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Il. Introduction

Brief description of the Asia Pacific
CSO Forum

1.

In 1995, at the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, China,
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (BPfA) was adopted by
189 Nations. The BPfA is considered as one of the major
accomplishments by the global women’s movement as it incorporates
women’s rights and equality on government agendas.

Preceding the Asia and Pacific Conference on Gender Equality and
Women's Empowerment: Beijing+20 Review, which took place on 17-
20 November 2014 in Bangkok, Thailand, a formation of feminist and
women’s rights networks, constituencies, and allies from the region
gathered for the Asia and Pacific Civil Society Organizations Forum on
Beijing +20 (CSO Forum). More than 450 women activists, feminists,
and other CSO representatives from the region came together to call
for accountability of governments and to influence the Beijing +20
review processes. The CSO Forum provided an opportunity for CSOs
from the Asia and the Pacific region to consolidate their key demands
and to strategize on how to best make the governments accountable
for the implementation of the BPfA as well as putting forward new
commitments on gender equality and women’s rights.

A CSO Steering Committee of 18 organizations! was formed in
February 2014 in Jakarta, Indonesia. This Committee encompassed
constituency-based groups of, among others, indigenous, migrant,
LBTI women and Women With Disabilities (WWD).

APWLD and DAWN served as co-secretariats of the CSO steering

Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP); Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development

(APWLD); Asian-Pacific Resource and Research Centre for Women (ARROW); Asia Pacific Women with
Disability (APWWD) United; Asia Pacific Women Watch (APWW); Development Alternatives with Women for a
New Era (DAWN); Diverse Voices and Action for Equality (DIVA); FemLINKPACIFIC; Fiji Women'’s Rights
Movement; Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women (GAATW); Isis International; International Women'’s
Rights Action Watch (IWRAW) Asia Pacific; Pacific Youth Council; Women’s Alliance for Communities in
Transition - South Asia (WACT-SA); Women'’s Global Network for Reproductive Rights (WGNRR); Women
Organizing for Change in Agriculture & Natural Resource Management (WOCAN); Foundation for Women
Thailand: Sustainable Development Foundation



committee. Regional networks, sub-regional representatives and
organizations with specific expertise on women’s human rights,
including Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) groups
also took part in the committee.

The aim of the creation of the CSO Steering Committee was to assure
that the Asian-Pacific civil society has an influential role in reviewing
the progress of the Beijing Platform for Action (BPfA) and to demand
accountable, legitimate and binding processes that can finally deliver
the promises governments made in 1995.

The objectives of the CSO Steering Committee are to:

o. Collect, facilitate and lead input of women'’s rights civil society
organizations into the reviewing process;

B. Ensure and facilitate thematic inputs where there

was convergence;

Conceptualize and plan the Civil Society Forum in November 2014;

Ensure participation of diverse constituencies from the region;

Develop the CSO agenda and content;

Carry out post-meeting follow up actions;

R e M R

Develop communication mechanisms with the broader

civil society;

1. Liaise with UN Women and ESCAP to influence the format and the
content of the meeting and ensure a space for civil society to
influence on the outcomes of the meeting; and

1. Develop processes for the engagement of civil society to ensure

that regional priorities are reflected in the global processes and in

post-2015 positions.

To reach these goals the CSO Steering Committee had organized
various working groups:

a. the programme working group;
b. the selection working group;

c. the media working group;

d. the advocacy working group;

e. the drafting working group; and,
f. logistics working group.

The responsibilities of the Programme Working Group included the
design of the programme of the CSO Forum, the draft of the selection
criteria for the workshops and events as well as leading the selection



10.

11.

12.

13.

process, the documentation of workshop recommendations with the
Drafting Working Group; and to consult the Steering Committee for
final decisions.

The Selection Working Group aimed to lead the drafting of the criteria
for funding and CSO participation, to come up with the initial list of
CSOs who will participate in the CSO Forum and to consult with the
CSO Steering Committee for final decisions.

The main duties of the Media Working Group were to draft press
releases and other communication tools, to lead the social media
work, and to organize media events and coordinate engagements
during the CSO Forum and the intergovernmental meeting.

The Advocacy Working Group was responsible for leading the
advocacy and outreach work, and developing CSO positions in the
final draft of the Asia Pacific Region Ministerial Declaration.

The Drafting Working Group prepared the guidelines for documenting
workshop recommendations (with the Programme Working Group,)
organized the inputs and recommendations from the plenaries and
workshops to be integrated in the CSO Statement, and drafted the
CSO Forum statement for review and adoption by CSO participants.

The Logistics Working Group ensured that the logistics needs for the
CSO Forum were prepared and organised efficiently.

In the CSO Forum a common message and strategy for the
intergovernmental meeting was developed. The CSO Forum agenda
offered three spaces where participants could exchange issues,
analysis and share recommendations:

g Plenary Sessions provided the participants with overview
of the issues and set the tone of the discussion for the day.
Introductions and keynote speeches were given during the
plenary sessions. Discussions of the regional caucuses and the
draft of the CSO Statement were also synthesized in the plenary
sessions.

§l<@h Self-organized and Thematic Workshops gave the
participants the chance to organize their own workshops, focusing
on several issues related to gender equality and women’s rights.



M <ah Sub-regional caucuses and young women group discussions
were conducted to provide CSO of these sub-regions to convene
and develop national, sub-regional and regional strategies for the
BPfA +20 Review.

Key discussion points and main agreements during this forum
were taken into account for the development of the APCSO
Statement towards the UNESCAP Conference on Gender Equality
and Women’s Empowerment: Beijing+20.

14. More than 450 organizations from 35 countries of the Asia and the
Pacific region participated in the 3-day forum held at the United
Nations Conference Centre and the Trang Hotel, from the 14t to the
16t of November 2014.



Day 1, 14" November 2014

lll. Opening Ceremony

The opening ceremony was facilitated by Nalini Singh from the Asian-
Pacific Resource and Research Centre for Women (ARROW), and Sepali
Kottegoda from Asia Pacific Women Watch (APWW), who were the overall
programme facilitators on November 14.

Welcoming Remarks

15.

Ravadee Prasertcharoensuk from the Sustainable Development
Foundation and on behalf of the Thai organizations and the CSO
Steering Committee, opened the CSO Forum highlighting how women
activists and feminists from the Asia and the Pacific (AP) are making
history by continuously pushing for tangible change, gender justice,
and empowerment for women. Nineteen years ago, the BPfA was
established for governments, CSOs and intergovernmental
organizations to work together to address the most pressing issues
for women in the region such as poverty, violence, decision-making,
and human rights, alongside sustainability and the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs).

17. She emphasized that the CSO Forum was also much more than just

18.

following up with the government commitments. It was also an
opportunity to critically examine the CSOs efforts to review progress
and to engage CSOs with intergovernmental bodies in order for
women's priorities in the region to be considered in the global
dialogue and in the various post 2015 processes. It was also an
opportunity for CSOs to share the struggles and strengths, to reaffirm
the commitment and to coordinate themselves to achieve greater
impact in fighting for women'’s rights and ensuring equality in the
future. She stressed that the outcomes of the CSO Forum would be fed
to the intergovernmental meetings to influence the 59t Commission
on Status of Women (59TH CSW) session, which will be held in New
York in March 2015.

Kate Lappin from Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and
Development (APWLD), opened her speech by welcoming all
participants on behalf of CSO Forum Co-Organizers (APWLD and
DAWN,) and the CSO Steering Committee.

19. Ms. Lappin explained that when Aung San Suu Kyi welcomed

participants to the Civil Society Forum in Beijing 20 years ago, she



called it a ‘great celebration of the struggle of women to mould their
own destiny and to influence the fate of our global village'.

She continued highlighting that twenty years down the line, this
global village is in crisis and at a tipping point. While Global wealth
inequality has become obscenely high (85 people in the world today
own more than $3.5 billion--as much wealth as that held by half the
world’s population) there is mounting evidence that we are at an era
of catastrophic climate changes that are devastating the lives of
millions of women.

20. The BPfA was indeed a watershed for the feminist movement. Its
roadmap provided the most comprehensive, universally agreed plan
of action to realize women’s human rights, and to counter and
dismantle patriarchy. Ms. Lappin remarked that while it remains a
powerful tool, its largest failure has been the lack of accountability
mechanisms. Moreover, during these last 20 years, whatever little
accountability governments had, has shifted towards corporations
and profit-making rather than ensuring and protecting rights and
advancing equality of the people.

The Beijing+20 review process is an opportunity to hold governments
accountable for their commitments, as well as to demand stronger,
more effective and genuine accountability mechanisms.

She emphasized the need for governments to be genuinely
accountable for the people, especially the most marginalized women
from the regions, which is the main focus of this Forum and the
intergovernmental meeting.

21. She called for the reshaping of new relationships, economies and
systems as women across this region are calling for Development
Justice - a framework that demands five transformative shifts
incorporating Redistributive Justice, Economic Justice, Gender and
Social Justice, Environmental Justice and Accountability to People.

In 2015, the UN will adopt a new set of sustainable development
goals, which shape future development priorities, including a goal on
gender. Ms. Lappin urged women to recognise this as an opportunity
to accelerate the implementation of governments’ obligations under
the BPfA and ensure there is no regression from the commitments
already made.



Video Presentation

22. The video featured the journey and milestones of feminist movements

in the last 20 years. The video also captured the setbacks and
struggles of the women's movement and the realisation of the BPfA,
which linked to the continued existence of neoliberal globalization,
the growth of fundamentalism and militarism, and the current
development model, which threatens the very existence of our planet
and has deepened inequalities to obscene levels. The presentation
concluded by honouring some of the feminist activists who dedicated
their lives to fight for the actualization of women’s rights and equality.

Beijing and Beyond

23.

24.

25.

Cai Yiping from the Development Alternatives with Women for a New
Era (DAWN), highlighted the importance of CSO involvement and
advocacy in Beijing 1995, the relevance of this review, and the linkage
to Post-2015 development agenda. She expressed the importance of
the strength and power that the feminist movement has to reshape
the agenda, prioritizing especially on women and girls, marginalized
groups and with a continued commitment of respect for our planet
over profit interests.

She stressed that Beijing was about equality, peace, development and
advancing women'’s rights. Twenty years after Beijing, there is a shift
to the concentration of the development narrative that
“instrumentalizes” women at the expense of the realisation of human
rights. Itis crucial to ensure that the Post-2015 agenda and the
articulation of the sustainable development goals are firmly grounded
in women'’s rights work, and that gender is integrated in all
development goals and targets.

Ms. Yiping argued there is a decisive need to re-politicise BPfA and to
hold states accountable for the promises made 20 years ago. BPfA
must be linked to treaties that ensure their accountability and
commitments such as Convention on the Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). She concluded by stating
that the CSO Forum, and its attendees were part of a larger feminist
movement whose vision is to guarantee substantive equality,
environment and economic justice, and in which every woman was
accounted for.



IV. Plenary Session 1

“Our lives 20 Years On”

26.

27.

28.

29.

The session was facilitated by Tara Chetty from the Fiji Women’s
Rights Movement. The session's objective was to present the
testimonies of women from the region whose struggles against
human rights violations are emblematic of struggles and critical
element in movement building.

Ms. Chetty stated that “Personal is Political” was a powerful
statement and it remains powerful in the women’s movement across
the AP region. She emphasized that the use and link of personal
struggles will help women build their local, national, regional and
global movement. These stories not only illustrated the power of the
Asia and Pacific feminist movement but also the challenges that
remain in the implementation of the BPfA.

Erwiana Sulistyaningsih from the organization of Returned and
Family of Indonesia Migrant Workers shared her experience as a
young migrant worker in Hong Kong. She was abused, tortured, and
exploited by her employer while she worked as a domestic worker.
Coming from a poor Indonesian family, Ms. Sulistyaningsih did not
have any opportunity to go to university and the job that she had in
Jakarta was not enough to support herself and her family. Her case
was taken up by two organizations that rallied to fight for justice for
Erwiana. After postponements of court hearings, a trial has been
scheduled on December of 2014 in Hong Kong. Ms. Sulistyaningsih
acknowledged that through her case, the situation of the migrant
workers has been exposed but the suffering and exploitation still
continue. She called for action of the governments and demanded
protection of migrant workers.

Lilly Besoer from Voice for Change, has survived tribal conflict,
polygamous marriage and raised six children on her own. She
played a leading role in the mediation of tribal conflict and is a
recipient of the Pacific Human Rights Defenders Award. Ms. Besowa,
after suffering as a refugee and a displaced woman for ten years,
was finally relocated with her children. She shared the difficulties
that internally displaced women face. Displaced women are
vulnerable to all forms of violence and their voices are not heard.
They do not have any income for food, supplies, health services or



30.

31.

32.

33.

the education of their children. To address these issues, women in
her community came together and established, “Highlands Human
Rights Defenders Network”. This network works with CSOs and
international partners for development and human rights. The
organization gives the space to internally displaced women to
ensure their voices are heard. She added that the Network will
continue to advocate for women, peace and security connected with
other women regionally and globally, working together to raise
awareness about internally displaced women issues.

Kay Thi Win from the Asia Pacific Network of Sex Workers (APNS)
stated that society considers sex workers as uneducated and
useless, devoid of the understanding that these women are an
essential part of the society. She stressed that prostitution should
be decriminalised to ensure the rights of sex workers. Sex workers
should be able to report violence without feeling insecure of their
own safety and women are entitled to make a decision to empower
themselves economically. APNSW advocates for the rights and
equal opportunities of sex workers as part of the women's
movement. She called for action of governments of the Asia and the
Pacific region to ensure and protect rights of sex workers.

Zhang Dandan from the Chinese Lala Alliance shared her
experiences and struggles as a bisexual woman in China. She had
never heard about LGBT until 1995 when the Beijing Conference
was held in her country. Internet was the path to this invisible
community for the longest time. After a Queer Film Screening in
2008 and the establishment of an LGBT centre, she started to be
involved in this community as a volunteer. From 2007 to 2009, the
LGBT movement spread across the country, and this was the
starting point of her organization and the LGBT movement across
mainland China.

Zhang Dandan expressed that the most common challenge that the
LGBT community faces is violence. She exposed the case of two
lesbian girls who were forced into a hospital because of their sexual
orientation. Cases like this increased her awareness that the
struggle of the women’s movement is similar and deeply interlinked
with the LGBT movement. She called for the need to bring more
attention to gender diversity and that their voice in the LGBT
community will be resonated in the CSO Forum.

Abia Akram from the Asia Pacific Women with Disabilities
(APPWDU) United gave her testimony as a woman with disability



34.

and on behalf of women with disabilities. She stated that disability
does not need to be fixed; rather, this should be accepted.

Ms. Akram mentioned that women with disabilities carry extra
burdens and face triple discrimination. Ms. Akram stressed the fact
that women with disabilities experience many barriers in relation to
communication, information, access to services, and challenges on
having legislative and policy developments that address the need
and protection of women with disabilities. Ms. Akram demanded
that women with disabilities should be included in all decision-
making processes and their issues should be highlighted.

Concluding Remarks

35. Civil society representatives had space for asking questions and

comments. As there was a limitation of time, the concerns of the
participants were collected in papers and read by the main
facilitator. The key points from the discussion are the following:

a. Climate change and its impact on women.

Ms. Besowa mentioned that the concept of climate change still
needs to be translated at a grassroots level. There is a need for
these women to understand what is happening, how it affects
them, and to have strategies to cope with this issue.

. Experiences advocating for the rights of sex workers and advocate

for decriminalizing sex work.

Ms. Thi Win stressed that sex workers cannot stand alone in the
fight for their rights. All women’s movements need to work
together for the protection of the rights of sex workers.

Importance of the intergovernmental mechanisms that are
intended to protect domestic workers.

Ms. Sulistyaningsih highlighted that there is a need for
governments to ratify human rights conventions and to provide
protection to all domestic workers around the world.



d. Experiences of advocacy that have worked to change
discriminatory attitudes.

¢ Ms. Akram outlined that visibility and understanding of all
women'’s needs is essential. Policies and strategies need to
be inclusive and take into account everyone’s concerns.

¢ Ms Dandan underlined that gender equality is about gender
diversity. To recognize intersectionality is fundamental.

e Ms. Sulistyaningsih reiterated the need for governments to
ratify international conventions on human rights and to be
accountable to the people.

¢ Ms Besowa and Ms. Thi Win stressed that it is highly
important to reinforce the solidarity of the women's
movement to collectively raise their voices.



V. Plenary Session 2

“Our lives 20 years on:
The Continuing Struggle of Women in
Achieving Development”

36. The purpose of the Plenary 2 was to review the economic, political
and cultural structures that have prevented the realization of the
promises made in Beijing almost twenty years ago. The Plenary
discussed emerging issues that are essential and decisive in the
achievement of women’s human rights and the guest speakers
outlined the political context and global moment that influence the
Beijing+20 Review and the Post-2015 Development Agenda. The
panel was facilitated by Kamala Chandrakirrana, from the Asia
Pacific Women'’s Alliance for Peace and Security. Ms. Chandrakirrana
asked the panelists to share their experience as women human rights
defenders who have been in the movement in the past twenty years,
“What is a moment of triumph in your struggle against structural,
political, economic and structural barriers between men and women?
What is the moment of failure?”

37. Vernie Yocogan-Diano from the Cordillera Women'’s Education
Action Research Centre (CWEARC), explained that a key success in the
last twenty years was the strengthening of indigenous movements
and organizations all over the Asia and the Pacific region.
Intergovernmental engagement, which resulted in policy changes and
passing of legislations that address the rights of indigenous peoples
was also a highlight. Ms. Yocogan-Diano mentioned, among others, the
adoption of UN ‘Declaration of Indigenous Peoples’ in 2007 which
would not have been passed without the massive and active
engagement of the women’s movement in the region. The collective
vigilance of indigenous women to defend and protect life, land and
resources, and demand for development justice were also moments
of achievement. In addition, she noted the personal triumph she
gained from the capacity-building she experienced alongside the
women’s movement.



38. On the other hand, as failures, she highlighted the exploitation of
resources and massive land grabbing of indigenous territories by
governments and corporations, as well as the expansion of military
forces, which has continued to infringe on the lives and rights of
activists. Ms. Yocogan-Diano also spoke about the use of VAW,
particularly rape, to humiliate and subjugate women and indigenous
communities. Additionally, she stated that the lack of political will of
governments to shift to a new development paradigm that will
address poverty, inequality and human rights as well as economic
justice is one of the root causes that impede the achievement of
gender equality. She declared that the reinforcement of the World
Trade Organization (WTO), International Monetary Fund (IMF),
World Bank (WB) and other International Financial Institutions (IFIs)
and economic corporations that promote neoliberal policies
(privatization, deregulation and liberalization) further deepen
economic and gender inequality.

39. Noelene Nabulivou from Diverse Voices and Action for Equality
(DIVA), noted two moments of progress, if not triumph. The first one
was during the Sixth Asia and Pacific Population Conference (APPC) in
2013 in which many State delegations including Pacific Governments,
proposed and then defended language on 'sexual orientation and
gender identity' (SOGI) and 'human rights without discrimination’' - so
that references to SOGI appeared several times in the final Ministerial
Declaration. One of the reasons this happened, she proposed, because
of prior coalition work by state and non-state actors with leadership
of feminist and women's movement, working with the UN and
regional development institutions in the Pacific and wider SRHR allies.
[t was a positive example of working as movement-led coalitions,
using deep and contexualised sub/regional context and conditions,
and aiming for strongest advancements in gender equality and
women's human rights, not just to 'hold ground".

40. As for the moments of failure, she described a particular incident that
happened at the High-Level Political Forum in New York where
according to some participants, “it was not the place where climate
change should be discussed as it has nothing to do with sustainable
development.” Ms. Nabulivou expressed that in these kinds of
situations, women activists need to be bolder, stronger, pricklier and
angrier to be able to push the boundaries and to come up with new
ways to address climate change.



41,

42,

43,

Fatima Burnad Natesa from the Society for Rural Education and
Development (SRED), stated that participating in this CSO Forum is
already an achievement as it reaffirms rural women’s voices in
international and regional affairs. She considers the collective
women'’s actions to advance women’s rights and equality as

a triumph. She also noted that the fight against land grabbing is
another victory.

As for the failures, she talked about the patriarchy embedded in a
culture that causes rapes and murders in India. Moreover, she added
that the corporative point of view of governments is also a hindrance
in advancing women'’s rights. She called for inclusiveness in the
women’s movement and for the need of working together with other
social movements.

Sivananthi Thanenthiran from ARROW, sees the MDG, the
International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), and
the BPfA review processes in the national and regional levels as
victories, as they show women are still collectively engaged. She also
acknowledged that the movement is more inclusive.

Ms. Thanenthiran reflected on challenges that persist with a recent
incident in Northern India, where 11 women died in a sterilization
camp and other 50 were hospitalized. Early marriage is another grave
concern; some governments do not recognize the fact that under-age
marriage is taking place or they legitimize it as religion. Once again,
the statement ‘Personal is Political’ was stated at the UNESCAP
Conference Center. Ms. Thanenthiran concluded her speech by
declaring that the site of the battle of women begins in their bodies.

Concluding Remarks

44,

After answering the facilitator’s questions, concerns focused on
specific issues were discussed. The key points and messages of these
discussions were the following:

a. The support non-Dalit women give to Dalit women:

Ms. Burnad Naseta stressed the fact that non-Dalit women also
face patriarchy. It is difficult for them to overcome their caste
consciousness. The women’s movement in India are struggling to
support Dalit women in the National Conference Agenda.

There is a need to bring all women'’s groups nationally and
internationally to fight against differences.



. The responses of the Pacific Feminist Movement to the emerging
phenomenon of deep sea mining:

Ms. Nabulivou mentioned that Pacific feminist movements are
responding in various ways at all levels on the issue of deep sea
mining. Some of them work on the ground of defence while others
advocate to hold governments and corporations accountable and
to propose alternatives to deep sea mining.

. The implication of militarisation on development:

Ms. Yocogan-Diano pointed out that militarisation and the building
of national internal security policies are meant to secure interests
of Corporations and States, but not people’s interests.

. New priorities of LGBT women’s agenda in the context of
development:

Ms. Nabulivou stated that LGBT women'’s priorities are not just
about sexual rights, but also economic, social and cultural rights.

. How to ensure greater cohesive action in CSOs to guarantee gender
equality:

Ms. Thanenthiran stressed the fact that movements are
strengthened when they have collective action and unified voice.
Building alliances, promoting solidarity work and taking up the
issues of other movements as their own struggles ensure cohesive
action and voice

Envisioning the women's movement and the peoples’ struggle:

Ms. Yocogan-Diano highlighted the courage, solidarity and the
resistance of the movement as well as the demand for
development justice framework.

Ms. Thanenthiran stressed the involvement of young people on the
women’s movements.

Ms. Nabulivou mentioned her hope comes from the different
struggles of women’s movements at all levels. She also highlighted



the intergenerational organising and the interlinked analysis of
the women’s movement that continue to build alternatives for a
more equitable future.

Ms. Burnad Natesa pointed out the link women’s movements are
doing with other social movements to respond to women’s issues
but also to broader social issues.



VI. Plenary Session 3

“Accountability and Implementation of
BPfA, Post 2015, and the SDGS”

44,

45.

46.

Facilitated by Kate Lappin from APWLD, the last session of the first
day of the CSO Forum discussed the opportunities for increasing
genuine accountability through the current review process and in the
intergovernmental meeting. This session also mapped the existing
accountability and monitoring mechanisms, and presented the Post-
2015 process and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as an
opportunity to accelerate BPfA. Additionally, it was an opportunity to
engage with UNESCAP and UN Women when reviewing this process
towards increasing accountability and implementation.

Nanda Krairiksh from UNESCAP, noted that this conference was the
largest conference UNESCAP had ever convened in preparation for
such a global event. Over 700 delegates from 48 member States, 7
intergovernmental bodies, 13 UN bodies and over 500 CSOs delegates
from 187 organizations attended this historic and unprecedented
intergovernmental meeting. She shared her experience preparing the
Nairobi World Conference on Women, where the women’s movement
emerged as a very strong force of international gender equality. There
had been many turning points during the last few decades, and Beijing
was the largest conference ever held. She expressed that during the
past decades, forms of accountability had emerged in addressing
gender equality. Nairobi was a good start, having 127 member States
that established Women’s Machineries in some form to look after
gender equality.

Ms. Krairiksh explained that the process of consultation had started
with civil society on February 2014. UNESCAP wanted to engage with
civil society on challenges and achievements in past twenty years, and
how civil society would design the conference that reflects the agenda
of the women’s movement in the Asia and the Pacific region.

The objective of the AP Ministerial Declaration is for member states to
reaffirm their commitments to BPfA and ensure its full and effective
implementation. The AP Ministerial Declaration, which has gone
through three readings by governments, addresses the gaps and ways
to strengthen national capacity and regional cooperation efforts in
order to accelerate implementation.



47,

48.

49,

50.

51.

The key areas of the Outcome Document are focused first on
accountability and strengthening institutions, in particular national
women'’s machineries, which still need to be strategically repositioned
to be involved at a ministerial level. There are also recommendations
focused on increasing financing, which is the second key area.
UNESCAP is establishing measurable targets, strengthening the
participatory and inclusive monitoring processes, as well as forging
partnerships and enhancing the engagement of civil society with
governments, and emphasizing regional cooperation.

Ms. Krairiksh mentioned that CSOs played a critical role in the
Beijing+20 review processes. The presence, contribution and
advocacy work of CSOs in the Asia and the Pacific region will ensure
the implementation of the BPfA.

Janneke van der Graaff-Kukler from UN Women spoke about the
role of UN Women in advancing accountability and implementation of
the BPfA through the Beijing +20 review process. She stated that
ensuring accountability for the implementation of the BPfA builds
upon previous reviews of the BPfA and speaks to multiple levels and
aspects of accountability towards the realisation of gender equality
that has not yet been accomplished. Accountability requires an official
agreement and political commitment to implement. It requires the
establishment of policies and mechanisms for the implementation and
monitoring of the agreement. It also requires allocating sufficient
funds to support the implementation of the commitments made. She
added that something particularly important is ensuring that the
agreements made are owned at all levels, within the political realm,
within bureaucracies, civil society and other actors. Ms. van der
Graaff-Kukler noted that the most difficult part of accountability and
changing processes is to ensure ownership, and consequently, a
transformation in attitudes and practices, where patriarchal norms
and values still impede advancement for equality and the
implementation of progressive frameworks such as the BPfA.

UN Women is mandated, to support governments on the
operationalization and monitoring of the implementation of
agreements for the advancement of gender equality and
empowerment of women. These agreements encompass the BPfA,
MDGs, the Post-2015 sustainable development framework, the
CEDAW and relevant regional and national frameworks.

UN Women works at national levels to strengthen the capacity of
women's machineries, ministries of finance, planning, judiciaries, and
legislature to build evidence and implement national and



52.

53.

54.

international agreements for the advancement of gender and women'’s
rights. UN Women partnered with CSOs and the women’s movement
in holding governments and stakeholders accountable for the
implementation of national and international commitments.
Moreover, UN Women is also mandated to lead the coordination and
to promote accountability within the UN System on its work on
gender equality. Ms. van der Graaff-Kukler said the findings from this
process will be used by UN Women to reinforce its advocacy efforts
and to support governmental institutions and civil society towards
strengthening accountability towards the implementation for the
BPfA and the realization of women’s rights. The Beijing+20 review
process culminates at CSW in March 2015. UN Women is working on
the Secretary General’s report to CSW, based on national and regional
review processes. This agency will be also involved in providing
technical briefs and support in the Post-2015 development agenda,
which will be agreed on, at the General Assembly next September.

Liza Maza is a former congress woman from the Congress of the
Philippines representing the Gabriela Women'’s Party. She talked
about the functions and character of parliament and accountability
processes. She reported that the parliament is responsible for
operationalizing the BPfA and investigates, evaluates, and monitors
laws and policies that guarantee women'’s rights. Parliament is also
tasked to allocate budgets for implementation of the platform and to
ensure transparency and people’s democratic participation, including
the participation of women in law and policy-making.

Maza has been a representative of Gabriela Women'’s Party for nine
years in the Congress of the Philippines. She explained that as in many
other countries, the Congress of the Philippines is dominated by the
elite, by men and corporate interests. International trade agreements
have encroached on the sovereign power of the country to make laws
and policies. Members of the Congress of the Philippines are the main
purveyors of neoliberal economic policies, such as privatization,
liberalization and deregulation, which prevent sustainable
development.

Ms. Maza emphasized the crucial role social movements have played
in making Parliament accountable for their commitments.

The women’s movement was able to pass important legislations for
women including: the anti-rape laws, anti-violence against women



55.

56.

57.

and children policies, and the Magna Carta of Women. These laws
established standards for the treatment of women but the realization
of these rights requires the collective and sustained actions of social
movements. The engagement of social movements, especially feminist
movements, at international, regional and national level, is needed.
She called for the occupation of the Parliament with women’s voices
and the changes they want.

Paulina Flanina from the Women’s Network in Timor Leste, spoke
about mechanisms of collaboration, implementation and engagement
of the BPfA.

She stated that in terms of accountability, the mechanism of
engagement and collaboration is to involve women’s networks in the
women'’s parliamentarian caucus and women’s machineries.

There has been an increase in the number of women in parliament -
Timor Leste has now 38% - which is the result of the collaboration
between the women’s network, the women'’s parliamentarian caucus
and the women’s machinery.

After the panel presented, Kate Lappin shared an interactive map, an
initiative of APWLD, which provides information on the existing
accountability mechanisms developed around Beijing Platform for
Action including information from UN Women and other agencies on
how Beijing Platform for Action has been incorporated into national
machinery or accountability systems at regional and international
levels.



Concluding Remarks

58. Discussions following the presentation focused on the following topics:
a. Significant monitoring of the national plans and their accountability.

Ms. Krairiksh stressed that national governments have to establish
accountability mechanisms and frameworks to implement the
commitments for gender equality and women’s rights.

B. The integration of the Post 2015 with the SDGs: its monitoring and
implementation.

Ms. van der Graaff-Kukler stated that UN Women used the key
documents and outcomes from the CSW58 in which the MDGs
were reviewed from a gender perspective to inform the Post-2015
agenda of the discussions. UN Women works at national levels
with governments and civil society to ensure the understanding of
the content of the Post-2015 as well as the standards on gender
equality and the inclusion of gender equality indicators and
targets in other goals of the Post-2015 framework.

X-  The lack of cohesion between international conventions or
agreements the governments adopt.

Ms. Maza and Ms. Lappin pointed out that it is necessary to look
beyond the normative and traditional women'’s rights frameworks,
and critically examine economic policies, the trade agreements,
investment agreements, and any other architecture that impede
the implementation of women'’s rights.



Day 2 — 15" November 2014

VII. Self-Organized and Thematic Workshops

59.

60.

61.

Self-organized and thematic workshops were conducted on the
second day of the CSO Forum. The aim of these workshops was to
provide a space for CSOs to discuss topics related to gender equality
and women’s rights. Each workshop agreed on a set of
recommendations which were later included on the final Asia and
the Pacific CSO statement.

These eighteen workshops were held in parallel sessions. The
workshops encompassed diverse topics such as women in power,
women and economics, women and environment, VAW, SRHR,
LGBT, WWD, women and trade, indigenous women issues, women
in conflicts, and migrant and rural women issues, among others.
There were also workshops focused on the accountability and
monitoring of the BPfA and national, regional and international
mechanisms of protection of women'’s rights.

A summary of the outcomes of each thematic workshop can be
found on ANNEX 2.



VIIl. CSO Caucuses

62.

On the afternoon of the 15t of November, CSO Caucuses met by
sub-regions and a separate young women'’s group. Each caucus
identified milestones, critical issues and priorities in national, sub-
regional and regional levels that need to be addressed in the
Beijing+20 review processes and the Post-2015 processes.

The CSO Caucuses also consulted each other on “priority setting”
of national governments towards implementation of BPfA. In
total there were six different groups: (1) Southeast Asia; (2)
South Asia; (3) Central Asia; (4) North and East Asia; (5) Pacific;
and (6) the Young Women group. With the exception of the Young
Women group, which had to identify its own process, the other
five groups discussed the following set of questions:

a. What are the national and regional mechanism that CSOs
should be engaged with to strengthen the Beijing +20
processes and Post-2015 process?

b. What are the key issues that should be prioritized in the
implementation of the B+20 and Post-2015 processes?

c. What are the existing CSO engagements, networks, and
platforms that are working and engaging with the B+20
processes and Post-2015 process?



Day 3 — 16" of December 2014

IX. Presentation by the CSO Representatives on the
Plan and Strategies that were identified during
the CSO caucuses

63. Ms Abia Akram of the Asian Pacific Women with Disabilities
(APWWDU) United and Shireen Huq of Naripokkho facilitated Day
3 of the CSO Forum.

64. The third day of the CSO forum began with the presentation of the
summary of outcomes from the sub-regional CSO Caucuses;
Southeast Asia, South Asia, Central Asia, Pacific and North and East
Asia group; and the Young Women's groups. A representative from
each group briefly discussed the key issues, messages and
recommendations from their meetings. The outcomes of the caucus
discussions were integrated in the final CSO statement. The full
reports from the CSO caucuses can be found in ANNEX 3.



X. Presentation and Adoption of the Draft of the CSO
Statement

65.

The CSO Statement on Beijing+20 was presented and adopted in this
session on November 16. Ms. Bing Parcon chaired the session. She
read the introductory part of the CSO statement and summarized the
key points, which were derived from the outcomes of the self-
organised workshops and CSO caucuses. Various inputs from CSOs
enriched the discussion to make the Statement capture the final
demands of the CSOs. Finally, the final statement was adopted by
consensus in the session.



Xl. Closing Plenary

66.

67.

68.

The closing session provided CSO representatives useful tools of
negotiation with government delegates towards the
intergovernmental meeting. It exposed briefly the strategies and
languages used for negotiating with governments.

Kate Sheill from Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women
(GAATW) explained in detail the work the Steering Committee has
done on the advocacy strategy. Ms. Sheill noted that the Steering
Committee had come up with twelve briefing papers which
contained the reason for the importance of the key issues, as well as
the background, key facts and messages. These papers encompassed
the following topics: Family, Armed Conflict, HIV, Equal Rights to
Inherit land, Gender and Climate Change, Unpaid Care Work,
Enabling Economic Environment and Role of Private Sector, Safe
and Legal Abortion, Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights,
Comprehensive Sexuality Education, Sexual Orientation and Gender
Identity and the Role of Women’s Movements and Feminist
Organizations.

Following this introductory description of the briefing papers, each

panel member explained what the briefing was about, and what the
focus on the key issues and language that should have been adopted
by governments in the intergovernmental meeting.

Family

69.

In August 2014, a restrictive language on family was proposed.

The message from CSOs is to reflect that families take diverse forms.
There should be shared responsibilities within the family and that it
should not be only considered as women’s work.



Armed Conflict

70. The draft created in August 2014 included only two paragraphs on
armed conflicts in very limited language. The briefing paper reflects
four critical areas of concern:

e [ncreased participation in conflict and resolution making;

e Reducing military expenditure;

e Protection of women in the context of Sexual Violence
in armed conflicts and early and forced marriage; and

e Sub-national conflicts

HIV

71. There was not much attention given to HIV apart from women’s
vulnerability to HIV and the access to the treatment. The CSOs noted
that the following issues need to be properly addressed under this
area of concern: female sex workers, women who use drugs,
transgender people, and migrant women.

72. The stigma and discrimination in health care hinders access to
health care services by people with HIV. It is also important to push
forward that women have the right to control their own sexuality.

Equal rights to inherit land

73. There is a need to establish the right of women to inheritance, equal
access and equal control over land.

Gender and Climate Change

74. CSOs endorse the need to strengthen the language on gender and
climate change. The Rio Principles should be recognized including
the common and differentiated responsibilities and the need to
ensure binding and comprehensive agreements in the upcoming
negotiations.



Unpaid care work

75.

CSOs call for the recognition of unpaid work and the commitment to
the redistribution of unpaid care work. Care work needs to be
valued and the multiple burdens experienced by women need to be
addressed.

Enabling Economic Environment and

Role of Private Sector

76.

It is fundamental to address the obscene levels of economic,
resources, and wealth inequality. Accountability of the private
sector is key area for CSOs. CSOs demand accountability of the
private sector and the implementation of the commitment made in
the in the Human Rights Council to produce a binding mechanism on
transnational corporation.

Safe and Legal Abortion

77.

There is an urgent need to bring attention to the issue of safe and
legal abortion in the region in order to fully realise sexual and
reproductive health and rights (SRHR). Women need to have access
to safe and legal abortion services. Governments must decriminalize
abortion and remove all legal and implementation barriers to
ensure access to safe, comprehensive, free and high quality abortion
services and post abortion services. These services should be
provided free of consent requirements from family, marital or
partners, and without discrimination based on sexuality, identity
and expression, social status, age or occupation.

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights

78.

SRHR recognizes the right to decide on the number and spacing of
children, free of coercion, discrimination and violence; the right to
the highest attainable standard of health, including sexual and
reproductive health; and the right to access sexual and reproductive
health services, information and education. It includes the right of
people to have control over and decide freely on matters related to
their sexuality, free from coercion, discrimination and violence.

The BPfA recognizes the right to control all matters related to sexual



and bodily autonomy. The Outcome Document shows regressive
language than the one already agreed to by governments in the
BPfA. The recommendations given were the following:

e Sexual and reproductive health services should be freely
available and accessible to all without discrimination.

e Legal, policy, financial and social barrier to access to sexual and
reproductive health services should be addressed and
overcome.

e Particular attention should be paid to meeting the sexual and
reproductive health needs of marginalized groups.

Human rights and development

79. The fulfilment and enjoyment of human rights require sound social
and economic policies and programmes on development. The key
messages that have to be given out to governments are the
following: a) there cannot be development without women'’s and
girl’s human rights and b) There are no human rights without
development. Development and human rights are inextricably
linked and mutually reinforcing. The language has the support of
international conventions and treaties such as the CEDAW, the
MDGs, and the RIO+20 agreement made by governments.

Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE)

80. The right to accurate information about SRHR has been recognized
by various international human rights agreements including, but not
limited to, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and
the CEDAW. CSE is defined as basic education about sexual and
reproductive health and rights, including attitudes toward sexuality,
gender relations, and information about services pertaining to
sexual and reproductive health, such as contraception or HIV testing
services. CSOs demand the design and implementation of CSE
programmes that are consistent with evolving capacities and are

age-appropriate. Accurate information should be provided on
human sexuality, gender equality and human rights, relationships,



and SRHR and it should cater to formal, informal and non-formal
education systems.

Sexual orientation and gender identity (SOGI)

81.

In the AP region, women and girls still face execution, imprisonment,
torture, violence, marginalisation and discrimination as a result of
real or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity. Lesbians,
bisexual women, trans* people and intersex people (LBTI) continue
to be targets of violence, hate crimes, loss of custody of children,
exclusion from or denial of entry to health and other economic and
social services and experience much social and cultural stigma. Key
messages provided in the briefing paper included the need to
uphold the human rights of ALL women and girls including sexual
rights, the right to non-discrimination and the need to end all forms
of violence against women and girls including violence based on
sexual orientation and gender identity, to guarantee the human
rights of all. Development planning and policies should include
experiences of people discriminated by sexual orientation or gender
identity. There should be better and more resourced data collection
and commitment to addressing the specific human rights and
development needs of groups of women and trans* people that are
invisible within much of the CEDAW, Beijing POA, MDGS and Post-
2015 analysis, advocacy and policy-making. Non-state actors who
are also responsible for perpetrating abuses must be held
accountable in relation to relevant national and international human
rights obligations in relation to international human rights
obligations..

Role of Women’s Rights and

Feminist Organizations

82.

Women'’s organizations and feminist groups have taken a lead role
responding to gender-based violence. In addition, women’s rights
and feminist organization brought to the political agenda the voices,
needs and demands of marginalized groups. These organizations
have pushed governments to integrate gender analysis into policies
and programmes. Women'’s organizations and feminist groups have
also played a significant role in monitoring the implementation of
the CEDAW. Women's rights and feminist organization should be
recognised as key actors in their contribution in the advancement of
the BPfA and the Human Rights and the Women’s Rights agenda.



Closing Remarks:

83.

84.

Meena Bilgi from the Women Organizing for Change in Agriculture
and Natural Resources Management (WOCAN) gave the closing
remarks on behalf of the CSO Steering Committee. Ms. Bilgi
acknowledged the collective work done by CSOs during the CSO
Forum, as well as the consolidation of a strong women’s movement
in the Asia and the Pacific region. She highlighted the importance of
increasing the spaces and the presence of CSOs of the region in the
UN system. Ms. Bilgi noted that as a consequence of the CSO
participation at all levels, accountability is moving ahead. She ended
her speech by acknowledging the effort and work done by UN
Women, UNESCAP and the CSO Steering Committee in the
organization and realisation of the CSO Forum.

The CSO Forum closed with a collective solidarity action to support
and demand the release of 10 women activists in Cambodia. This call
for action symbolically ended the 3-day Asia Pacific Civil Society
Forum on Beijing+20 in Bangkok.



ANNEX 1: CIVIL SOCIETY STATEMENT
ON THE BPfA+20 Review

ASIA PACIFIC BEIJING+20 CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM STATEMENT

Women'’s rights organisations and movements from Asia and the Paclific,
comprising 480 women, gathered in Bangkok on 14-16 November 2014 to call on
our governments for accountability for the commitments made almost twenty
years ago in the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action to advance gender
equality and the rights of women and girls, and to realise our aspiration for a
region that is defined by development, economic, social, gender and environmental
justice. We remind ourselves that the BPFA drew its mandate and inspiration from
earlier global agreements, such as, the Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), International Conference on Population
and Development (ICPD), International Labour Organisation (ILO) Conventions
and the Vienna Conference on Human Rights.

Almost twenty years ago, the world’s leaders came together to collectively
advance our rights at the Fourth World Conference on Women, making an
unprecedented commitment that was enshrined in the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action. Five years later, the Millennium Declaration was adopted
which reinforced the principles of human dignity, equality, and equity at the
global level and reconfirmed respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms, as well as respect for the equal rights of all.

Today, we find ourselves in a world defined by deep and entrenched inequalities.
Gender inequality reinforces and is itself reinforced by the extraordinary levels
of inequality in wealth, power, and resources experienced by women in Asia and
the Pacific. The architecture of globalization has resulted in wealth being
concentrated in the hands of a tiny minority of obscenely rich individuals.
Globally, the sixty-five richest people in the world have as much combined
wealth as the 3.5 billion poorest, which is half of the world’s population.

In Asia, 0.001% of the population owns 30% of the region’s wealth. These few
people own seventeen times more wealth than the least developed countries in
Asia combined.

In a region that has two-thirds of the world’s poorest people, women comprise
the majority of the poor. Migrant, indigenous, refugee, rural, urban poor, women
living with disabilities, women and girls living with HIV, ethnic minorities, caste
and women with diverse sexual orientations and gender identities are the most
likely to experience marginalisation and a denial of their human rights.

Today we also find ourselves in a moment of reflection, as governments consider



their progress under the Beijing Platform for Action and deliberate on a new
development agenda that must avert the social, economic, and environmental
crises that we face. In this moment, we demand that governments finally deliver
on the promises made in Beijing.

The single greatest barrier to the implementation of the Beijing Platform for
Action is the lack of binding, meaningful accountability mechanisms.
Governments derive their mandate from their capacity to be accountable to their
constituents. Accountability requires time-bound targets, transparent reporting
and monitoring, adequate funding and resources and yet it requires so

much more.

Genuine accountability means that governments at national and local levels
should have a clear role in ensuring implementation and establish annual
parliamentary reporting mechanisms. Genuine accountability means that civil
society must be able to access government policies, data and decision-making
processes at all levels. It is unacceptable that civil society representatives are
prevented from attending civil society forums by their own governments.
National women’s machinery must have an all-of-government mandate to
ensure all critical areas of concern are implemented in their entirety. They must
have the mandate to review and amend policy that undermines the Beijing
Platform for Action and other obligations.

Genuine accountability means that the least powerful amongst us are able to
hold the most powerful to account for their actions.

Genuine accountability means that we can hold parliamentarians, officials,
corporations and the individuals within them to account for their direct and
indirect violations of women’s human rights.

But most significantly accountability requires access to justice, remedies.
Accountability requires reparations. Accountability requires justice.

We reiterate the civil society call from this region for governments to commit to
Development Justice. Embedded in a commitment to human rights, Development
Justice requires governments to end the gross inequalities of wealth, power,
resources and opportunities that exist between countries, between rich and poor
and between men and women. Development Justice requires implementation of
five ‘transformative shifts’ - Redistributive Justice, Economic Justice,
Environmental Justice, Gender, Sexual and Social Justice and Accountability

to the Peoples.

The women at the Asia Pacific Beijing+20 Civil Society Forum collectively recognise the
following concerns and priorities for women in Asia and the Pacific regarding the
implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action, the post-2015 development agenda,



and beyond.

Women in Migration

The nature of women'’s work in Asia and the Pacific has been fundamentally
shaped by neoliberal economic reforms and development strategies adopted by
governments in recent decades. One of the consequences of this has been the
expansion by governments of avenues for labour migration across the region.
Many states have actively supported migration of women, from the poorer
countries of the region as a source of income to the economies of countries of
origin. There has been little focus across the region to putting in place the
bilateral agreements that are essential to ensure that the rights of these workers
are protected.

The primary reasons for women to undertake employment migration across
borders, within and beyond sub-regions, are poverty, lack of viable alternate
avenues of employment, economic insecurity at home. The lack of protective
measures has meant that thousands of women are placed in extremely
vulnerable positions, facing abuse and exploitation with little recourse to any
forms of justice.

We recognize poverty as a cause and a consequence of migration, including
forced migration. Rates of poverty are high with poverty among migrant families
due to the high costs and low pay that many migrant workers experience. Many
migrant women have limited options and negotiating power and this can make
them targets for exploitative labour practices and violence. They undergo
unregulated and long hours of work, low wages, lack of access to food,
restrictions on mobility, rest and at times, even the right to communicate with
their families back home. Thousands of women migrate for employment as
domestic workers; there is a growing phenomenon of thousands of others who
are trafficked as sex workers in and from Asia and the Pacific.

Returnee women migrants often face stigma by people who assume they worked
as migrant sex workers or were sexually active during their migration. Returnee
women migrant workers are looked upon as having neglected their families by
their absence during migration, they are made to take the blame for children
dropping out of school, for ‘allowing’ incest to take place, for breaking up their
families. These discriminatory attitudes against women migrant workers need to
be challenged.

We acknowledge that where women have undertaken migration for employment
as sex workers, the rights of sex workers and women'’s sexual autonomy needs
to be recognized. Governments in countries of origin, transit and destination



should recognize, respect and affirm women'’s rights to health and their sexual
and reproductive health rights regardless of their status.

Refugee and migrant women face a number of challenges including the lack of
legal status, no right to work, limited access to education and health services,
increased risk of arrest and detention, violence, xenophobia and discrimination
by host communities. The lack of legal status is a key barrier to women's access
to justice and security, and a key challenge to obtaining regular employment and
securing access to services.

States should increase the economic agency of refugee and migrant women,
by providing safe livelihood opportunities; decent work; safe and healthy
workplaces; access to training and education; recognition of existing
qualifications and the right to social protection across all formal and
informal sectors.

We call on States to accede to relevant international legal instruments on
refugee protection, statelessness, migrants’ rights and related concerns, and
develop strong regional mechanisms and national frameworks to ensure the
protection of the rights of refugee and migrant women.

We call on Asia and Pacific governments to ratify and implement ILO Convention
189 on Decent Work for Domestic Workers.

Women in Power

Women in the Asia and the Pacific Region continue to be systematically excluded
from political spaces. In the Pacific, for example, women occupy only 3.4 per cent
of parliamentary seats. We call on governments to ensure the full, equal and safe
public and political participation of women at all levels of government, including
through electoral and political reforms; strengthening the implementation of
gender equality plans, policies and programs; ensuring gender-responsive
budgeting and provision of a special fund for women standing in elections; and
ensuring disaggregated data collection that is responsive to the needs of all
women, particularly disadvantaged women. Further, we call for women’s
leadership to be increased at the international level, including in UN bodies

and agencies.

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights



Sexual rights are human rights. Reproductive rights are human rights. If we
cannot control our own bodies, sexualities, and fertility, we cannot exercise any
of our other civil, political, economic, social or cultural rights. Sexual and
reproductive health and rights must be guaranteed and entrenched in law and
policy, and mechanisms must be established to address and redress violations of
these rights.

Governments must ensure that all women and girls can exercise their right to a
full range of quality, free, and comprehensive sexuality education and
reproductive health information and services, including safe and legal abortion,
provided through the public sector, without any form of stigma, discrimination,
coercion or violence. Governments must revoke discriminatory and punitive
laws and policies that undermine the sexual and reproductive health and rights
of marginalized women and girls, including rural women, women and girls living
with HIV, sex workers and entertainers, women who use drugs, women with
disabilities, migrant and mobile women, lesbian and bisexual women,
transgender people, elderly women, rural women, women working in the
informal sector, and girls and young women. To guarantee these sexual and
reproductive health and rights, governments must allocate financing to ensure
the availability, acceptability, accessibility and quality of services and adopt
mechanisms for accountability that including regular monitoring, and redress
mechanisms for violations. This process must be consultative and include the
meaningful participation of NGOs, specifically women’s and feminist
organizations, ensuring their role in government accountability.

Women and Girls Living with HIV

Women and girls living with HIV experience disproportionate levels of gender-
based violence, stigma and discrimination and human rights violations.

Key affected women, in particular, female sex workers, transgender people,
women who use drugs, mobile and migrant women, and young women, are
increasingly vulnerable to HIV infection. This increased vulnerability, limits the
access of women and girls living with HIV to treatment, care and services.
Governments must review and remove laws and policies that discriminate
and/or criminalize sex workers, people who use drugs, mobile and migrant

women and transgender people, including policies that conflate sex work with
trafficking, criminalize HIV transmission, and deport migrants on the basis of
HIV status.

Governments need to scale up interventions that end stigma and discrimination
in health care settings for key affected women and girls, including prohibition of



compulsory HIV and pregnancy testing, denial of services; subjection to
degrading and/or humiliating treatment; forced contraception; forced
sterilization and forced abortion. Governments must ensure that
implementation and financing are targeted to key affected populations and their
meaningful participation is included at all levels. Women'’s activist groups and
policy-makers need to address the issues of key affected women and girls.
Include us, support us. Nothing about us without us.

Women and the International Economic Framework

The realisation of women’s human rights is fundamentally threatened by the
dominant model of trade and investment, which has most recently found its
expression in the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) Agreement. This Agreement
alone threatens to undo the progress made under the Beijing Platform for
Action. Women in this region have a long history of resisting trade, investment,
and finance regimes that exacerbate the underdevelopment of developing
countries, impose harmful policies of privatisation; liberalisation and
deregulation; restrict the sovereign regulatory space of governments; exacerbate
poverty; and violate individual and collective rights.

We demand transparency of, and inclusion in, the negotiation of these
agreements, which affect livelihoods and lives. Women have the most to lose
when healthcare services are privatised, land is sold in unscrupulous, un-
transparent deals, and labour protections are deregulated. We call for global
solidarity against the Trans-Pacific Partnership and the broader neoliberal trade
and investment model. We call for governments to fulfil their extraterritorial
human rights obligations, to hold transnational corporations accountable for
human rights violations, and we call for development justice.

Gender equality and the achievement of women'’s rights necessitates labour
reforms to build an inclusive labour market which secures women’s equal
access to decent work and a living wage; women’s representation in labour
market institutions and decision-making; and more broadly, support for
collective bargaining and the right to organise as well as the adoption of
universal social protection.

Women and the Environment

The issue of environmental sustainability must be integrated into every policy
and discussion affecting women’s human rights and women'’s livelihoods: there
should not be a disconnect between human rights norms and the lexicon of
environmental sustainability. The neoliberal paradigm of development must be



challenged in order to combat corporate greed throughout the region. Women'’s
organizations working on environmental justice issues must be recognized for
their efforts to generate income for women, protect their human rights and right
to natural resources, and continue to work towards climate change mitigation.

We urge governments to commit to a binding framework to reduce carbon
emissions and to ensure accountability to the Rio Principles, including the
principle of common but differentiated responsibilities; to strengthen education
and capacity development that supports conversation, restoration, and
sustainable development; further the understanding of the impact of gender
inequality; strengthen integrated forest and coastal management institutions;
develop and integrate disaster, risk and reduction strategies; increase women’s
role in governance; challenge public-private partnerships; and recognize women
as agents of change and empowered scientists who work to safeguard their lives
and livelihoods.

Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity and Expression

The lived realities of lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and intersex persons is that
there is often little acknowledgement of the discrimination and violence
perpetrated because of sexual orientation, gender identity and expression.

We demand the recognition of the rights of lesbian, bisexual, transgender and
intersex (LBTI) persons’ as human rights. We bring to your attention the rights
of LBTI persons embodied in various internationally-agreed-upon documents,
including the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women,
the Convention of the Rights of the Child (CEDAW), Human Rights Convention,
and the Beijing Platform for Action, which, in paragraph 96, protects “the human
rights of women, [which encompasses] their right to have control over and decide
freely and responsibly on matters related to, their sexuality, including sexual and
reproductive health, free of coercion, discrimination and violence.”

Therefore, we urge governments to remove all discriminatory laws, policies,
barriers and practices that discriminate against LBTI persons in the Asia-Pacific
region, as well as ensure the realization of their sexual and reproductive rights.

We call for the fulfillment of legal and ethical responsibility to protect the

fundamental and full human rights for all, and ensure the health, well-being,
protection and safety of all women, including LBTI people.

Violence against Women and Girls

Violence against women and girls remains widespread, systematic, and



culturally entrenched in the Asia and Pacific Region. Women continue to
experience violence in both public and private domains, on a continuum that
includes acts of harassment; murder, femicide, and the disappearance of women.
The violence experienced by women and girls is amplified by changes in context
such as, land grabbing, armed conflict, militarization, religious fundamentalism,
pre and post-disaster situations among others. These changes in context,
together with attitudes and perceptions which are moulded by tradition and
influenced by a neo-colonial culture, continue to violate the rights and welfare of
women and girls.

Violence against women and girls is not simple and one-dimensional, rather it is
characterised by intersectionality; a complex of being both a woman/girl and a
member of a marginalised group. It is essential to recognize the multiple and
intersecting forms of violence faced by women and girls as a result of caste,
sexuality and sexual orientation and gender identity or expression, disability,
HIV, migration status, caste and occupation.

Targeted gender-based violence online such as cyber-stalking, harassment and
misogynistic hate speech is increasingly being used to silence women and girls
voi