
B R I E F E R :  B E I J I N G  D E C L A R A T I O N

A N D  P L A T F O R M  F O R  A C T I O N

( B P F A )  A N D  T H E  B E I J I N G  + 2 5

R E V I E W  P R O C E S S

T h e  B e i j i n g  D e c l a r a t i o n  a n d  P l a t f o r m  f o r  A c t i o n  ( B P f A )  w a s  a d o p t e d  b y  c o n s e n s u s  o n  1 5  S e p t e m b e r
1 9 9 5  b y  1 8 9  c o u n t r i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  F o u r t h  W o r l d  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  W o m e n ,  h e l d  i n  B e i j i n g ,  C h i n a .  T h e
B P f A  i s  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  a g r e e d  d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t  b o t h  r e a f f i r m s  a s  w e l l  a s  b u i l d s  o n  C E D A W .
C o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a  m a j o r  m i l e s t o n e  o f  t h e  g l o b a l  w o m e n ' s  m o v e m e n t ,  i t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  ‘ b l u e p r i n t ’
f o r  w o m e n ’ s  r i g h t s  t h a t  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e  o f  i n e q u a l i t y  a s  t h e  d e t e r r e n t  t o  a c h i e v i n g
h u m a n  r i g h t s  a n d  w o m e n ’ s  r i g h t s ,  g e n d e r  e q u a l i t y ,  p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y ,  a n d  f r e e d o m  f r o m  p o v e r t y .

       T h e  B P f A  c o v e r s  1 2  k e y  c r i t i c a l  a r e a s  o f  c o n c e r n  :  ( 1 )  w o m e n  a n d  p o v e r t y ;  ( 2 )  e d u c a t i o n  a n d
t r a i n i n g  o f  w o m e n ;  ( 3 )  w o m e n  a n d  h e a l t h ;  ( 4 )  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  w o m e n ;  ( 5 )  w o m e n  a n d  a r m e d
c o n f l i c t ;  ( 6 )  w o m e n  a n d  t h e  e c o n o m y ;  ( 7 )  w o m e n  i n  p o w e r  a n d  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ;  ( 8 )  m e c h a n i s m s  f o r
t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  w o m e n ;  ( 9 )  h u m a n  r i g h t s  o f  w o m e n ;  ( 1 0 )  w o m e n  a n d  t h e  m e d i a ;  ( 1 1 )  w o m e n  a n d
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ;  a n d  ( 1 2 )  t h e  g i r l  c h i l d .  T h e s e  i s s u e s  a r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  o f  h i g h  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  n e e d
p r o p e r  a t t e n t i o n  f o r  g e n d e r  e q u a l i t y  a n d  w o m e n ’ s  h u m a n  r i g h t s  t o  b e  a c h i e v e d  i n  c u l t u r a l ,
e c o n o m i c ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  a n d  s o c i a l  d i m e n s i o n s .  F o r  e a c h  c r i t i c a l  a r e a  o f  c o n c e r n ,  a
r o a d m a p  w a s  c r e a t e d  b y  s e t t i n g  s t r a t e g i c  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  c o n c r e t e  a c t i o n s  f o r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  t o
i m p r o v e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  w o m e n .

       A l t h o u g h  i t s  c o m m i t m e n t s  a r e  n o t  b i n d i n g ,  t h e  B P f A  u p h o l d s  w o m e n ' s  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a n d  c a l l s
f o r  s t r o n g  c o m m i t m e n t s  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  f u l l y  a c h i e v e  a n d
i m p l e m e n t  t h e  r o a d m a p  s e t  b y  t h e  B P f A .  A m o n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o u t l i n e d  i n  B P f A  a r e  m o b i l i s i n g  o f
r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  w o m e n ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a d v a n c i n g  w o m e n ' s
r i g h t s ,  p r o v i d i n g  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  e q u a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  w o m e n  i n  a l l  p o l i c y - m a k i n g  b o d i e s
a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  m e c h a n i s m s  f o r  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  w o r l d ' s  w o m e n .
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P h o t o  C r e d i t :  J o  F r e e m a nD e m o n s t r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  1 9 9 5  B e i j i n g  C o n f e r e n c e



B P f A  + 2 5  R e v i e w  P r o c e s s

The accountability framework for the BPfA requires member states to undertake a review every 5 years of their
implementation at  regional and global level. At the global level, the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) is leading
the review of progress made on the implementation of the BPfA. In its 64th session, which is set to be held in March 2020,
representatives of member States, civil society organisations, and other stakeholders will gather in New York to conclude
the review process of the BPfA implementation, 25 years after its inception.

        At the regional level, Regional Commissions in cooperation with UN Women regional offices are leading the
coordination of national review processes on the Beijing +25 review as informed by the national reports. In the Asia and
the Pacific Region, the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), through its Committee on
Social Development, is  also drafting an outcome document for the Asia-Pacific Regional Review of the 25th Anniversary of
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action: Beijing+25 Review as a contribution to the global review process of the
Beijing +25.

       Ahead of both the regional and global process, member States of the United Nations are encouraged to work with the
civil society organisations and other stakeholders to come up with comprehensive national-level reviews on the
implementation of the BPfA. These national-level reports are also expected to reflect on the challenges encountered in the
implementation of the BPfA and to integrate the broader discussion around the 5-year mark for the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, the 20th anniversary for the United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1325 on
Women, Peace and Security, as well as the 75th anniversary of the United Nations. Civil society is also encouraged to
submit shadow reports to UN Women to inform the regional review processes.

A s i a  P a c i f i c  C i v i l  s o c i e t y  e n g a g e m e n t  i n  t h e  B e i j i n g  + 2 5  r e v i e w

ESCAP and UN Women are replicating the Beijing + 20 process in the Asia Pacific Region by establishing a Beijing +25 Civil
Society Regional Steering Committee made up of ten organisations. The Committee’s main objective is to guide CSO
participation and contributions in the Beijing +25 review process in the Asia Pacific region as well as connecting the
process with the global review to take place at the 64th Commission on the Status of Women (CSW64) in New York in
March 2020.

      The official Asia-Pacific Regional Review of the 25th Anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action will
take place on 25-28 November 2019. The Steering Committee will organise a Civil Society Forum immediately prior to the
intergovernmental meeting and facilitate calls for participation and inputs from all sub-regions of Asia Pacific as well as
specific constituencies.

A P W L D  P r i o r i t i e s

APWLD sees the BPfA as a key tool for accountability on women’s rights issues. The 25-year review needs to be a space
where both achievements and failures are frankly and openly discussed. Systemic barriers to achieving substantive
equality must be acknowledged and addressed.

      The global BPfA review coincides with the review of the CSW methods of work and proposals of future themes of CSW.
Therefore, it is important for civil society participating in the regional processes to already come forward with
recommendations for both of these for States to hear and take forward.
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B e i j i n g + 2 0  r e v i e w  m e e t i n g  w i t h  f e m i n i s t s


