,141.55
1,182.42
12,160.91
27,156.03
15,627.52
1,981.62
2,359.51
807.37
9,808.29
670.74
11,528.51
50,272.72
30,125.16
8,898.85
1,226.22
5,290.86
2,381.77
8,714.54
4,606.63
1,128.26
750.19
1,998.52
122.04
108.89
1,662.32
1,000.99
661.33
10,249.53

Budget %used
Available

7,329.09

62%

32,333.97
24,372.48

46%

7,961.49

59%

9,362.28
9,374.84

84%

Budget
Line

Title

A.5.6 Secretariat costs (communication,
local transportation, publication
stationery, bank charge, etc.)
A.5.7 Programme Implementation costs
(Salary and related costs)

A.5.8 Balance b/f from 2003 - Hbf
Resource kit on Food sovereignrty
• Translation cost
• Testing of WEN resource kit
• Printing , postage
A.6

Rural and Indigenous Women (RIW)
A.6.1 - A.6.6 (ICHRDD 10,962.12, APWLD 58,456.88)
A.6.1 Network Support
• General Assembly meeting
• ILPS Second Assembly
A.6.2 Policy Intervention
• BPFA+10
• People Caravan on Food Sovereignty
• World Social Forum
A.6.3 Training/Workshop
• Asian Consultation on Women in Fisheries
• RIW Pilot Training module on Globalisation
• Research on Young Women lawyers
Core fund
ICHRDD (additional from approved fund) *
• Asian Indigeneous Women's Conference
ICHRDD
Core fund
A.6.4 Human Right Mobilisation
A.6.5 Task Force Meetings
• Task Force Meeting
A.6.6 Secretariat costs (communication,
local transportation, publication
stationery, bank charge, etc.)
A.6.7 Programme Implementation costs
(Salary and related costs)

A.6.8 Balance b/f from 2003
• Young Women Lawyer's Meeting
• Exchange visit for Impect members
• Attendance of RIW to AIWN Conference
A.7

Cross-cutting Initiatives
A.7.1 - A.7.5
A.7.1 Network Support
Womem Human Rights Defender Campaign
International Women's day (March 8)
Publication : Compilation of WHRD cases
International Human Rights Day
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting
APEC
BPFA+10 NGO Forum
Others

Approved
Budget
2004
3,000.00
20,135.00
7,731.62
-

2,500.00
2,500.00
2,731.62
69,419.00
49,284.00
4,500.00
1,500.00
3,000.00
11,500.00
2,500.00
4,000.00
5,000.00
22,784.00
12,000.00
1,000.00
500.00
500.00
3,652.99
9,284.00
7,309.13
1,974.87
7,500.00
7,500.00
3,000.00

20,135.00

USD

599.92
20,147.56
384.64
-

384.64
61,807.67
41,661.09
5,653.00
2,484.53
3,168.48
6,972.68
2,070.80
4,901.88
20,570.59
10,281.28
1,503.62
1,503.62
8,785.69
7,254.87
1,530.82
7,089.79
7,089.79
1,375.02
20,146.58
-

Budget %used
Available

(12.56)

100%

7,346.98

5%

2,500.00
2,115.36
2,731.62
7,611.33
7,622.91

89%

(11.58)

100%

7,443.34
2,000.00
2,500.00
2,943.34

6,374.49
1,206.04
2,167.73
3,000.72

1,068.85

86%

22,186.00
15,000.00
15,000.00
3,000.00
500.00
1,000.00
500.00
500.00
500.00
1,000.00
7,500.00

18,224.87
11,438.51
10,980.58
2,770.76
82.85
46.12
1,678.49
6,402.36

3,961.13
3,561.49

82%
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Budget
Line

Title

A.7.2 Policy Intervention
A.7.3 Training/Workshop
A.7.4 Human Right Mobilisation
A.7.5 Secretariat costs (communication, ocal transpotation,
publication, stationery, bank charge, etc.)
A.7.6 Programme Implementation costs
(Salary and related costs)
Sub-total A

Balance b/f 2003
B.
B.1
B

B.2
B.3

B.4

Institutional Development
Resource Development and Publications
RESOURCE TOTAL
B.1.1 Website
B.1.2 Acquisition of Materials
B.1.3 Librarian /database Management
B.1.4 Newsletter Forum News
B.1.5 Promotion Materials
Programme Concept Papers
Membership Directory
Brochures
Primers
Others
B.1.6 Special Publications
B.1.7 Secretariat costs (communication, local transportation
publication, stationery, bank charge, etc.)
B.1.8 Implementation costs
(Salary and related costs)
Network consolidation
B.2.1 General Assembly (1 mtg/year)
Governance/Management Meetings
B.3.1 Thai Association (1 mtg/year)
B.3.2 Programme and Management (4 mtgs/year)
B.3.3 Strategic Planning Meeting
Staff Development
B.4.1 General staff development
Sub-total B

Balance b/f 2003

Approved
Budget
2004
-

500.00
457.93
7,186.00
6,786.36
384,213.00 296,795.50

41,166.77
40,362.00
40,362.00
500.00
1,500.00
500.00
7,500.00
500.00
500.00
500.00
500.00
1,500.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
24,862.00
22,000.00
22,000.00
22,000.00
2,000.00
20,000.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
94,362.00

-

C.
C.1

Administration
Salaries and related costs
C.1.1 Regional Coordinator
C.1.2 Programme Officers
C.1.3 Resource Officer
C.1.4 Administrative Officer
C.1.5 Finance Officer

C.2

Short-term Assistance (computer, account,
administrative when required)

5,500.00

C.3

Special Expatriate/relocation

1,700.00
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USD

55,858.00
22,229.00
8,033.00
2,763.00
11,835.00
10,998.00

28,967.61
33,040.29
33,040.29
707.93
1,363.09
19.71
8,132.91
242.79
345.77
547.55
652.75
1,120.28
673.36
1,158.61
18,075.55
23,283.10
23,283.10
16,934.13
2,001.48
14,932.65
7,369.61
7,369.61
80,627.14
51,469.88
19,077.26
6,057.15
1,989.53
12,992.73
11,353.21
4,088.99
2,232.40
-

Budget %used
Available

399.64

94%

87,417.50

12,199.16

77%
70%

7,321.71

82%

(1,283.10)

106%

5,065.87

77%

2,630.39

74%

13,734.86

85%

4,388.12

92%

1,411.01

74%

(532.40)

131%

Budget
Line

Title

Approved
Budget
2004
6,000.00

C.4

Secretariat costs (communication, local
transportation, stationery, etc.)

C.5

Audit/bank fees

C.6

Office rental

C.7

Sundry

1,500.00

C.8

Equipment, technical facilities & office furniture

7,000.00

C.9
C

C.8.1 Replacement and upgrading
• Projector LCD
• Computers for 3 staff
• Furniture
C.8.2 Maintenance and repair
Contingency
Sub-total C

6,000.00
2,000.00
3,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
20,400.00
116,658.00

Total Expenditure 2004

595,233.00

1,700.00
17,000.00

Total balance brought forward - 2003
GRAND TOTAL

Total Project Fund from ICHRDD
*

41,166.77
-

USD

Budget %used
Available

5,938.05
61.95
1,794.73
(94.73)
14,781.97
2,218.03
860.83
639.17
5,941.82
1,058.18
4,709.51
1,290.49
3,716.85
992.66
1,232.31
15,095.93
5,304.07
102,204.61 14,453.39
479,627.24 115,605.76

28,967.61

12,199.16

636,399.77 508,594.84 127,804.93
10,962.11
-

99%

106%
87%
57%
85%

74%
88%
81%
70%
80%

not included in approved budget
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE
FOR THE PERIOD OF DECEMBER 2004
Description

Baht

Fund Balance as per audit report as at 01/01/2004
Receipt:

2004 Grants received in 2003
- Ford Foundation

Balance brought forward from 2003
Grants received in 2004
- Hbf (Euro 35,000)
- Hivos (Euro 65,000)
- Novib
- SIDA (SEK1,500,000)
- Additional project funds received in 2004
- Ford Foundation
- Global fund for Women (USD 1,897)
- IWRAW (USD 706)
- Right & Democracy Centre (CAD 20,000)
- Right & Democracy Centre (CAD 5,000)
- UNIFEM (USD 350)
- 2005 budget received in advance
- Action aid (GBP 10,000)
Total fund available

6,048,720.96

<2>

1,001,439.91

<1>

5,047,281.05

<2>
<2>
<2>
<2>
<3>

1,700,385.50
3,224,400.00
8,341,453.73
8,265,000.00
859,865.43
124.50
74,484.89
29,129.56
593,354.62
148,274.86
14,497.00
750,710.00
750,710.00
29,190,535.62
16,063.36
42,081.51
18,857.79

395.75
1,036.75
464.59

29,267,538.28

721,052.93

13,222,724.34
3,272,655.49
4,148,484.92

325,763.10
80,627.14
102,204.61

[b]
[c]
<6>

20,643,864.75
495,184.12
225,298.95
(709,545.94)
10,937.13

508,594.84
12,199.66
5,550.60
(17,480.81)
269.45

<7>

20,654,801.88

508,864.30

8,612,736.40

212,188.63

8,612,736.40

212,188.63

<4>

<5>

Less : Expenditure
A. Programmes
B. Institutional Development
C. Administration
Programmes and Activities Expenditures
Assets
Account receivables
Account payables
Balance
Total expenditures

[e]

Balance <5> - <7>
Cash balance as at 31 December 2004
[a] Average rate of exchange : USD1 = Baht 40.59
[b] Details of account receivables
[c] Details of account payables
[d] Cash Balance details attached.
[e] Details of expenditure ( see Status of Budget)
<3> Additional project funds received in 2004 after available funds
is fully cover the approved budget for 2004.
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149,019.98
24,672.08
124,347.89
41,891.73
79,438.28
205,505.14
203,621.58
21,184.17
3.07
1,835.06
717.65
14,618.25
3,652.99
357.16
18,494.95
18,494.95
719,155.84

Sales of publications
Sales of others
Interest received
Total receipt

USD [a]

[d]

AVERAGE

RATE OF EXCHANGE FOR
DECEMBER 2004

2004
[a]

Date
-

Description
Cash Balance as per 01/01/2004
Receipt : 2004 Grants received in 2003
- Ford Foundation

-

12/01/2504
28/01/2504
15/03/2504
22/03/2504
21/05/2504
16/06/2504
28/06/2504
07/07/2504
27/07/2504
01/09/2504
02/09/2504
16/09/2504
29/09/2504
30/11/2504
23/12/2504

Jan.-Nov.03
Dec.03
2,813,857.07

Baht
6,048,720.96

USD
144,017.17

1,737,500.00
279,526.44
310,000.00

-

1,001,439.91

24,998.50

5,047,281.05

119,018.67

1,281,985.00
7,422,373.08
299,460.00
78,951.00
9,733,745.27
1,291,846.10
2,002,879.82

-

2,002,879.82

-

286,678.00
593,354.62
74,484.89
8,341,453.73
148,274.86
238,766.50
1,977,900.00
478,665.00
1,246,500.00
8,265,000.00
29,129.56
696,276.00
14,497.00
124.50
750,710.00

7,680.00
15,211.44
1,897.00
211,604.61
3,600.00
6,050.00
48,400.00
12,100.00
30,250.00
201,000.00
706.00
17,080.00
350.00
3.00
19,194.84

29,255,003.60

-

29,190,535.62

719,144.06
40.59

Balance brought forward from 2003
Grants received in 2004
- hbf (Euro 6000)
- Right & Democracy Centre (CAD 20,000)
- Global fund for Women (USD 1897)
- Novib
- Right & Democracy Centre (CAD 5,000)
- hbf (Euro 5000)
- Hivos (Euro 40,000)
- hbf (Euro 10000)
- Hivos (Euro 25000)
- Sida (SEK 1,500,000)
- IWRAW (USD 706)
- HBF (Euro 14,000)
- UNIFEM (USD350)
- Ford
- Action aid for 2005 (GBP 10,000)
Total fund available
Average fund received

LIST OF ACCOUNT RECEIVABLE AND PAYABLE - DECEMBER 2004

[b]

Account Receivable
D.1

AR - Julie
CB/12-01/04

Air ticket for Julie to Manila, Philippines

17,910.00

D.1.2

AR - Mary Jane Real

Air ticket to Manila for APRN meeting, to be
refunded

13,250.00

D.1.7

AR - Judith Pasimio
BCH/12-03/04

Payment for air ticket to APRN Conference on
Food Sovereignty in Dhaka during 24-30/11/04)

D.1.9

AR - APWLD-HBF
BC/12-41/04

Expenses for Asian Regional Consultation on
women in Fisheries

AR - APWLD-HBF
BC/12-48/04

APWLD advanced to APWLD-HBF

2,000.00

Prepaid tax

Withholding tax for interest

1,885.76

D.3

Total Account Receivables

20,355.00
169,898.19

225,298.95
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ACCOUNT PAYABLE AND ACCRUED EXPENSES - 2004
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2004
Ref. PV.No.
BC/12-38/04
BC/12-38/04
BC/12-38/04

Description
Income tax for selling APWLD publication – 2004
(58,144.87 x 2%)
HMD - Auditor fee for audit 2003 Financial Report
Revenue Dept. Withholding tax for Dec 04
- Payroll
- Others
Social security fund for staff - Dec 04

E.1.2
Account
Payable
1,162.90

E.2.1
Accrued
Expenses

[c]
Amount paid
(PV.No.)
Balance
1,162.90

65,000.00

65,000.00

BC/12-38/04
BC/12-38/04
BC/12-38/04

YMCA - accommodation for Nurgul to attend Gender& Politic
workshop in Chiangmai
N Square - printing primer (1000 books)
Postage for Forum News
VAW & Right to Housing report & Postage

1,296.00
1,500.00
1,348.80
1,348.80
1,344.55
1,344.55
1,344.55
1,344.55
682.20
1,725.00
600.00
450.00
150.00
900.00
900.00
1,400.00

34,682.00
9,238.46
1,296.00
1,500.00
1,348.80
1,348.80
1,344.55
1,344.55
1,344.55
1,344.55
682.20
1,725.00
600.00
450.00
150.00
900.00
900.00
1,400.00

19,000.00
47,162.00
132,085.89

45,083.36 280,926.89

19,000.00
47,162.00
132,085.89

- 326,010.25

BC/12-47/03

Printing FLTP Training Manual

137,500.00

137,500.00

BC/12-47/03

Contracts : FLTP
Eleanor Conda - To complete FLTP Training Manual
USD 1,500

BC/12-38/04

BC/12-38/04

Total accrued expenses of the year 2004

Balance accrued expenses of the year 2003
SBR/12-01/04 B.S Ajeetha - Research Project

SBRH/12-02/04 HBF - payment for Asian Regional Consultation on
women in Fisheries
BCR/H/12HBF - advanced for APWLD - HBF
03/04

34,682.00
9,238.46

63,000.00

- 200,500.00

63,000.00

- 200,500.00

11,137.50

11,137.50

169,898.19

169,898.19

2,000.00

2,000.00

Total acc. payable and accrued expense of 2004 228,119.05 481,426.89

68

-

709,545.94

ATTACHMENT (DECEMBER 2004)

[d]

Balance consist of:
Account No.

Account Name

Baht

Saving Deposit A/C No. 390-4-09530-8

APWLD-CHIANGMAI

Saving Deposit A/C No. 390-4-09531-6

APWLD-HBF

Current Deposit A/C No. 390-3-05981-8

APWLD-CHIANGMAI

APWLD : Cash in hand (Baht)
Cash in hand

USD 1,959.75

HBF :

Cash in hand (Baht)
Cash in hand (USD)

7,642,091.53
847,270.19
44,096.02
78,241.09
837.20
200.37

USD 5.00
Total

8,612,736.40

Reconcilation between Budget and Cash
USD
Balance of the budget end of 2004
Interest received
Sales of publications & others
Saving from previous
Additional Project fund for 2004
2005 Fund received in advance in 2004
Less Account receivables / account payables

Cash balance as of 31 Dec 2004

<3>
<4>
<6>

127,804.94
464.59
1,432.50
43,076.93
21,184.17
18,494.95
(269.45)

212,188.63
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ANNEX 1
APWLD STATEMENTS
(The complete text of the following statements can be downloaded from
www.apwld.org)
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Asia Pacific Women Say No to the World Bank Land Policy (Statement for April
17 – International Day of Peasants’ Struggle



WTO, World Bank and Transnationals out of Agriculture!
Via Campesina’s (International Farmers Movement) call for worldwide action
on April 17 - International Day of Peasants’ Struggle



Reclaiming the Voices of Women (Statement for March 8 – International
Women’s Day)



End All Wars for Profit and Power! (Statement on March 20 - Global Day of
Action against the War in Iraq)



Asia-Pacific Women call for justice for sexual violence (Statement at the Consultation with the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women, 25-28
July 2004 in Jakarta , Indonesia)



Statement at the National Consultation on Women Human Rights Defenders,
August 21, 2004, Bangkok, Thailand



Statement of APWLD RIW Task Force on the World Rural Women’s Day, October 15, 2004



Democracy under Thaksin Government gagged and bound (Statement on
October 28, 2004 – response to the Narathiwat massacre in the south of
Thailand)



Statement on the International Day for Elimination of Violence against Women,
November 25, 2004



Statement on the International Migrants’ Day, December 18, 2004

ANNEX 2
APWLD PUBLICATIONS
WOMEN

AND

IN

2004

GLOBALISATION

A paper on how globalisation and its processes impact negatively on the
lives of poor women. APWLD identified globalisation, with increasing
poverty among poorer sectors of the society, as one of the key issues in
the Asia Pacific region. The publication is aimed at stirring debate and
formulating a critique of globalisation from a feminist perspective.
Copies printed: 250
Distribution: APWLD network members, funders, and partners
Available for sale to public

INTERLINKAGES BETWEEN VIOLENCE
RIGHT TO ADEQUATE HOUSING

AGAINST

WOMEN

AND

WOMEN’S HUMAN

A report summarising the outcomes of the Regional Consultation with UN
Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing organised by APWLD with
IWRAW-AP, Housing International Coalition – Housing and Land Rights
Network (HIC-HLRN), Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE) in
October 2003.
Copies printed: 1,100
Distribution: APWLD network members, funders, and partners
Available for sale to public

FEMINIST LEGAL THEORY

AND

PRACTICE TRAINING

A summary report of the training organised by APWLD for South Asian
women-activists in Sri Lanka, May 2004. The training is designed to
enhance the capacity of women’s groups to effectively challenge the
discriminatory laws and practices in their countries by applying international conventions and precedents.
Copies printed: 300
Distribution: APWLD network members, funders, and partners
Available for sale to public

FORUM NEWS
Copies printed: 1,700
Distribution: APWLD network members, funders, subscribers, requesting
individuals/organisations. Available on the website

ALL

PUBLICATIONS ARE ADVERTISED ON THE WEBSITE.

APWLD ANNUAL REPORT 2004

Regular newsletter of the network, produced three times a year
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ANNEX 3
MEDIA COVERAGE OF APWLD PRESS
RELEASES AND STATEMENTS
Mar
ch 9, 2004
March

July 3, 2004

Philippine Daily Inquirer/ International
Women’s Day

Bangkok Post/ Rights fight for women gets
no easier

Women advocates from 12 Asian countries, participants of the Asian Indigenous
Women’s Conference in Philippines, joined
the International Women’s Day rally.

Press Conference at the AP NGO Forum on
Beijing+10

Mar
ch 21, 2004
March
The Nation (Thai newspaper)/ Iraq war
anniversary marked by protest
A peace rally outside the US Embassy in
Bangkok on March 20 – anniversary of the
invasion of Iraq

July 31, 2004
The Jakarta Post/ UN Rapporteur hails
Indonesian Bill on domestic violence
Press Conference at the National Consultation with the UNSR-VAW and Indonesian
women’s rights activists on 30-31 July,
2004
November 6, 2004

Mar
ch 22, 2004
March
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Chiangmai News/ End the war

Chiangmai Mail/ Local activists show
disapproval of govt action in deep South

A peace rally against the war in Iraq in
front the US Consulate in Chiangmai March
20 – anniversary of the invasion of Iraq

Friday rallies in Chiangmai in response to
Narathiwat massacre in the south of Thailand

Mar
ch 27, 2004
March

November 20, 2004

Chiangmai Mail / Anti-war demonstrators
stage peaceful ride for peace

Chiangmai Mail/ Peace Hour promised at
Thapae Gate

A ride on bikes through Chiangmai on
March 20 calling for an end to US-UK
occupation of Iraq

Friday rallies in Chiangmai in response to
Narathiwat massacre in the south of Thailand

Mumbai, India

16-17 January

Chiangmai,
Thailand
Chiangmai, Thailand
Chiangmai, Thailand

Chiangmai, Thailand

Chiangmai, Thailand

Chiangmai, Thailand

Bangkok, Thailand

3 February

5-6 February

7 February

8-10 February

12-14 February
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February

4 February
5 February

Chiangmai, Thailand

12, 26 January

26 January

Mumbai, India

Place

14-15 January

Date

Uploading of Forum News and other information on the
website.
These are regular meetings.

Website Update

Editorial meeting of WEN Working
Group on Food Sovereignty Resource
kit
APWW Steering Committee Meeting and
BPFA+10 meeting
Filing of Annual Income Tax

New Regional Council Meeting and New
Programme and Management Meeting

Special General Assembly Meeting

Steering Committee meeting
Current Regional Council Meeting

Programme and Management Meeting

This is an APWW steering committee meeting for
BPFA+10 activities.

A special General Assembly meeting to select new
Regional Council.
The new Regional Council meets to select the New
Programme and Management Committee, new
programme and Management Committee meets to
approve Workplan and budget for 2004.
This is an activity to produce the Food Sovereignty kit of
the WEN programme.

Last meeting of the current Programme and Management
Committee.
Last meeting of the current Steering Committee.
Last meeting of the current Regional Council.

This is a regular publication.
This is a regular report.

Staff and Programme & Resource
Meetings

A networking meeting with a funder.

CIDA Meeting

Members of WEN and RIW TFs participate for the Food
Sovereignty campaign.

This is regular meeting.

Summary

Publication: Forum News
Report: Annual Report 2003

Women Human Rights Working Group
Meeting
World Social Forum (WSF)

Title

APWLD CALENDAR OF PROGRAMMES / ACTIVITIES 2004

Punika

Jane, Yamini

Amarsanaa, Azra, Judy T
and Ravadee

Secretariat

Secretariat

Secretariat
Secretariat

Secretariat

Secretariat

Judy

Judy
Secretariat

Amarsanaa, Judy, RIW,
WEN TF members,
network members
Jane

Yamini, Jane

Responsibility

Staff and Programme & Resource
Meetings

Chiangmai, Thailand

Baguio, Philippines

Baguio, Philippines

Baguio, Philippines

9,23 February

2-3 March

4-8 March

9-15 March

Nepal

Penang, Malaysia

Chiangmai, Thailand

8-10 March

18-19 March
20 March

8,22 March

8 March

Publication: Flyer on BPFA+10
Report: FLTP-Sida Report

February
February

Filing of APWLD Year End Tax
Staff and Programme & Resource
Meetings

Fifth Conference of the All Nepal
Women’s Association
People’s Caravan
World Day Against War

Exchange visit of IMPECT to Cordillera
Women’s Education Center, Philippines
International Women’s Day

Asian Indigenous Women’s Network
Conference

Young Women Lawyers Meeting

VAW & Right to Housing Questionnaire

February

Title

Publication: Programme Concept Papers

Place

February

Date

These are regular meetings.

Planning meeting for Peoples Caravan.
APWLD issues statement and joins other groups for
concerted actions.

This is a networking visit to Nepal.

This is a working meeting of young women lawyers and
RIW TF members on the case studies of militarisation and
women’s access to resources.
This is the second conference of Asian Indigenous
Women’s Network to be organised by the AIWN RIW TF is
one of the co-organisers.
This is an exchange visit of IMPECT members organised
under RIW programme.
APWLD joins women’s groups actions.

These are regular meetings.

A collation of the programme concept papers with
indicators.
This will be finalised after discussions with Task Force
members.
This is a flyer on the Asia Pacific NGO Forum for BPFA+10.
This is the proceedings of the FLTP workshop with Sida
Partners.

Summary

Amarsanaa
Secretariat, APWLD
members
Punika
Secretariat

Amarsanaa, RIW TF
members
Secretariat, APWLD
members
Judy

Amarsanaa, RIW TF
members

Amarsanaa, RIW TF
members

Secretariat

Yamini, Judy
Yamini

Yamini

Judy

Responsibility

th

Staff and Programme & Resource
Meetings
Regional Training on Human Rights of
Migrants
Regional Training on UN mechanisms
and study workshop

Manila, Philippines

19-23 April

Publication: Membership Directory
FLTP South Asian Training

Sri Lanka

Dili, East Timor

May

14-18 May

19-20 May
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Revision of Administrative Guidelines

May

Gender Budgeting Training

Labour Day

1 May

April

Report: Audited Financial

Chiangmai, Thailand

12,26 April

Website Update

April

Publication: Forum News

Women Human Rights Defenders,
National Consultation

International Day of Peasants, Struggles

National Training on UN Mechanisms

60 Session of the UN Commission on
Human Rights

Title

April

Thailand

Geneva

Place

April

17 April

First week April

Date

This is a sub-regional FLTP training; also to field test in
Asia the FLTP manual.
This is a training on gender budgeting with WPPP TF
member as resource person.

This is a revision of personnel guidelines as approved by
SC and P&M committees.
This is a publication of the consolidated APWLD
membership list as approved by the General Assembly.

APWLD will issue statement on recognition of domestic
work campaign.

This is a training requesting by APWLD members to
access UN mechanisms for migrant women workers
concerns.

This is a regional training on the migrants’ human rights.

These are regular meetings.

Submission of Audited Financial Report to funders.

Uploading of Forum News and other information on the
website.

This is a regular publication.

This is a national consultation decided in the last Human
Rights Defenders meeting among Thai groups.

Advocacy for VAW & Right to Housing, Women Human
Rights Defenders, Food Sovereignty, and women migrant
domestic workers at the 60 the session of the UN
Commission on Human Rights.
This is a training for L&M TF members on accessing UN
mechanisms for women migrant workers concerns.
Coordinated campaign on Food Sovereignty.

Summary

Yamini, WHR WG
members
WPPP TF members

Sachee, Judy

Sachee

Judy, L&M TF members

Programme officer, L&M
TF members

Judy, Jane

Secretariat

Punika

Judy

Judy

L&M Programme Officer,
L&M TF members
Amarsanaa, Judy and
RIW, WEN TF members
Judy, Yamini

Jane, Yamini, Tati

Responsibility

Beijing, China

Chiangmai, Thailand

17-21 May

10,24 May

Philippines

Philippines

25-26 June

24 June – 4
July

Chiangmai

Asian Conference on Women’s Land
Rights

WEN Task Force Meeting

Staff and Programme & Resource
Meetings
L&M Task Force Meeting

Chiangmai, Thailand

14,28 June

June
June

Report Publication: VAW & Right to
Housing Consultation Report
Report: Mid Year Report
Publication: FLTP Manual

Staff and Programme & Resource
Meetings
ILO meeting

Research on Legal Standards for
Domestic Work
Programme and Management
Committee Meeting
UNFAO Asia Pacific Meeting

Title

June

Geneva

Chiangmai, Thailand

Place

20-21 May

May

Date

This is an activity which is another venue to advocate for
Food Sovereignty.

This is annual task force meeting.

This is an annual task force meeting.

These are regular meetings.

This is a report based on the proceedings of the VAW &
Right to Housing Consultation.
This is a regular report.
This is the manual finalised after testing in Asia and
Pacific.

This is an advocacy venue for the recognition of domestic
work campaign.

These are regular meetings.

This is an advocacy venue for Food Sovereignty campaign.

This is a legal analysis of minimum human rights
standards for domestic work.
This is a regular meeting.

Summary

L&M Programme Officer
and TF members
Judy, Jane and WEN TF
members
Judy, WEN and RIW TF
members

Secretariat

Secretariat
Yamini, Eleanor Conda,
Resource Officer

Yamini, Judy

L&M TF members and/or
Programme Officer

Amarsanaa, RIW and WEN
TF members
Secretariat

Ning Alcuitas and Geni
Achnas
Secretariat

Responsibility

Naknornpratom,
Thailand
Karnjanaburi, Thailand
Bangkok

Prachuabkirikan,Thailan
d

30 June-3 July

22-23 July

Consultation with UNSRVAW and study
workshop on VAW and Sexuality
VAW Task Force Meeting

Indonesia

Indonesia

Chiangmai, Thailand

25-28 July

30-31 July

12, 26 July

North Sumatra,
Indonesia
North Sumatra,
Indonesia
Philippines

11-14 August
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17-21 August

15-16 August

RIW Training Module on Globalisation

Indonesia

9 August

Women’s International Solidarity Affair
(WISAP)

Asian Consultation on Women in
Fisheries
RIW Task Force Meeting

Discussion paper on Globalisation
L&M Convener’s Meeting

End of July
2 August

July

National testing of the WEN Resource kit

July- August

Staff and Programme & Resource
Meetings
Annual Consultations with UNSR of
Human Right of Migrants

Publication: Programme Concept Papers

Programme and Management Meeting

Annual Staff Planning and Assessment
WPPP Conveners Meeting

Asia Pacific NGO Forum on BPFA+10

Title

End of July

5-8 July
20 July

Place

Date

This is solidarity event organised by GABRIELA.

This is APWLD initiated activity to support organizing of
women fisherfolk.
This is an annual Task Force Meeting.

This is a testing of the module of globalisation for
grassroots women.

This is a consultation with the UN Special Rapporteur on
Human Rights of Migrants on domestic migrant women
workers concerns.
A discussion paper prepared by APWLD staff
This is a conveners meeting.

These are regular meetings.

This is the annual consultation with the UN Special
Rapporteur on VAW and Sexuality.
This is an annual task force meeting.

This is a pilot training of the WEN resource kit on Food
Sovereignty.

A collation of the programme concept papers with
indicators.

This is a regular meeting.

This is a regular staff activity.
This is an annual conveners meeting.

This is the Regional NGO forum on the review of BPFA.

Summary

Judy
L&M Programme Officer
& TF members
Judy T., Solidaritas
Perempuan, Judy, Jane &
Valentina
RIW TF members, Judy &
Valentina
RIW TF members, Judy,
Jane & Valentina
Secretariat/ APWLD
members

L&M Programme Officer
and L&M TF members

Network members, Judy,
Valentina & WEN TF
members
Yamini, Tomoko & VAW
TF members
Yamini, Jane, Tomoko &
VAW TF members
Secretariat

Cholpon, Tomoko

Secretariat and APWLD
members
Secretariat
WPPP Programme Officer
and TF members.
Secretariat

Responsibility

Report Publication: VAW & Right to
Housing Consultation Report
Publication: APWLD membership primer
People’s Caravan on Food Sovereignty

NGO Forum on National HR Mechanisms
Sexuality & Human Rights in Muslim
Societies

Chiangmai & Nepal

Thailand

Bangkok, Thailand

Seoul, Korea

Jakarta, Indonesia

August

Mid August

1-30 September

September

6-9 September

12-15
September
23-26
September

Staff and Programme & Resource
Meetings

Chiangmai, Thailand

Davao,
Philippines
Chiangmai

7,21 September

2-3 October

20 October

Website Update

September

Women Human Rights Working Group
Meeting
Programme and Management
Committee Meeting

Publication: Forum News

September

Inter Government BPFA + 10 meeting

Burmese Legal Literacy Training

Publication: APWLD Brochure

New York

19-21 August

Staff and Programme & Resource
Meetings
WHRD- ICC Meeting

Title

August

Chiangmai, Thailand

Place

10,24 August

Date

This is a regular meeting.

This is a regular WG meeting.

These are regular meetings.

Uploading of Forum News and other information in
APWLD’s website.

This is a regular publication.

This is a regional campaign on Food Sovereignty in 11
countries in Asia organised by PAN AP, APWLD and other
partners.
This is a legal literacy training for women migrant workers
from Burma in Thailand.
This is the UNESCAP high level inter ministerial meeting
on BPFA+10.
Participation at this NGO Forum to present RIW research
on laws on terrorism and its impact on women.
This is a networking meeting at which APWLD has been
invited.

This is revision of the APWLD brochure to reflect changes
in structure and membership.
This is a report based on the proceedings of the VAW &
Right to Housing Consultation.
This is an information booklet for APWLD members.

This meeting is to discuss the international WHRD
campaigns.

These are regular meetings.

Summary

Yamini, Jane, Tomoko &
WHR WG members
Secretariat

Secretariat

Cholpon

Cholpon, Tomoko

Jane

Yamini, Tomoko &
APWLD members
Judy

L&M TF members

WEN, RIW TF members,
Judy & Valentina

Cholpon, Tomoko, Sachee

Yamini, Cholpon, Tomoko

Cholpon, Tomoko

Jane

Secretariat

Responsibility

Chiangmai, Thailand

Bangladesh

Netherlands

October

1-4 November

10-13 November
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Chiangmai, Thailand

9,23 November

These are regular meetings.

This will be the publication from the annual consultation
with the UNSRVAW on VAW and Sexuality.

Publication: VAW & Sexuality Report
Staff and Programme & Resource
Meetings

VAW Programme joins other groups for actions.
This is a regular meeting.

International Day against VAW
Thai Association Meeting

Thailand

25 November
November

This is a compilation of Women Human Rights Defender
cases in Asia Pacific.

Publication: Compilation of Women
Human Rights Defenders cases

This is an advocacy venue for the Food Sovereignty
campaign.
This is second assembly of this anti-imperialist formation
in which some RIW & WEN TF are members.
APWLD joins other groups for action.

This is to orient secretariat staff and key task force
members on FLTP.

These are regular meetings.

Research on the collation and compilation of effective
strategies of women in politics in the region.

This is an annual task force meeting.

This is an annual task force meeting.

This is the proceedings of the conference among women
fisherfolk.

Summary

November

ASEAN Ministerial Meeting

ILPS Second Assembly

APRN Conference on Food Sovereignty

Staff and Programme & Resource
Meetings
FLTP Orientation for Staff and Key Task
Force Members

Chiangmai, Thailand

WPPP Researchers Meeting

5,19 October

Chiangmai

18-19 October

WPPP Task Force Meeting

APEC Meeting

Chiangmai

16-17 October

L& M Task Force meeting

Publication: Proceedings of Women in
Fishing Community Conference

Title

October

Chiangmai

Place

11- 12 October

Date

Secretariat

Yamini, Cholpon

Yamini, all TF members
Sachee, Virada, Board of
Thai Association

Cholpon, Tomoko, Yamini,
Judy & APWLD members

Judy, Valentina, WEN and
RIW TF members
Judy, WEN and RIW TF
members
Secretariat and APWLD
members

Yamini, APWLD members

Julie, Valentina, Jane and
L&M TF members
Julie, Jane and WPPP TF
members
Julie, WPPP TF members
& Valentina
Secretariat and APWLD
members
Secretariat

Judy, Cholpon, Tomoko
RIW TF members

Responsibility

This is a regular meeting.
This is a regular meeting.

Regional Council Meeting
Programme and Management Meeting

8-9 February
2005
7 February

Chiangmai, Thailand

WPPP Gender & Politics Regional
Training

This is a regional training for women leaders on
developing and advocating for women’s agenda in politics.

This is a regular publication.

Publication: Forum News

6-10 December

Website Update

APWLD issues statement on recognition of domestic
work.
Upload of Forum News and other information on APWLD’s
website.

This is a regular report.

Report: Annual Report

18 December

International Migrants Day

International Human Rights Day

10 December

December

This is a regular staff activity.
This is a documentation of women’s strategies to be
elected in national/local bodies.
This is a research by young lawyers and RIW TF members
on militarisation and its impact on women’s to access
resources.
APWLD joins other groups for actions.

Annual Staff Assessment and Planning
Research on Women’s Strategies in
Electoral Process
Research by Young Women Lawyers on
militarism and access to resources

The kit will be launched during the Peoples’ Caravan on
Food Sovereignty.

This is a resource kit on Food Sovereignty for grassroots
women’s groups under the WEN programme.

Summary

17-19 December
December

Launching of Food Sovereignty
Resource Kit

Bangladesh

November

Title

Publication: Resource Kit on Food
Sovereignty

Place

November

Date

Secretariat, APWLD
members
Secretariat

Programme officer, WPPP
TF members

Cholpon, Tomoko

Julie, L&M TF members,
Resource Officer
Cholpon

Secretariat

Secretariat, APWLD
members

Secretariat
Programme officer, WPPP
TF members
Judy, Valentina & RIW TF
members

Judy, Valentina, RIW and
WEN TF members

Cholpon, Tomoko

Responsibility

FAO- Second Roundtable on Regional
Alliance Against Hunger
Forum on Agrarian Reform

New Delhi, India

Bangkok

Spain

15-22
September
18-19 October

5-8 December
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The Regional Institute on Sexuality

Penang, Malaysia

3-5

WEDO Asia Regional Meeting

Food Sovereignty resource kit

Penang, Malaysia

2 June

Planning meeting for the VAW
consultation
Innovation in Understanding Violence
Against Women- International Research
and Action Conference
Moving Forward on Gender Issues
Meeting

Title

Mae Sot
Thailand

Kuala Lumpur
Malaysia
Boston, USA

Place

1 June

25-28 April

15 March

Date

Summary

Meeting called by various civil society organisations
(CSOs) on the border of Thailand and Burma to discuss
issues on Gender Based Violence.
This was a meeting called to discuss the editorial of Food
Sovereignty resource kit.
This meeting was organised to discuss WEDO initiatives
and related issues.
This is a staff development activity for the Programme
Officer
This is the second roundtable discussion organised by
FAO to discuss food sovereignty issues
Three day conference with plenaries and workshops, on
assessing the agrarian reform programmes and land
programmes within the context of food sovereignty.

This preparatory meeting for the VAW consultations to be
held in April.
This is a staff development activity for the Programme
Officer.

Additional Activities

Judy

Judy

Yamini

Judy

Judy

Yamini

Yamini

Yamini

Responsibility

ANNEX 5
APWLD MEMBERS

AS OF

2004

REGIONAL COUNCIL
Australia
Bangladesh
Fiji
Fiji
India
India
Indonesia
Indonesia
Japan
Korea
Kyrgyzstan
Kyrgyzstan
Malaysia
Malaysia
Mongolia
Pakistan
Pakistan
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Alison Aggarwal
Sultana Kamal
Virisila Buadromo
Gina Houng Lee
Madhu Mehra
Fatima Burnad
Tati Krisnawaty
Titi Soentoro
Mikiko Otani
Young Sook Cho
Nurgul Djanaeva
Olga Djanaeva
Ivy Josiah
Zainah Anwar
Zanaa Jurmed
Hina Jilani
Azra Talat Sayeed

Eleanor Conda
Elisa Tita Lubi
Virada Somswasdi
Wanee BangpraphaThitiprasert

Philippines
Philippines
Thailand
Thailand

PROGRAMME

AND

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Bangladesh
Indonesia
Kyrgyzstan
Philippines
Thailand
Thailand

Sultana Kamal
Titi Soentoro
Nurgul Djanaeva
Elisa Tita Lubi
Virada Somswasdi
Wanee BangpraphaThitiprasert

RIW- RURAL
FORCE

AND

INDIGENOUS WOMEN'S TASK

Kyrgyzstan
Convenor
Olga Djanaeva
Indonesia
Co-Convenor Fifi Rayanyaan
Lilly Luisa
India
Sita Poudel
Nepal
Anchalee Phokling Thailand
Susmita Chakma
Bangladesh
Rita Baua
Philippines
Philippines
Ex-Officio, Judy Pasimio
APWLD

WEN- WOMEN

AND

ENVIRONMENT TASK FORCE

Azra Talat Sayeed Pakistan
Convenor
Thailand
Co-Convenor Ravadee
Prasertcharoensuk
Taslima Islam
Bangladesh
Dwi Astuti
Indonesia
Choony Kim
Korea
Jayakumar
India
Ushakumari
Leba Ciriyawa
Fiji
Halofaki Mataitini
Virada Somswasdi Thailand
Teresita Oliveros Philippines
Vistro
Chhoouen Thavy
Cambodia
Philippines
Ex-Officio, Judy Pasimio
APWLD

VAW- VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN TASK FORCE
Convenor
Manisha Gupte
Co-convenor Shyamala Gomez
Ferdousi Akhter
Desti Murdijana
Yevgeniya
kozyreva
Ivy Josiah
Enkhjargal
Davaasuren
Young Sook Cho
Suteera Thomson
Vichitranonda
Merilyn Rose
Tahigogona
Ex-Officio, Yamini
APWLD

India
Sri Lanka
Bangladesh
Indonesia
Kazakhstan
Malaysia
Mongolia
Korea
Thailand
Vanuatu
India

WHR- WOMEN'S HUMAN RIGHTS WORKING GROUP
Kamalini
Sri Lanka
Wijayatilake (passed away)
Eleanor Conda
Philippines
Imrana Jalal
Fiji
Madhu Mehra
India
Kamala
Indonesia
Chandrakirana
Heisoo Shin
Korea
Hina Jilani
Pakistan
Zainah Anwar
Malaysia
Hina Jilani
Pakistan
Zainah Anwar
Malaysia
India
Ex-Officio, Yamini
APWLD

L&M- LABOUR

AND

MIGRATION TASK FORCE

Convenor
Tati Krisnawaty
Co-Convenor Aegile Fernandez
Shayne Sorby
Connie Regalado
Chiho Ogaya
Jong-Yoon Choi
Zanaa Jermed
Maita Santiago
Pranom Somwong
Sultana Kamal
Ex-Officio, Julie Kon
Kam King
APWLD

Indonesia
Malaysia
Fiji
Hong Kong
Japan
Korea
Mongolia
Philippines
Thailand
Bangladesh
Canada

WPPPP- WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION
PROCESSES TASK FORCE

IN

POLITICAL

APWLD ANNUAL REPORT 2004

Pakistan
Convenor
Dr. Tahira Khan
Co-convenor Dr. Rashila Ramli Malaysia
Nilufar (Neela)
Bangladesh
Matin
Nanda Pok
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